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EDITORIAL 
by 


GUNNAR LINDSTROM 


GO EAST, 
YOUNG MAG! 


To East, or not to East, that is 
the question. Many have asked us 
why mighty DB chooses to loll on 
the beaches of California when it 
could find action and traction on 
the other side of the Mississippi. 

Most motorcycle magazines are 
located in and around the city of 
Los Angeles. In many ways, this is 
an ideal location. There are a good 
number of tracks available, plus of 
course the desert and our surround- 
ing mountains. We sometimes have 
to choke our way out of the smog, 
but L.A. weather is, on the other 
hand, stable. Equal weather, and 
thus track conditions, are necessary 
when trying to remember how an 
earlier test bike performed in a 
recurring situation. 

On the other hand, a majority of 
Americans live East of the big Miss., 
and there are many manufacturers 
of accessory items and goodies who 
seem to have a difficult time getting 
exposure for their products because 


they happen to live in a geograph- 
ical area distant from the motor- 
cycle press. Further, most of the 
motocross and enduro events run in 
the East outdistance their Western 
equivalents both in quantity and 
quality. Most of the top riders are 
Easterners, also. "King Richard" 
Burleson, The Penton Clan, Tony 
D., Jammin' Jimmy, Gary Semics 
and Kent Howerton are just a few 
of those who hail from that end of 
the country. Very few really good 
riders are actually from the So. Cal. 
area. Bob Hannah and Marty Smith 
are two obvious exceptions. 

So, with the best riding, the best 
races and the best riders all “back 
East,” it would seem we have 
reason enough to pack our bags and 
move. However, there are more 
factors involved. Primarily, the 
distributors of all but a few of the 
bikes we test headquarter their 
operations in the Southern Califor- 
nia area. A large part, though by no 
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means all, of the accessory manu- 
facturers are here also. 

We are often accused of being 
unfair to “the little guy from the 
East” who manufacturers good 
handlebars, nice fenders, or out- 
standing pipes. While we may on 
occasion seem unfair, it is never 
intentional and has its roots in the 
fact that ad agencies from Western 
firms bombard us continually with 
product releases, photos, and 
samples of their wares, while little is 
heard from Eastern firms. We have 
nothing against any company, but 
unless we are informed as to what is 


available, there is very little that we 


can do. 

The majority of our circulation is 
in places other than California, but 
even considering that, if we were to 
organize our new products listings 
on a percentage basis relating to the 
materials we receive, then the East 
would seem much more short- 
changed than they do now. We can 
only print what we receive. Except 
for test bikes, few of our industry 
dealings are on a direct, personal- 
contact basis where we can find 
things out for ourselves. 

Of the five editors here at DIRT 
BIKE we have only one lone 
born-and-raised Southern Califor- 
nian — George. Len hails from 
New Jersey, Bruce wandered out 
from New York via Colorado, and 
Dave is a native Ohioan. 

So, if George roots for the West, 
he'll run into some heavy competi- 
tion from the rest of us, and that 
way I am sure we will achieve a 
good balance in DIRT BIKE 
Magazine between the two parts of 
the country, as is fitting in a truly 
national publication. 

Still, back East, that's where it's 
happening. We'd like to be there, 
too. e 


All models in stock and ready for 
delivery. 


Complete line of MX, Trials, Desert and 
TT equipment. 


Parts and accessories. 
Quick/fast Mail-Order anywhere. 


Complete machine shop service. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and decal. 
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BULTACO {ет e 
7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 
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SUPER MURALS 


GIGANTIC (5 FOOT BY 7 
FOOT) WALL-SIZE MURALS 
FOR YOUR ROOM. CHOOSE 
FROM BIKE AND SURFER 
SCENES. ONLY $3.99 EACH 
OR 2 FOR $7.00. 


Please add $1.00 per mural 
for shipping and handling. 


Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Send cash, check or money order to: 


Malibu Card & Mural Co. 
P.O. Box 877, Malibu, Calif. 90265 
Please rush my order for: DB-12-76 
— — Surfer — Bike_____ Sky Diver 
(not shown) 
Name 


Address 
City 
State 
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Growin’ 


“Perfect.” The anarchist adjec- 
tive. Merely slip its two silly 
syllables in front of any concrete 
noun and that object, however 
simple, is immediately rendered 
illusive, unobtainable. 

Once upon a time it was fashion- 
able in some circles to rate passing 
women on a scale of one to ten. A 
“ten” rating, signifying perfection, 
would always provide an occasion 
for fierce argument and stinging 
derision. No two people, it seems, 
can agree upon what is perfect, 
though I assume it was always 
relatively easy for the women 
involved to agree upon a solid “one” 
rating for the jerks who tried to 
judge them. 


But that is digression. I am, 


RESS Walter. 
Wa in person. 
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honestly, in the market for a motor- 
cycle. Perfection, as naive as this 
may seem, is my goal. The 1968 
Presidential election cured me once 
and for all of choosing the lesser of 
two evils. 

And I hereby invite you, be you 
manufacturer, dealer or private 
individual, to help me make this 
momentous decision. In order to at 
least begin to separate the wheat 
from the chaff, however, let me fill 
you in a bit on what I mean by 
"perfect." 

“Hah,” you say, “this Woods 
dude is about to throw us a curve. 
Likely he wants some 70 horse- 
power, 120-pound wonder that 
retails for around $200." 
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MADE BY UNION-CARBIDE 


(Mfgrs. of Prestone Anti-Freeze) 


. For Gars, Trucks, 
Boats, Snowmobiles 


Regular Retail: $3 


Special Closeout 


Quantity dis- 
count to dealers, 
fleet operators. 


The extraordinary 
new high perform- 
ance, premium qual- 
ity motor oil! 


Two Kinds Available: 

For 4-cycle engines 

(cars, trucks, many 
motorcycles), A 10W- 

40 all-season oil. Sur- 
passes API Service re- 
quirements. Also use for 
API Service SD-SC-MS. 
For 2-cycle engines (snow- 
mobiles, boats, motorcy- 
cles, lawn mowers, etc.). 
Boating Industry Assn. ap- 
proved for TC-W. 


The main article in April '76 Popular 
Science proved it once and for all! Syn- 
thetic oil provides better mileage, faster 
sub-zero Starts, better hot weather per- 
formance. Up to 50,000 miles or more 
without oil change and engines stay like 
new! Now get this extraordinary oil at 
the lowest price ever! Competitive brands 
sell for $3.95 a qt. So did this. But Union 
Carbide closed their synthetic oil divi- 
sion. We bought their entire inventory at 
BELOW manufactured cost! Stock is limi- 
ited, so HURRY! Buy enough for years. 
PHONE YOUR ORDER, TOLL-FREE: 
800-328-5082. Or mail coupon. Minimum 
order: 2 cases (24 qts.) Ship wt. 26 Ibs. 


cases 4-cycle @ $12/case 
— — —. cases 2-cycle © $12/case 
Plus $3 a case ship & handling 


Check or M.O. enclosed: Total 
Please Print Clearly 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Ер 
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Liquidators of factory-perfect manufacturers* 


, overruns, discontinued models, bankruptcy stock: 


3258 Minnehaha Avenue S. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406 


TUNNEL 


VISION 


by Lance Sterling 


Who knows what tainted thoughts lurk in the 
minds of man? The Tunnel do. Join this column 
monthly for a candid peer at controversial 


happenings within the realm of getting dirty for 
pleasure and profit. Tunnelvision is presented to 
spread pain and misery throughout the industry, 
and maybe some insight too. 


It's all 
downhill 
from here 


Im fed up. Burned out. Used 
up. Month after month I spend 
siting here attempting to write 
constructive and positive criticism 
of dirt riding. Meanwhile, piled 
high on this desk before me is 
information from this government 
agency and that concerned citizen's 
group detailing the crimes of 
off-road motorcycling. It seems 
that in order for the two-cycle 
engine to pass 1980 emissions 
standards a 50cc model will weigh 
at least 347 pounds. Tires will have 
to be smooth so that they will not 
tear the ground when the wheel 
spins. Worse yet, noise pollution 
seems to be driving our beloved 
mule deer population to mass 
lemming-like suicide. You must 
see my dilemma. What can I do? 
Are motorcycles, like Ronald 
Reagan, destined to commit polit- 
ical suicide? 

Not so. No, it can't be. Not our 
beloved dirt riding. Protector of 
aggressive tendencies, dissipator of 
excess energies. I will come up with 
a plan. Wait, I see it forming now 
— slightly behind the amygdala 


appears that first hazy perception. 


Yes. It must be inspiration. А: 
message from on high. Follow my 
instructions carefully, my children. 

Go to your garage and find your 
motorcycle. No matter which one or 
in what condition. Find it and 
behold its countenance. Be it the 
one lying on its side behind the 
lawn mower, no matter. Now 
prepare yourself to vent endless 
frustrations. That engine, the one 
that fouls spark plugs, eats pistons, 
gobbles dollars and befouls our 
universe. Remove it. Take it from 
the frame of said motorcycle and 
deposit it in the corner or trash — 
whichever befits your mood. Take 
the chain, the carburetor, the air 
box, the throttle cable, the exhaust 
pipe. Do the same with them. Rid 
yourself of a minimum of 75 pounds 
and endless misery with the motion 
of your hand. Be done with it 
forever. Behold the most advanced 
bicycle ever created. And you done 
it. 

All ye bikers, go forth and use 
your creation with abandon. Throw 
it easily in the back of your truck — 
never again will you need that 
ramp. Leave those gas cans in the 
garage forevermore. Chain lube? 
Don't bother. Just grab your helmet 
and pile in. 

Now drive to the top of the 
largest hill in your immediate area. 
Don't bother in the slightest over 
the gas you use or the ditches you 
dig. Cars are transportation and 
therefore ultimately defensible. The 
Sierra Club does it; the Audubon 
Society does it; even Jerry Brown 
drives a car. Once you reach the top 
of the precipice the dream dictateth 
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It was a hard coming we had of it. Especially after the camels froze. Luckily for us, one of our number, 
George IV of Blimpton, read Dirt Bike. He informed us of the XLent snow traversing qualities and silent 
might of certain big bore four-strokes. You know the rest. 


Don't get left out in the cold. Yule be sorry if you don't send for a subscription now! 


Dirt Bike makes a fine Christmas gift, too, and who should know better than us? We 
might just throw in a case of delicious camelsicles . . . 
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ALL NEW! 


COMPLETELY 
SAFE! 


AUTOMOBILE/MOTORCYCLE 
ANTI-THEFT DEVICE 


Not an alarm, the SURE-SAFE Anti- 
Theft System stops theft after it has 
already begun! When the SURE-SAFE 
System has been activated, your car or 
bike will run for only 20 seconds before 
automatically shutting itself off. Once 
shut-off, the vehicle will not start again 
until SURE-SAFE has been turned off. 
This leaves the would-be thief stalled, 
stranded in the open, exposed to the 
suspicious eyes of police, the public or 
even yourself! 


The SURE-SAFE Anti Theft System... 


10096 solid state 

Small and easily concealed 
Can be hidden anywhere 
on your car or bike 

Is easily installed in min- 
utes 

Fully guaranteed when 
used properly 


BE SURE! BE SAFE! 
ORDER TODAY! 


Check model desired 


PRODUCT 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 12 Volt, 1 Coil 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 6 Volt, 1 Coil 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 12 Volt, 2 Coil 
Anti-Auto Theft Manual 
System 
Anti-Auto Theft Manual 
System with Horn 


California residents add 696 sales tax 


MODEL 
[] M12 


RETAIL 
$39.95 ea. 
O M14 $39.95 ea. 
(] M16 $44.95 ea. 


-) $12 $39.95 ea. 


2 S14 $49.95 ea. 


SURE SAFE D6-12 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Amount enclosed 
Name 

Address 

City 
Слаер 


Please charge to: 

Master Charge . Expiration date 
Acct. Number 

O BankAmericard _ Expiration date 


Acct. Number 
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The seventh annual Trial de 
Espana will be held Sunday, 
December 5th, at Saddleback Park. 
The event, whose proceeds will send 
top So Cal riders Marland Whaley 
and Bernie Schreiber overseas for 
the 1977 Scottish Six Days, has been 
moved ahead one week from the 
original schedule to tie in with West 
Coast Speed Week which features 
the Anaheim Super Cross on 
Saturday, the 4th. Raffle tickets will 
provide numerous prizes, including 
one or more motorcycles. Bultaco, 
for the seventh straight year, has 
provided a new Sherpa for the 
raffle. 


* * * 4 


Two alternates, Eric Jensen and 
Stan Rubottom, were added to the 
final ISDT squad. And Harry 
Heilemann replaced Don Cutler, 
out with a broken leg. The Penton- 
backed Silver Vase Team consisted 
of Carl Cranke, Dane Leimbach, 
Jack and Tom Penton. The six-man 
Trophy Team was backed by five 
manufacturers, a departure from 
past years when Penton provided 
the team. The riders: Mike Hannon 
(Bultaco), Jim Hollander (Rokon), 
Lars Larsson (KTM), Kevin LaVoie 
and Gary Younkins (Penton) and 
Bill Uhl (Hercules). Theres a 
good chance that two-time Grand 
National champion Dick Mann will 
be covering the ISDT for DB. The 
report will be in next month’s issue. 


* * * * 


Shoeless Doug Bradbury, a DB 
tester before defecting to the 
Rockies, won the seventh annual 
Ute Cup trial at Salida, Colorado, 


last August. He also teamed with 
RMTA #1, Mike Stokes, and Kevin 
Walker to win the B & B Specialties 
sponsored team award. Runner-up, 
by seven points, was Semi-Expert 
Pat Grimes. Past winners include: 
Bill Brokaw (twice), Sammy Miller, 
Bob Nickelsen, Bob Hopkins and 
Mike Stokes. The event, a round of 
the Colorado championship series, 
excluded Colorado Novices and 
out-of-state national class riders, 
but was open to all other out-of- 
staters. Trophies and awards in- 
cluded Indian sand paintings, 
Indian rugs, thunderbird finisher 
pins, and engraved silver awards for 
all riders finishing in the top 40 
percent. 


Roger DeCoster and Belgium 
swept the 250cc Trophee des 
Nations in Switzerland and the 
500cc Motocross des Nations in 
Holland last September. Belgium 
won the 250 Swiss event with a 
score of 52 points. Russia was 
second with 66 and Czechoslovakia 
third with 74 points. The best three 
rider scores for the four-man teams 
are counted. The U.S. team finished 
sixth with 101 points. Топу 
DiStefano was the highest placing 
American with two sevenths for 
fifth overall. The two-time 250 
national champion was the only 
American to finish in the top ten. 
His teammates were new 125 
champion Bob Hannah (Yamaha), 
new 500 champion Kent Howerton 
(Husqvarna), and Rex Staten 
(Harley). 

Belgium won in Holland with a 
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DG Logo 
TEAM 


HELMET! 


$45.95 


Use your head for 
KRW's best grade of 
helmet manufactured 
specially for DG. 


SWING ARM 


comparable 


weighs only 6 Ibs. 


GRIPS 


sion. Available in 


Honda, Kawasaki, 


chromoly with 


or peel. 
Frame only 
XR75 ... 


The New Generation swing arm gets you 
eight inches of swing arm travel by run- 
ning the 13.4 long-stroke Girling (or 
shock). 
aluminum swing arm is super strong yet 


1976 CR, RM, RMA125 
RM250, 370 and CR250 


These exclusive DG grips are made of 
Nitrile, a synthetic rubber with very soft 
feel for exceptional hand to grip adhe- 


and black... ... 


Spokes are 1040 hi-carbon steel, and are 
gold cadmium plated. Available for 18" 
or 21" wheels. Spoke wrench included. 


MONO-FRAME _ 


DG's Mono-shock frame uses 4130 


mium plating. Heliarc welded for 
max. strength. Won't scratch, chip 
Stock components fit. 


WE CARRY THE COMPLETE 
CROSS UP PRODUCTS LINE 


Р 


and silencer 


This lightweight 


Жз: э $125.00 
ЖАР $135.00 


RMA125 


TIGE 
XR75 .. 


DG blue, yellow, red, 
$3.95 


RADIAL HEAD 
$64.95 


Now 8 gauge spoke kits are available for 


Suzuki, and Yamaha. 


$19.95 


EN 


SS Be", 
Ma Ss. 95 
30mm 


R125. 


( [5 


AIRBOOT ;. 
ae adapting A 
mm Mikuni © 
$295.00 ~ Mo CR125. 
$5.95 


gold-anodized cad- 


TORQUER 


Jetted lie 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 
5552 La Palma Avenue East = Anaheim, California 92806 = 714/996-4430 


ALUMINUM 


GAS CAP! 
For MX and YZ 
Yamaha, won't 


-$ 
Yamaha 500cc two piece pipe $ 


АМ2БО SE Sele hare елд» cms 


PIPES — DG's Famous Torquers 


The TORQUER 


All new Suzuki Hi Pipe 


SWING ARM BUSHINGS р 


Specify Bronze or Teflon 
CR125, 250, TM125, 250 . $8.95 


[i 


€ 


УЫ 


CR250, CR250M1, RM250 


Large 
volume 
INTAKE 
MANIFOLD 
for 30mm Mikuni 
$6.95 


DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


"Hook 
Ы 


KIDNEY 
BELT 


Reduces fatigue of off road competition 
Made of Cordura Nylon, with zig-zag 
stitch. One size fits 27" to 36" waist. 
Available in DG yellow and blue or Bice- 
ntennial Red, white and blue . . $16.95 


SMITH OR SCOTT 


22088 ГЕВ $12.95 


$16.95 


SMITH OR SCOTT FACE MASK 


Attaches to Goggles $6.95 


Am sc 


DG MX SOCKS 
Hi-qual., yellow 'n blue, 9096 
acrylic, 1096 elastic, one size fits all. 


DG CHAIN LUBE $1.65 

Allan-Head Bolt Set .... $3.95 

CR125 Clutch Springs .. $6.95 
DG DOES IT AGAIN! 


17-FIN CR125 RADIAL HEAD. 
Still only $39.95 


SUDCO-MIKUNI 
Book of Knowledge 
36 page carburetor and parts 
manual. Photos, diagrams, ex- 
ploded views, graphs. Covers 
normal maintenance, perform- 
troubleshooting, 


ance tuning, 
etc. Complete parts listings and 


cross-referencing, interrelated 


functions of parts, horsepower 
curves. Everything you always 
wanted to know about Mikuni for 

$3.50 
OTHER CARBS ХА75 
AVAILABLE: Aluminum 
24mm Mikuni $26.95 EXHAUST 

mm Keihin .95 MANIFOLD 
26mm Mikuni $30.50 
28mm Mikuni $31.50 FLANGE 
30mm Bing $60.50 $6.95 
32mm Mikuni $36.95 

$ samm Mikuni {3800 - 

mm Mikuni $40.00 À 
36mm Keihin $52.50 Уф Vy 
ла Mikuni Kit X j 
re-jetted for Se EF 
TT 500C Yamaha = 


$79.50 

Includes: Carb, intake manifold, 
K & N air cleaner, manifold hose, 2 
clamps, quick-action throttle, throt- 
tle cable, 2 handlebar grips. 


for 1976 
800-854-3791 


NOTE: California calls use (714) 996-4430 


Strip out of g5 thrust bearings. 
& YOKOHAMA 
MINI DIGGERS 
FOR XR75 Also 
AND YZ80 Available: 


of Tricks 
$120 


CR125 
ROD KIT $23.95 


Rod, rod pin, rod 
bearings and 


360-14 $18.95 
360-15 $19.95 
360-16 $20.95 | 

plus FET 


^ 900 SERIES 

* Super Digger 
» 300-19 $26.95 
275-21 $26.95 
300-21 $28.95 
325-21 $30.95 
901 SERIES 

Super Digger 
410-18 $31.95 


€ 425-18 $33.95 
{ 460-18 $37.95 
у 475-18 $32.95 
4 ME. —- 7 81cc plus FET 
59р ` BIG BORE KIT 


for XR75 and SL70 


Increase engine displacement to 
maximum permitted in Mini-cycle 
class. Includes: high-compression 
piston, rings, pin, cir-clips and 

$32.95 


DG logo Race Style CAP $3.95 


DG logo SUN VISOR .... $2.95 
DG yellow with blue logo, adjust- 


able strap. 
DG logo T-SHIRT $4.50 


100% cotton, assorted colors, S-M-L. 


DG logo Racing Jersey $12.95 
прама? nylon. Gold with blue logo. 


DG logo SWEATSHIRT $7.95 
Hi- reds 


50% polyester, 50% cotton, 


DG TEAM JACKET. 
Nylon windbreaker, fully 
tic cuffs, drawstring at waist. Yel- 
low, blue stripes 
and DG logo. 
S-M-L-XL. 


FORK BOOTS 
High-Quality Rubber 
Accordian Design 
Protect Front Fork 


w 


Circle Number 6 on pg. 88 


A 
conjunction with air to pro- 
. vide the best combination of 
progressive action available. 
- Complete kits include taper- 
ed damper rods for the maxi- 
mum in performance. These . 
_ are the best fork kits available. 
139-201 zocchi ^ $3395 
339-2008 Yamaha Mono $59.95 _ 
439-2011 RM-125/125A ^ $59.95 
439-2013 RM-250/370 . $59.95 
4439-2014 1976Husky ^ $59.95 
439-2017 1976 CR-125. .$59.95 
ready have air Forks? Then 
u only need our Spring/ 
ir conversion Kit (special - 


_ tions). Fits all forks with 35mm - 
. or larger legs. $13.95 - v 


Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
*TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle Mechanic 


SS d If you like to ride a eyele 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to carn your 
living? And to make it even 
better, the pay is great— 
whether you choose to 
work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
start your own cycle repair 
business. Now, thanks to 
North American, there's a 
way to get the training vou 


overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BlG BUSINESS 
... AND 50 IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
j “Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit." 


3 SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 


Professional tools plus your North American ''know- 
boa 


Pas $ ow'' turn you into a skilled mechanic. We teach 
D0 ems 
*. io 
РО 


эи Ra et e am а tms а аам а нија Ба =¬‏ کک 
Careers by Home Study‏ 


! NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 1 
4500 Campus Drive. Dept. eoge Newport Beach. CA 92663 L| 


you how to use wrenches, sockets, impact screw- 
| drivers, timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels, 
soldering irons, ignition wrench sets, dial indicators 
and much, much more! We even include a set of 
special cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send for 
FREE ''Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.’’ No cost, 
no obligation . . . now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


Rush FREE “CAREER KIT” on how | can become an 1 


ч expert motorcycle mechanic. L| 
1 
1 NAME AGE 1 
: ADDRESS 1 
[| 

T, 
(LOY aaa SSS рг весе eee 


RIDERS WRITE 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

Your detailed article, "Two Days 
in Alabama," was excellent. It 
pleases me to know that there is a 
publication which realizes that 
motocross is not the only way to 
ride a motorcycle. 

Here in Mississippi we have as 
many woods riders as motocrossers. 
I’ve tried both, and although MX 
provides an immediate thrill, 
enduro riding gives more lasting 
satisfaction to the rider. 

Steven R. Lee 
Jackson, Mississippi 


Spoken like a true masochist, 
Lee. Thanks. — ed. 


SHOCKED IN THE PRIVY 

I wonder if DIRT BIKE is privy 
to any information as to why dirt 
bike shock absorbers are such a 
financial rip-off. 

Please find out, as I have jacked 
my spring pressure rate as high as it 
will go. I know not what course 
others may take, but as for me, I 
will continue to take my pounding 
from the ground, not from the parts 
counter. 

Bush 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 


Good question, Bush. We have a 
few guesses, but will instead make 
this space available for any 
interested manufacturers to answer 
your charges. In the meantime, buy 
a pillow. — ed. 


FE-MAIL! 

Of all my male and female 
friends, I am the only one I know 
with a collection of DIRT BIKE 
magazines. As a 16-year-old female 
motorcycle fanatic, I find this 
amazing. So, since I’ve realized that 
all my friends are definitely crazy, I 
was hoping that you would help me 
get in touch with some new ones. 
Im a blunt, good-looking Sagit- 
tarius with a 125 Husky which I 


love. dearly. I also love Hondas, 

Marland Whaley, Marty Smith, 

Harleys and Kawasakis. I will 

answer anyone between 15 and 28 

who sends a photograph with their 
letter. 

K.C. Gardner 

P.O. Box 191 

Santa Rosa, California 95402 


What do you think this is, 
Gardner, some kind of singles 
directory? Prepare for a_ full 
mailbox, although we would like to 
know why there was no picture in 
your letter. — ed. 


SHIFTY BUSINESS 
Although your initials are the 
same as my sister's, you're a pretty 
good mag. Getting down to 
business, though, in your August 
issue the article “exorcising false 
neutrals in Yamahas" was great. 
The bit really worked on my 71 175 
Enduro. It gave me back second 
gear again. Keep up the good work. 
Ernie Buterbaugh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Congrats, Buterbaugh, now, 
about exorcising your sister... — 


ed. 


HIRAM WALKER REPLICA? 
The reason I am writing this 
letter is to ask a question. Could 
you tell me the suspension of the 
RH125 Billy Grossi bike on page 
36? What kind of swingarm is it, 
what kind of shocks, and what sizes 
are where? Could you get me all the 
lit on the RH125? Please write back 
— I would really like to get me a 

bike like that RH125. 

Jack Daniels 
Pineville, West Virginia 


Nice try Marty, but your style 
gave you away. — ed. 


THE WAGES OF SIN... 

The other day I was taking a 
crash and burn picture of this kid 
and he landed on my camera. His 
bike continued on a ways and 
centerpunched my best friend. I 
have a dilemma: should I sue him 
or keep it clean and just shoot him? 

Ralph Erath 
Deep Lodge, Montana 


You have no recourse, Erath, as 
the Chinese say, “He who walks 
behind the cow need be wary of the 
splash." — ed. o 


DIRT BIKE 


DAN HANGSLEBEN, formerly the D of DG Performance and associate 
of T & M Engineering and the builder of Danny Turner's National #3 
CR 125, has moved to the midwest to bring you the best in high per- 
formance Motocross parts and accessories. Here are just a few. 


SEND $1.00 FOR DAN'S NEW 60 PAGE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES CATALOG. 


MX FORK BOOTS 


Є 
LYING MACTINE АЛО 


осе СВ-125 М2 
Specify Red, Yellow ог Black ter BO LT-ON ENG 1 М Е 


XR-75, YZ-80 & Most Mini Bikes 
Most 100 & 125's 7.95 TUS 
Most Long Travel 250's 8.95 QU S KIT 


SWING Pam 


Replacement for the top coil allows for in- 
creased revs and more power throughout 


FMF i 
Specify Red or Yellow 8.95 entire powerband. $54.95 
FITS MODELS: Honda CR-125(all years), 
FORK LEG йт-125, 250 & 370. Kawaski Kx-125 9 200. 
PROTECTOR 


CLOTHING FROM 


Kit includes FMF-jetted 34mm Mikuni carb, malco ma smi h 
manifold, airboot, carburetor clamps, and 

CR 125 ''Pro'' low pipe exhaust system for RACING PRODUCTS 
improved high-RPM power and boosted d 2 
low-end torque. FMF Porcupine head pro- г 


vides increased cooling surface to prevent 


HONDA 
4001 CR-125 (74 & 75) 105.00 
4002 CR-125 M76 105.00 
4003 CR-250M 109.00 
4004 CR-250 M1 & M76 109.00 
4005 MR-175 


Available in Red, Yellow and Black engine overheating. Special hi-compression 
YAMAHA $1.95 pair (Includes Tie Raps) | combustion chamber improves scavenging of 
4050 YZ-125 & 125 mx 105.00 exhaust gases. 
MAGNESIUM Available for 1976 CR 125 M2 only. 
4051 YZ-125 Mono 119.00 T&M PIPES '76 СА 125 M2 Part No. Price $176.75 


4052 YZ-250 Mono 119.00 


Specify Model 126-120 
4053 YZ-400 Mono 119.00 


4054 YZ-80 105.00 | 
4075 TM-100 105.00 | YZ-80C Highpipe Porcupine d 
4076 RM-100 105.00 Price $42.50 HEADS 


4077 TM-125 105.00 
4078 RM-125 105.00 
4079 TM-250 109.00 


Available For: 


4080 RM-250 109.00 Price 
4081 TM-400 109.00 А SUZUKI HONDA $79.95 
4082 RM-370 109.00 Price $52.95 | ТМ 125 56.95 CR 100 56.95 
CR-125 Pro Downpipe | RM 100 58.95 CR 125 56.95 
AW ASIE 105.00 RM 125 58.95 СА 125 M2 56.95 Part No. Nylon Leather Stripe 
: RM 125A 58.95 50-100 Red Red White 


B 4091 KX-250 (75 & 76) 109.00 


- YAMAHA 50-200 Blue Blue White 
4092 800 19200 YZC 100 59.95 MX 100 56.95 | 50-300 Black Gold — White 
YZC 125 59.95 YZ125X 58.95 50-400 Red/Blue Red/Blue White 
Ү2 125 59.95 Ү2 80 58.95 50-500 Yellow Black Black 
Price $59.95 1 A О | $ NER Yoron 22 Blue Blue 
2 ‘ ir-Oi i aist Size - 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 & 40 
YZ-125 Snakepipe ON ouspension iiie 
FORK CONVERSION Hi-Point 
520 CHAIN & - i 


qu Motocross 


SPROCKET KIT BOOTS 


HONDA Part No. Price 
А '74 CR 125 124-501 14.95 1 
Ү2-80С Radial Head XL & SL 100 & 125 129-501 14.95 | Price $75.95 

HONDA '74-'75 MT 125 125-502 14.95 Available in sizes: 
3800 CR-100 49.95 '75 CR 125M 129-502 10.95 Size 5 Size 8 Size 11 
3801 CR-125 M76 49.95 '75 MR 175 135-502 10.95 Size 5% Size 8% Size 11% 
3802 CR-125 M76 49.95 : '75 TL 250 135-503 10.95 Size 6 Size 9 Size 12 
4000 CR-250M 64.95 '73 & '74 CR 250 134-503 14.95 Size 6% Size 9% Size 12% 
4001 CR-250 M1 64.95 HONDA YAMAHA '72-'75 XL 250 & 350 139-503 14.95 Size 7 Size 10 Size 13 
4002 CR-250 M76 64.95 CR 125 39.95 YZC 42.95 '75 CR 250 M1 135-504 9.95 Size 7% Size 10% Size 13% 
4003 MR-250 64.95 CR 125 M2 39.95 RM125A 39.95 '"72- 75 XR 75 119-505 13.95 
YAMAHA SUZUKI 76 CR 125 M2 126-506 10.95 
3849 YZ-80C 49.95 RM 125/100 39.95 YAMAHA 
3850 YZ-100C 49.95 A £ '75 YZC 100 & 125 299-505 14.95 
3851 YZ-125 & 125mx појави ENS SORES tain Only 1795 | 68 76 М/Х & YZ 250 239-505 14.95 
3852 YZ-125 Monoshock 49.95 '68-'76 М/Х & YZ 360 
4025 YZ-250 Monoshock 64.95 400 & 500 249-505 14.95 
4026 YZ-400 Monoshock 64.95 '74- 75 МІХ 100 215-507 14.95 
SUZUKI HONDA '74-"75 МІХ 125 & YZ 125 225-507 14.95 

GT d, АТУ: ОТ. 125, ‘Si $175; 


3875 TM-100 49.95 GAS 


DT 175, 175 Trails 299-507 14.95 
3876 RM-100 49:95 YZ 80, DT 80, 80 Trails, i»... 
3878 RM-125 49.95 TANK DT 90 Enduro 219-507 14.95 Designed to give the utmost support and 
4050 RM-250 64.95 YZC 80 216-508 14.95 protection needed on those long rough 
4052 RM-370 64.95 SUZUKI rides. The Gold Belt fits higher on the body 
RM 125, 250 & 370 325-506 14.95 and gives greater support to the mid- 
KAWASAKI Honda RC replica PLASTIC gas tank. TM 250 & TM 400 339-506 15.95 section. Velcro fasteners can be adjusted 
3890 KX-125 49.95 Utilizes stock mounting. TM 100 & 125, TS 185 329-506 15.95 while riding - no stopping! Endorsed by 
4075 KX-250 (75 & 76) 64.95 Price $34.95 All Betor Forks 939-509 15.95 champion riders.The Gold Belt is washable 
. 4076 KX-400 (75 & 76) 64.95 Available in Red, White, Silver & Orange All CZ Forks 039-510 15.95 and fits waist sizes 27'' through 40''. $16.95 


e DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


d PERFORMANCE TOLL FREE (Outside MN) 800-328-2991 ORDER 
DISTRIBUTING, INC. 1059 Cliff Rd. • Burnsville, MN 55337 DIRECT 


Minnesota Residents’ Phone: 612-890-5541 Minimum order $5.00 
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BE À WINNER!! 


For your '76 CR-125 use the SKUNK 
WORKS 11"' travel rear suspension. 


The 11" travel kit BOLTS ON, NO WELD- 
ING, and keeps your power on the ground, 
while giving a soft, smooth ride at all 
Speeds. |t soaks up the biggest bumps, so 
you hardly feel them, and improves overall 
handling. You no longer have to fight to 
stay on the bike, and can ride faster, longer, 
and with less physical strain. 

COMPLETE KIT - $154.95 

(includes Super GP* kit, S&W shocks & 
springs, & chain tensioner) Please specify 
rider weight & class, ER GP* KIT 
ONLY - $64.95 + $1.50 S&H 


Also ask about our CR-125 38mm Carb kit. 


Skunk Works Eng. Co. 
P. О. Box 203-40 
Destin, Fla. 32541 
Phone 904-837-2694 


Professional 
Motorcycle People 
Know Us... Because 
We Are Serious 
About Training 
Certified Mechanics! 


Dick Castle, AMI's 
Ss MOTORCYCLE ш» 


Director of Admissions «< 2 

e» A 
We train and certify AMES 
motorcycle mechanics. 


Ona BEACH. ыы 


We do it in twelve weeks of hard work. 
The kind of hard, rewarding work that 
will make a real pro of you. 


There are 20, 000 dealers out there who 
want professional, serious mechanics. 


We are dedicated to the job of turning 
them out. Our students have to be just 
as dedicated. 


AMI offers you a challenge. Try our 
complete, well- rounded training 
program. 


Mail in this coupon today. It could mean 
a better job tomorrow. 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
` 1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD 5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD 
DAYTONA BEACH FLA 32014 | LOS ANGELES. CAL 90045 
Call toll free (800) 874-0645 APPROVED FOR 
Fla.res. call (904) 255-0295 collect VETERANS 
rar mmm umm umm 


Lodi 200 8 ee 
76-12-19 
NAMES ар p aS m AGE 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


ZIP PHONE (__) 


HOLE 


SHOT 


by Paul H. Parlari 


ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 
DANGERS OF MISREPRESENTATION 


ITEMI: NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Organized “for the 
increase and diffusion of 
geographic knowledge.” 
ITEM II: GEOGRAPHIC: 
1. of or relating to 
geography. 

2. belonging to or 
characteristic of a 
particular region. 


ITEM III: MISREPRESENT: 
1. to give a false or mis- 
leading representation 
of. 
2. to serve badly or 
improperly as a 
representative of. 


Most of us who regularly read 
motorcycle magazines do so because 
we are avid enthusiasts of the sport 
of motorcycling. We ате partic- 
ipants in the sport, thoroughly 
hooked on the thrills and excitement 
to be found only by jockeying a bike 
over trail or track. 

We spend millions of dollars and 
countles hours of our time in 
support of our sport. Sales and off- 
road taxes, gasoline taxes, restau- 
rant taxes take a grand bite out of 
our pockets every time we take our 
bikes out to race or play. We, and 
our sport, feed and clothe a lot of 
people. And, we provide some very 


exciting entertainment for those 
people who choose to love our sport 
as spectators rather than as 
participants. 

We love what we do. And, 
naturally, when someone tries to 
stifle us and our sport, we get upset. 
Lately, as you know, we have 
become the target for some 
high-powered blows aimed at 
cutting us off — completely. Lately, 


also, we have started to fight back, 


and are getting some strokes in on 
our side. 

We all know who our principal 
enemies are — the lunatic fringes of 
environmental groups of every 
conceivable kind. And now, a new, 
unexpected foe had risen up and 
dealt us a dire and deep wound. · 

Being readers, most of us are 
familiar with the National Geo- 
graphic Society, and have been 
reading their magazine since we 
were old enough to appreciate 
pictures. How many of us have 
traveled around the world via the 
pages of National Geographic? 

Item I at the head of this article 
states the purpose of the National 
Geographic Society. It was taken, 
verbatim, from the inside cover of 
their magazine. One word in that 
statement, "geographic," is defined, 
by Webster, in Item II at the head 
of this article. Now, for Item III, 
MISREPRESENTATION. 

In the July, 1976, issue of 
National Geographic, pages 56 and 
57, there is a photograph that 

Continued on page 20 
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Add $.50 for shipping. s ; 
over $25.00 we pay shipping e. 
ENCLOSED IS Check [ ] Money Order ðO 

for total $ 
NAME 
STREET. 
CITY 


O00000000000000 


A. CHAPELLE MX GLOVES — Durable soft calfskin leather, <Il nylon 
outside stitching, soft cushioning neopreme backing, elastic wrist, double 
stitched piece of leather added to thumb joint to increase life & comfort. 
B. RIDER WEAR GLOVE — Combination inside. and outside sewn for 
lasting durability, high quality calf skin. Adjustable wrist band and elastic on 
back of wrist to secure tight fit, nylon stitched durable neopremebacking, no 
palm seams to cause blisterinng. Sm, Med, Lg Xlg. эже $8.95 
C. BELTS — The finest saddle leather available, joined by saddle stitching, 
sizes 28-38................ een $595 
D. VISOR — Made from tough saddle leather, hand tooled and hand stained. 
One size fits all. Available with чарар» logos & Harley logo or with a hand 
painted brim....... PPS $3.95 
E. STROKER — Soft leather top and. a » saddlo leather brim, hand tooled and 
hand stained in an antique finish. Available with Japanese bike logos & 
Harley logo. Sm, Med, Lg, XLg . 
F. MX FACE GUARD — Comfoi 


ble protection from flying rek or 
tree branches when Enduro g Tough. unbreakable plastic comes 
tomplete for installation vo.) cas ese dese hala e seis sot etes $4.95 
G. LEATHER TOOL BAG .— Made from tough saddle leather hand saddle 
stitching for durability, no rivets. Bag is easy to mount on bike handlebars , 
downtubes, wherever . $8.95 
Н. WINCHESTER HAT — Made from the best saddle leather available. This 
hat is made entirely by hand. It is hand stitched, handsomely hand tooled, 
hand laced and hand stained in antique finsih. Made to last a lifetime. Sm, 
Med/Lg; XLgrv. Г: sessile ne ee ВЕН +++ $8.95 
1, RIDER WEAR HELMET — Напа! laminated fiberglass c ca 
all approvals for street or professional competition. Available in magnum 
silver, white and. competition orange. Sm, Med, Lg, & XLg ........ $19.95 
J. DUCK BILLS — Quality plastic, with adjustable snaps to fit helmet. 
Available in black, white and orange ..................... ..... $0 
К. MOUTH GUARDS — Quality plastic, comes with snaps and fastening 
СПАКУСА seca ооо оно ое ОТОО О 53.95 
L. MX GOGGLES — This corrar copy has all the features at less than half the 
cost. Adjustable top vents, soft foam to face, tri color adjustable strap, 
bottom exhaust for no fog .. >: 
M. LIGHT WEIGHT MOTOC 
leg, built in belt and buckle, colorful two tone racing stripe. Kids waist sizes 
are 22-24-26 ..... 2516.95 
Adullts 28 - 38 ovens . ..$18.95 
N. HALTER RACING JERSEY — American made nylon vented halter top. 
Standard bike logos available. Elastic bottom to secure perfect fit. 
Available in color combination red/white, green/white, blue/white, 
gold/white and black/gold. Size Sm, Med & Lg Xlg. . 
O. RACING JERSEY — Nylon vented with double reinforced elbows. All 
Standard bike logos. Available in color combinations red/white, Blue/white, 
green/white, gold/white, blue/gold, silver/black, black/gold. Sizes Sm, Med, 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


PO BOX 484 LAREDO TEXAS 78040 512 722.5652 


If you spot something here that tickles your 
fancy and you decide to order or maybe just send 
for more info, be sure to mention that you saw it 
in DIRT BIKE Magazine. We already know that 
they exist. Laying your and our name on them lets 
them know that we too have weight and take up 
space. And, equally important, it tells them that 
you are a loyal reader of the MIGHTY DB, and 
proud of it. 


MUD FLAPS FOR YOUR FINGERS 

Here's a way for you to keep that 
necessary level of traction between your 
hands and the controls they operate while 
berserking it in the mud, rain and muck. 
Mud Muckers are available in red, yellow or 
black Naugahyde and are backed with foam 
to protect your pinkies from flying bottle 
caps. They're quickly attached with 
quarter-turn fasteners and go for a meager 
$8.95 a pair with a money-back guarantee. 
Contact World Class Products, 6552 N. 
Cornell Ave., Indianapolis, Indiana 46220; 
or (317) 255-6553. 


A SLURPEE FOR YOUR FORKS 
"PJ1 fork oil was developed under actual 
racing and touring conditions along with 
the assistance of a laboratory dynamometer 
and professional suspension engineers. It 
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maintains consistent performance through 
the most severe temperature ranges. Treats 
fork seals, prevents rust and oxidation, 
provides anti-wear lubricity, superior damp- 
ing and never foams in your forks." 
American PJ Company, 15840 Ventura 
Blvd., Encino, California 91436. 


AS CLOSE AS WE MERE MORTALS CAN 
GET TO SEEING IT THE WAY 
ROGER DOES 

“When Roger switches to something 
new, there is one and only one reason for 
it. It is the best and it DOES work. No 
maybes or ifs will satisfy DeCoster. He 
knows what makes a piece of equipment 
work for him in GP competition and will 
accept nothing less. That is why he has 
designed and wears the new DeCoster MX 
Goggles. First, they’re comfortable. Sec- 
ond, they will not fog because they're fully 
vented. And third, you get a snap-on set of 
three fine-fitting tear-offs with long enough 
ears for easy reach during slippery and 
tense competition." Write or call: JT 


Racing Imports, Box A, Bonita, California 
92002; (714) 479-9696. 


ALL SKIDDING ASIDE 

Protect those precious magnesium 
engine cases on your RM250/370A or B 
with a tough 14-gauge steel skid plate from 
Fun 'N' Fast. Part number SP63 bolts on in 
minutes, and is reasonably priced at $23.50. 
For further info: Fun 'N' Fast, 18143 Napa 
St., Northridge, California 91324; (213) 
886-5664. 


EIGHT MORE MILES TO LOUISVILLE 

A complete parts kit for fast, simple 
installation of VDO Enduro Speed or 
Enduro Racer instruments on Yamaha MX 
bikes has been introduced by VDO. You 
get a hub drive unit, cable, mounting 
bracket, and either the speedometer or 
racer unit, which is a unique time/distance 
instrument designed for enduro com- 
petition. The bracket utilizes two rubber 
inserts to cushion the instruments from 
shock and vibration. Installs in 30 minutes 
or less without special tools. 1976 catalog 
just 50 cents from: VDO, 116 Victor, 
Detroit, Missouri 48203; (313) 883-7676. 


WITH IT “TEAM” LEATHERS 
Blow 'em off before the gate falls with 
these Hondaline Team design cowhide 
leathers with large white HONDA running 
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down each and every leg. Available in 
either basic blue with red seat and trim or 
basic red with blue, these nylon-lined 
beauties feature removable knee cups, 
ribbed highback waistband, built-in belt 
front and rubber shirt keepers, expandable. 
crotch, high-density foam shin guards and 
pre-curved double layer knees for that 
natural feel in the seated position. Hidden 
features include Velcro adjustable calf, 
inside pocket, and hip padding in case you 
should fall. Sizes 26 to 38 will run you 
$84.95 at your Honda dealer. 


SPRINGS FOR YAMONOSHOCKERS 

Mon-O-Shok springs from Ken Ross will 
fit any and all Yamaha monoshock units 
and are available in five ratings: 180, 195, 
210, 225, and 240 pounds. Contact your 
local dealer or: Ken Ross Inc., 213 Rusk 
St., Rockwall, Texas 75087; (214) 772-5696. 


RM125A BIG CHAIN KIT 

Convert your stock 428 to a rugged 
Diamond 520 unit with a kit that includes a 
hardened steel countershaft sprocket, big 
chain and a lightened aluminum alloy rear 
sprocket for just $47.95. Specify rear drive 
ratio desired, amount (if any) swingarm has 
been lengthened, and it's strictly a bolt-on 
application. Get ahold of A&B Distributors, 
8904 E. Garvey Ave., Rosemead, California 
91770; (213) 571-1256. 
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BIG SOCKS FROM BIG TONY 

New Tony D. motocross socks feature 
extra length — a full 23 inches from the 
heel to the top. This added hunk gives dirt 
freaks plenty of sock to roll over their boots 
or pull up over the knees for added 
protection. Made from a thick and highly 
absorbent 80-percent orlon and 20-percent 
nylon. Universal sizing — 10-13 — in radical 
red, blazin’ blue, gorgeous gold and 
outrageous orange. Put yourself in 
DiStefano's socks for a mere $5.95. At your 
dealer or contact Full House, P.O. Box 260, 
Cornwells Heights, Pennsylvania 19020. 


GET YOUR RED HOT DECALS 
RIGHT HERE 


The perfect decal for all German 


motorcycle maniacs. A modest 8 by 42 
inches in two-mill chrome mylar. Trans- 
lucent colors of silver, gold or red for just 
$7.95 from your "Mighty M" dealer or 
direct from the distributor: Maico Motor- 
cycles Inc., 109 Electric Ave., Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania 17044; (717) 242-0356. 


IF THEY COULD ONLY STOP THE SMOG 

^"|nterpart offers a replacement high- 
performance Filtron air filter element for a 
number of dirt models including all 
Kawasaki KX125-450s from '74 to '76, all 
KTM/Pentons '75 to '76, and all Suzuki 
RM250 and 370s. All filters feature a 


reticulated foam construction with a 


patented groove design that work together 
to keep your engine cleaner and operating 
at peak performance. Filtron impregnates 
the foam with a special oil compound 
through the full %-inch depth of filtering 
material. Contact Interpart Corp., P.O. Box 
390, Gardena, California 90247. 


ARE THE STARS OUT TONIGHT 
| DON'T KNOW IF IT'S CLOUDY 
OR BRIGHT 

Designed and tested for over a year by 
Malcolm Smith before the Gold Medal 
stamp of approval went on. Top-grade 
leather, thick padded palm and back, 
heavy-duty stitching. Red, white and blue 
color pattern. Priced at $19.95. Available 
from any Malcolm Smith dealer. 
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YAMAHA TT500 FORKING KIT 
“Webco-designed kit eliminates 


the 
stock pounding and pulling that increases 
with each passing bump and rut. Makes the 


big single handle like a much lighter 
motorcycle. Rider fatigue is substantially 
reduced. Extra-capacity air chambers screw 
into the top of each stanchion to make the 
system work better and longer with no fade 
or loss of performance even after hundreds 
of miles. A full eight inches of travel for just 
$59.95 from Webco dealers everywhere.” 
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CHAIN HASSLERS 

"Reusable, snap-on, aerosol model Chain 
Hassler tools fit on top of any 4%- to 
8-ounce or 11- to 16-ounce can of your 
favorite lube, cleaner, or both. The spray 
tube introduces the lubricant into the brush 
which cleans the. chain, flushes abrasive 
particles from the pin and roller, and spins 
the lubricant into the pin and roller before it 
thickens.” All that trickness for only $1.98. 
Check your dealer or contact L.E. Peterson 
Mfg., 4196 W. 1500 N., Ogden, Utah 


FALK IT 

Falk plastic fenders are now available 
from Hi-Point to fit all popular bikes and 
special plastics can be had for Husky, 
Maico, Penton and Bultaco. The most 
popular item is the new Dirt Champion 
front fender, which is over six inches wide 
and offers the ultimate protection from 
flying mud and dirt. It's a universal number 
and is available in either yellow or white. 
Locate your nearest Hi-Point dealer or 
contact them directly and ask about their 
catalog. Hi-Point Accessories, 3709 Erie 
Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053, or P.O. Box 
2327, Amarillo, Texas 79105, or 9604 Oates 
Dr., Sacramento, California 95827. 


PRESSURE IN THE BOAT? 


Find out fast with this efficient, 
convenient, easy-to-use tester that utilizes 
both vacuum and pressure to detect leaks 
in castings, seals, gaskets, etc. Since two- 
cycle engine performance relies on absolute 
engine sealing, this tester eliminates 
expensive, time-consuming engine tear- 
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down by pinpointing problem areas before 
actual work is performed. You get 
everything you need including a gauge that 
reads pressure in one direction and vacuum 
in the other for a mere $34.95. Write Azusa 
Engineering, Inc., 1542 Industrial Park St., 
Covina, California 91722. 


NOW YOU SEE HIM, 
BEFORE YOU COULDN'T 

Put a little personality into your riding act 
with a see-through plastic face mask. lt 
snaps right onto Hallman goggles and is 
made of light, high-impact plastic — 
contoured for comfort and designed to 
afford maximum protection, visibility and 
ventilation. A soft protective edge rings the 
mask for added safety. Check with your 
dealer or send $1 to Torsten Hallman for 
their latest catalog which lists hundreds of 
MX and enduro accessories. Torsten 
Hallman Racing, 1490 Fayette St., El Cajon, 

California 92020; (714) 449-6712. 


GEAR FOR ROCKIN’ OUT 

All the good stuff is now available 
through Rocky at your local dealers. For 
instance: Bell helmets, Buco helmets, Scott 
goggles, European-made shoulder pads, 
Grand Prix leathers, gloves and boots, Gold 
Belts, Spoiler visors, Luja nylon MX pants, 
top-quality American-made jerseys and all 
that sort of stuff. Send $3.95 for their 
322-page “Super Accessory Book.” Rocky 
Cycle Co. Inc., 1250 Elko Dr., (P.O. Box 
1431) Sunnyvale, California 94086; (408) 
734-3750. ` 


SIX-PETAL POWER 
This YZ125 six-petal reed kit consists of a 
34mm Mikuni carb, reed setup, a manifold 
and a snail pipe. On this particular kit they 
reshape the combustion chamber on a 
17-degree angle, machine 30. thousandths 
off the head, and the cylinder receives a 
little port work to get full advantage of the 
six-petaler. Contact Cycle Products West, 
11900 W. Pico Blvd., West Los Angeles, 

California 90064; (213) 477-0997. 


BERM MASTERS 
“The very latest from Europe's foremost 
tire maker, Barum, of Czechoslovakia. The 
18 and 21-inch B.M. Motocross Specials 
have been tested for over a year by the 
Czech GP racing team. The rubber is 
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compounded to give maximum adhesion on 
all types of terrain. Front units offer a 
unique wedge design and feature a knobby 
pattern extending down the entire sidewall. 
The rears have a new pattern that rounds 
out the shoulders and extends the knobs 
way down the sidewalls for a super bite 
and improved stability. Reduced unsprung 
weight is a result of a four-plyer weighing 
only 12.7 pounds. Now standard equipment 
on CZ and Husqvarna.” Contact Trivic Dist. 
Inc., 1586 Fayette St., El Cajon, California 
92020. 


BEEFY NOODLES 

How about some heavy-duty eight-gauge 
spokes for your Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki 
or Yamaha? DG has them and they're made 
of 1040 high-carbon steel with trick gold 
cadmium plating. For either the front or 
rear they'll set you back a mere $19.95 
which includes a spoke wrench. (Not that 
we're overly nipple-conscious, but there's 
one missing in the photo. Is there a catch?) 
For all the tricks you can handle send them 
a dollar for the DG Book of Tricks. DG 
Performance Specialties, 552 E. La Palma, 
Anaheim, California 92807. 


BLAZING HOT SUN PROTECTION 
This is the ultimate off-duty sun strain 


prevention visor. Perfect for bicycling, 
sports spectating, hang gliding (?), hiking, 
blimp watching, cruising, or anything you 
do out under the evil burning eye of the 
sun. While the bill shades your face from 
direct sun rays, a flip-down polarized pair of 
sunglasses let your visual pick-ups relax. A 
bright red adjustable Carrera head band 
with a foam brow perspiration band 
combine to give a comfortable fit to all 
sizes and shapes of melons. Available in the 
same colors as their goggles, blue, red, 
white or mellow yellow, for a mere $8.95. If 
you can’t find one, contact: Knobby Shop 
International, P.O. Box 1592, La Jolla, 
California 92038; (714) 452-1783. 
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FASTENATING 

Specialty Fasteners introduces a com- 
plete line of aircraft-quality hardware 
specifically designed for high-performance 
automotive, marine and motorcycle ap- 
plications. Everything from high-quality 
steel, stainless steel, aluminum апа 
titanium bolts and nuts to studs, washers, 
Woodruff and straight keys, Loctite 
products and tie-downs are included in the 
line. Large volume enables prices far below 
any of the aftermarket distributors. Send $1 
for a complete catalog to Specialty 
Fasteners, P.O. Box 631, Tustin, California 
92680. 


D 520T 


NLD 


DID DID DID DAIDO FOLKS 


Daido Corp., manufacturers of D.I.D 
chain, rims and spokes, was recently 
awarded a patent by the U.S. Patent Office 
for the manufacture of their unqiue 
“shouldered bushing.” The pre-stretched 
chains also feature shouldered pins and 
solid rollers to prevent galling, reduce 
stretch due to wear, and increase chain life 
and performance. D.l.D/Daido chain is 
standard equipment on most Japanese and 
many U.S. and European machines and they 
are the largest manufacturer of motorcycle 
chain in the world — having done roller 
chain research since 1913. Daido Corp., 885 
Centennial Ave., Piscataway, New Jersey 
08854. 


TT500 BOLT-ON 


Clarke’s TT500 tank was primarily 
designed for the Yamaha XT and TT four- 
strokes, but it can also be used on Pentons, 
Can-Ams and Suzuki RMs. It accepts the 
standard Yamaha petcock and comes 


complete with a vented O-ring sealed cap. 
Basic material is Phillips cross-linkable 
polyethylene and capacity is a whopping 
3.8: gallons. For $48.80 you get all 


necessary mounting hardware and a 
one-year guarantee. Clark Mfg. Company, 
Rt. 1, Box 576, Mulino, Oregon 97042. 


ROLL ME EASY, SO SLOW AND EASY 

Easy Hauler is a heavy-duty, frame- 
mounted cycle carrier with a 400-pound 
capacity that features easy, one-person 
loading and unloading. Simply flip down 
the loading chute, roll ‘er up and strap ‘er 
down. Bolt-on installation is quick and easy 
on most standard and intermediate sized 
belchfire bunziaks and all trucks, vans and 
campers. When not in use, the hauling 
truck can be quickly removed for storage. 
Contact Fabrication Specialties, 5009 
Nebraska Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45424; (513) 
233-5657. 


VARIABLE PITCH KNOBBED WIENIE 

The Bridgestone Tire Co. of America 
now has available the variable pitch M-10 
motocross tire as found on the RM125 
Suzuki and CR125M ankle biters. Designed 
to meet the needs of advanced moto- 
crossers and racing professionals. The 
wide-through-short pitch variation helps to 
ensure traction on the gamut of motocross 
surfaces — from mud to solid rock. The 
M-10 features a 19/32-inch original tread 
depth, increased tread and carcass rigidity, 
and is available in 4.00 and 4.10 by 18 sizes. 
At your dealer. & 
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Circle Number 8 on pg. 88 


HOLESHOT 

Continued from page 14 

makes a desert racer's heart sing. It 
is a beautiful shot of the 1974 
Barstow to Vegas start. It is an 
aerial shot, capturing a hundred or 
so racers, complete with dust, 
puckerbushes, telephone poles, a 
million knobby tracks, and a 
caption that spells the epitome of 


MISREPRESENTATION! 
The caption: Quote: “Desert 
sands become а racetrack as 


motorcycles scar the land in a race 
from Barstow, California, to Las 
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Vegas, Nevada. Cyclists extol the 
challenge of desert terrain, but 
environmentalists deplore the de- 
struction of a fragile ecology." 
Unquote. 

Powerful! Especially when words 
such as "scar" and "destruction" are 
used. 

A crippling, below-the-belt blow. 
A political, anti-ORV statement, 
not a "geographic" statement at all! 

At no place in the accompanying 
text did the author mention that the 
ground shown in the photograph 
was the bomb run, not the course. 


Res 


RACING OILS & ACCESSORIES USED BY THE 


WORLD'S BEST IN THE GREATEST EVENTS 


The ISDT, World M-X, Baja, National 
Enduros, M-X, Qualifier Trials, Grand 
National ... all proving grounds for the 
Hi-Point line of competition oils and 
accessories. 

The same Hi-Point boots Marty Smith 
and Jack Penton chose ... The Hi-Point 
oils Dick Burleson and Carl Cranke use 

The Hi-Point tires Bob Hannah 
speed to victory on ... Twin-Air filters 
that clean Rogers engine ... Sun rims 
that keep wheels under Moisseev ... 
Lectron carbs used by Kenny Roberts 
.., all are part of our fine line of quality 
competition accessories. 

We work hard to bring you the finest 
in oils and accessories and plan to 
continue this full scale effort to bring 


Distributed by Hi-Point Accessories: 


you, the competition rider, competition 
proven accessories. See your Hi-Point 
dealer for the finest in M-X, Enduro, 
and dirt rider accessories. Hi-Point is 
only sold through authorized Hi-Point 
dealers. 


O Enclosed is $1.50 for 3 - 8 x 10 glossy photos of 
Carl Cranke, Dick Burleson & Jack Penton in 
action. 

O Enclosed is 50€ for 48 pg. Hi-Point Catalog. 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 
Mail to Hi-Point, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 


3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, O 44052 P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Tex. 79106 9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, Ca. 95827 


No explanation that more than a 
thousand motorcycles had practiced 
that bomb run for two days prior to 
the start. Bound to leave tracks in 


the sand! No mention that in 
November, 1975, a year later, not 
a single one of those “scars” 
remained! Seems that Mother 


Nature had again performed her 
healing miracle upon a "fragile" 
ecology. Fragile, hell! Desert ecol- 
ogy has to be the toughest ecological 
system on Earth or it could never 
survive a single Mojave summer. 
Send one of those environmentalists 
through a puckerbush or cholla 
cactus, or into a Joshua tree, at 60 
miles an hour, then ask him how 
"fragile" the desert ecology is. Or, 
ask him how fragile the rock was, 
hidden in a sandwash, that just 
destroyed his bike or body. 

Sounds like National Geographic 
is due to amend their stated purpose 
to include "the expeditious demise 
of ORV activity in geographic 
areas." 

I always thought that National 
Geographic was a non-political 
journal, whose sole purpose was to 
present the world's geography to 
those of us who were unfortunate 
enough to be unable to roam the 
world freely and see its geographic 
wonders first hand. National Geo- 
graphic was a friend to sit with, to 
travel with, at a leisurely, armchair 
pace. Now, I wonder. Friends who 
label us as scar-inflicting destroyers 
of fragile eco-systems, we dont 
need. We've got enough enemies 
already. Perhaps a few  well- 
thought-out letters to "increase and 
diffuse" ORV knowledge are in 
order. The address is: 


Gilbert M. Grosvenor 

Editor 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

l7th and M Sts. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 o 


HUSKY * MAICO * KAWASAKI * BMW 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


*Shipped Within 24 Hours” ў 
C.O.D. * MASTER CHARGE * BANKAMERICARD 


WEST 24364 San Fernando Rd. (805) 
CYCLES Newhall, CA 91321. 255-1335 


Always Include Make, Model & Engine No. 


PARTS & SERVICE FOR: 


KTM/PENTON - BING 


DKW/SACHS/ROKON 


Shipped anywhere by: ROTORCYCLE 
: 1173 No. Maclay, San Fernando, Са: 91340 
Telephone: (213) 365-1919 
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Give red, white 
and blue for 
Chrislmas. 


Holiday giving is especially rewarding 
when the gift is from Hondaline™ Good 
looks, superior comfort and durability 
are what Hondaline riding gear is all 
about. It's designed by riders, for riders. 
So suit them up for Christmas, now at 
your Honda dealers TEAM HONDA 
HEADQUARTERS. 

Team Honda Helmets. Display the 
winning colors and get protection, too. 
Multilayer fiberglass shell with light- 
weight polystyrene liner. Open-face and 
full-coverage styles. Meet all applicable 
Snell and DOT requirements. 

Goggles. Full eye protection plus 
comfort. Flexible frames give contoured 
fit. Adult, youth and over-the-glasses 
styles. Many replacement and optional 
lenses, too. 

MX Leathers. Wear the Team Honda 
colors. Nylon lining; pre-curved knee 
design with removable cups and padded 
shins. Red with blue stripes or blue with 
red stripes. 

MX Gloves. Supple cowhide with dou- 
ble-stitched, pre-curved fingers. Elastic 
wristband helps keep out dirt. 

MX Boots. Notice, there are no 
buckles; instead, "press close" Velcro® | 
pads provide quick, secure, easily- 
adjustable upper boot closure. Inner-lace | 
system for firm fit and support. Metal | 
toe plate and reinforced instep sidewall | 
for added toughness. In black enduro | 
and red or black MX styles. | 


HONDALINE TRAVELERS CHECKS. 
This gift certificate is what to give if you 
don't know what to give! 

See your Honda dealer and let the rider 
on your list pick out exactly what he 
wants for on- or off-road riding. 


AHONDALINE:. 


Designed by riders. For riders. 


See the Yellow Pages for the Honda dealer nearest you. 
(9 1976 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


MUSEE PETITE 


Daybreak. The camera holds as 
sunrise slowly fills in the details of 
the countryside. Silence. Then a 
rooster crows, then another. 

The shot zooms in closer on a 
small village. Mud and stone huts, 
their grass-covered roofs seeming to 
blaze in the red morning glow. 
Slowly a sound creeps in, the 
steady, soothing lap of sea waves. 
Zoom closer. A solitary farmer, 
dressed in nondescript earthen 
colored homespun, walks toward 
the field, aimlessly battering dan- 
delions with his staff. A dog, thin 
but lively, darts and bounces 
around him, adding a note of 
frivolity to the serene yet serious 
panorama. 

Suddenly, the horn sounds! 
Again! The farmer turns, terror 
washing over his features, and races 
back toward the village. His dog, 
cheated out of a romp in the woods, 
whines indecisively, then follows. 
He nips at his panicked master’s 
heels, taking advantage of this new 
game. 

A scene switch takes in the sea. 
Lifting on a final wave, lunging for 
the shore in lion motion, three 
dragon ships grind home to the 
sand. Silently, the warriors leap 
into surf, brandishing axes, and 
stride toward the village. 

In the background, orchestrating 
the purposeful march of the 
warriors, the farmers voice is 
heard, gone high-pitched and 
childlike with fear and distance. 

“The Vikings, the Vikings are 
coming!” 


* * ж 


Indeed, one of them is already 
here. There was a time, not many 
years ago at all when the 
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She's blonde and beautiful, 
but can you score with her? 


by the DIRT BIKE Staff 


introduction of a new Husqvarna 
racer would strike similar terror 
into the hearts of other manufac- 
turers. Of late, however, the 
Swedish МХегѕ, though always 
competitive, have been less than 
devastating. 

It was thus, with many questions, 
as well as with fond memories of 
Thor comics and Kirk Douglas 
movies, that we began testing the 
1977 Husky 125 CR. 


LOVE, SWEDISH STYLE 

Yep. The Husky sure is a looker. 
Not with a made-up-prefab-profes- 
sional beauty, but with a healthy, 
robust and luscious loveliness. 
Husky has made a lot of detail 
improvements on the 1977, though 
we can think of some things that 
still need a bit of work. The clutch 
cable now passes through two 
holders, helping to keep it out of 
harm’s way. A rubber grommet 
protects the brake cable as it passes 
through the number plate. Neat 


The kickstarter, though a problem area 
on the larger models, works acceptably 
on the easy-spinning 125. 


little touches all over, though the 
bike is not as self-consciously 
tricked-out as some others. The 
little Husky gives the visual 
impression of great height, though 
none of our riders found this to be a 
hindrance in riding. The tank is 
traditional in shape. Some of us 
liked the yellow, some didn't. 


MY, HOW THE LITTLE 
DARLING'S GROWN 
Husqvarna is not a company 
with either the size or the 
inclination to change models con- 
stantly. Still, there are significant 
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changes, many of them, on the new 
125. 

A new crankcase, made out of 
pressure-die-cast magnesium, forms 
the pivot-point for the swingarm, a 
design that not only saves weight 
but improves the bike's structural 
rigidity. There are new front and 
rear hubs, and we wonder why — 
since the forks have gotten a coat of 
black paint — the hubs didn't 
receive like treatment. Heat dissipa- 
tion can't hurt and, of course, black 
hubs are the thing to have, 
nowadays. 

The most important change, in 
terms of handling, is the steering 
head angle. It has been pulled in to 
30.0 degrees, something that most 
DECEMBER 1976 


will agree should have been done 
some time ago. The bike now, 
largely as a result of just this 
change, steers as well as, or better 
than, anything. 

The suspension, both front and 
rear, has undergone some sophis- 
tication also. We'd rate the new 
Betor front forks about 85 on a scale 
of one to 100, and the shocks 
feature internal changes that both 
improve their ability to track over 
small, choppy obstacles and provide 
greater rider comfort at racing 
speeds. The shock piston now has a 
piston ring to eliminate any fade 
that might be due to excessive 
tolerances in production. Braking, 
as a result of the new hubs, is 


improved. The rear provides very 
adequate braking power and feel 
for a 195, and the front hub is 
identical to the bigger WRs. The 
front stopper is a tad grabby, but 
works well when adjusted correctly. 
More on that later. 

The remainder of the changes are 
minor: Better rims, an improved 


(and now quite watcrproofl) air. 


box, new footpegs and cables are all 
nice additions, as are the rubber- 
mounted carb and the needle 
bearing swingarm: The clutch is the 
best we've found, as is the owner's 
manual. And the Husky has lost its 
adolescent loudness for a more 
demure voice. It’s quiet enough 
now that we're tinkering with the 
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rre 


Lack of adequate routing on the front brake cable caused this kinking and 
shredding. Our simple and crude tape fix solved the problem nicely. 


idea of an enduro project, a 
prospect that should be shockingly 
simple to realize. 


WORKING ON (WITH?) HER 

One of our staffers (you'll never 
guess which one) stated that the CR 
was the easiest motocrosser made to 


work on. This may be due partially 
to the fact that he has been working 
on Huskys for so long that he can 
split cases with his teeth, while in a 
dark room. There are many design 
points, though, that facilitate 
maintenance. The air cleaner is 
located so no dirt falls into it during 


YOU AND ME AGAINST THE WORLD 


Here it comes, the old familiar 
question. We've said some fine 
things about the 125 CR in the 
above test, but what everyone really 
wants to know is, how does it 
measure up against the rest of the 
screaming 125 horde? 

First, speed. The Husky is as fast 
as, or perhaps slightly faster than, 
the Suzuki, Yamaha or Honda in a 
drag race. It won't be beaten by an 
equal or inferior rider on anything 
else. 

On the right kind of course the 
Husky's broad (for a 125) power- 
band can be a definite asset. We 
found our test bike would regularly 
beat other 125s coming out of 
slow corners. Also, since the engine 
is not pipey, less shifting is required. 

Handling, and especially steering, 
are different from but equal to any 
of the competitive on-the-market 
one-two-fives. 

The Husky weighs a bit more 
than the super-lightweights in this 
very light class. 

This is probably the simplest to 
maintain 125 around, and should, 
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with reasonable care, outlast most 
others. Husky’s 60-day uncon- 
ditional warranty is a factor to be 
considered. 

If you yearn for a racer that you 
can occasionally trail ride or beat 
through an enduro there is no better 
choice. In fact, even if you do 
nothing but race motocross the 
Husky’s price difference can still be 
justified, as many parts (the clutch, 
gears, shaft, frame, tank, seat, etc.) 
are identical to those found on the 
360 and should hold up uncommon- 
ly well. 

If you are concerned about quiet, 
and you should be, this is the 
quietest of the pure race 125s. 

The 125 Husky is certainly the 
most competitive motocrosser to 
come out of Sweden in a while. 
Arlo Englund’s surprisingly high 
finshes in the 125 Nationals on a 
stock Husky serve to document the 
fact. We wonder. This is the first of 
the 1977 Husqvarnas we've tested. 
If the 250 and the 360 are equally 
improved, then the Vikings may be 
coming in 1977, indeed. 


removal, and is still well sealed and, 
as we said, waterproof. Access to 
the carburetor is good. The 
kickstarter and shift lever come off 
integral with the clutch cover, etc. 
Basically, the bike is simply and 
thoughtfully designed. Built for 
people who planned to race and 
service their own machine. 


SCENES FROM A MARRIAGE, 
OR, RIDING IT 

Starting is no problem. Our 125 
fired off on the first or second kick 
every time and always ran clean 
from the moment of starting, which 
is somewhat unusual for a Husky. 
The kickstart is little better than 
poor, but the fact that the 125 spins 
over more easily than a bigger bike 
allows it to do the job. Lack of 
primary kickstart is about the most 
serious criticism we can make about 
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the bike! 

Shifting is fine, though it will be 
accomplished faster and with more 
surety when the clutch is used. 
Otherwise, it is possible to miss 
shifts in the heat of competition. 
The clutch should always be used 
for starts and at any time during a 
race when clutching is convenient 
or possible. There could be a bit less 
slack in the shifting mechanism but, 


The new pipe is worlds quieter. It does 
not, however, incorporate a spark 
arrestor. 
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as the gears are the same as on the 
360, gear life- should be long and 
happy. 

There were no complaints at all 
about the rear brake. It's super. The 
front, however, is a bit touchy, 
especially if the cable binds as ours 
did initially. Our front brake cable 
was routed to the outside of the 
upper front fork leg and came at an 
angle into the cable guide. This 
soon caused enough friction to wear 
away the plastic lining on the cable 
and loosen the mounting tie-downs. 
The cable then came adrift and the 
brake began sticking. A cable 
holder (we used tape) should be 
fitted to route the cable directly into 
the guide on the front number 
plate. 

The Husky's suspension is on a 
par with any, especially after 

Continued on page 86 


HUSQVARNA 125 CR, 1977 


Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $1395 
Engine Two-stroke single 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio ...13.5:1 (theoretical) 
Carburetion: 
Bing 84, 32mm venturi, with start-slide 
Standard Jetting: 
Pilot 35, needle jet 2.76, needle #1, 
position 3 of 4, slide #1, main jet 160 
Horsepower: 
20.3 at 10,000 rpm on rear wheel at Will 
Pfitzenmaier's dyno. Correction factor 


Six-disc, alloy 
Primany: Drivel „Жыз Ала 3.89:1 
Overall Transmission Ratios: 

(crankshaft to rear wheel with 13:53 

gearing) 

. 32.80:1 
. 24.68:1 
. 19.65:1 
. 16.56:1 
. 13.96:1 
. 12.34:1 
Final Drive: 

13-tooth countershaft 

53-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration: Foam in magnesium air box 
Electrics Motoplat pointless 

Non-primary kick 
Lubrication 
Recommended Fuel 
Recommended Oil: 

Castrol R, Shell Super M, Pennzoil 2T. 
Fuel Tank Capacity ............. 7.8-liter 
Frame ...Single downtube, chrome moly 
Suspension: 

Front: Husqvarna-Betor forks with 

198mm travel 

Rear: Gas Girling shocks with 207mm 

wheel travel 
Wheels & Spokes: 

Front: Full-width hub, Akront “green 

label” rim, 4mm spokes 

Rear: Conical hub, Akront “green 

label’ rim, 4mm spokes 
Tires: 

Front: 3:00x21 Trelleborg 

Rear: 4.00x18 Trelleborg 
Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 142.0cm (55.9 inches) 
Swingarm length ...49.0cm (19.0 inches) 
Ground clearance . . .27.0cm (10.6 inches) 
Bars, height 104.0cm (40.0 inches) 
90.0cm (35.4 inches) 
32.0cm (12.0 inches) 
47.0cm (18.5 inches) 
80.0cm (31.5 inches) 


Pegs, height 


Seat Height 
Fork angle: 
Claimed 30 degrees, measured 30.3 


94kg (201 pounds) 
42.496 Front 
57.696 Rear 
Brakes: 
140mm drum front and rear. 
Rear: Full floating 
Silencer: 
Yes, very quiet for a competition bike 
Spark Arrestor 
Warranty ....60-day Husqvarna warranty 
Parts Prices: 
Piston: $31.62 (complete w/everything 
(ring, pin, keepers) 
$5. 


Brake cable 
Brake pedal 
Shift lever 
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Part Two: 
Can-Am, Karsmakers, 
and, the future? 


In our last issue we talked with 
Gary about his early racing years, 
culminating in the first two 
National Championships won on 
Yamaha and Honda respectively. 
The Jones/Honda split began with 
Honda’s failure to provide Gary 
with an Open class ride. Unwilling 
to ride Support class, Jones brought 
a personally-owned Maico to the 
Trans-Am, just in case... 


DB: Did you buy the Maico in 
advance, thenP 


- GJ: We found out a week before the 


race that Honda didn’t plan to have 
bikes, Open bikes, and that they 
wanted me to ride in the Support 
class. I was signed up in the Open 
class, though, and was determined 
to ride it. 
DB: Yeah, it would look bad for 
the National Champ to ride Support 
class. 
GJ: Right. Anyway, dad and I 
talked to each other and decided to 
buy the best production Open bike 
available, the one that would work 
best for what we planned to do, so 
we bought a couple of Maicos. 
DB: From Cooper? 
GJ: Yeah, we went down to Frank 
Cooper’s and he gave us a good deal 
on the bikes. Anyway, when we got 
to the race we were prepared. We 
had our attorney with us. 
DB: Expecting some trouble, huh? 
GJ: Yeah, for sure. And of course 
the Open Hondas weren't there, so I 
rode practice on the Maico with 
Honda leathers and jersey and all. 
DB: You were still fulfilling your 
contract, then? 
GJ: Right. After practice was over, 
not long before the race was 
supposed to start, some rental trucks 
pulled into the pits, running wide 
open, with a bunch of new Hondas 
in the back. A little late. They 
threw them together and I rode one 
lap, talked the ref into letting me 
make a lap on them, but they were 
so ill-prepared that I decided I'd 
better not try to race them. 
DB: Didn't work well, huh? 
GJ: Not at all. Gary Chaplin rode 
one to prove that I was wrong. He 
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made about three laps before the GJ: Really pretty standard. The convincing them that the change 


thing blew up. only major change we made was necessary. After we convinced 
DB: Was Honda planning to sue was moving the shocks forward on them, though, they went all-out. 
you for riding the MaicoP the swingarm. There was some DB: Did you get a lot of kidding 
GJ: No. They still wanted me to trouble over that because Can-Am about your going with a relatively 
ride for them, to ride the 250 class. | wanted us to race stock bikes, unknown brand? 

I told them there was no way I'd though the stockers weren't very GJ: Yeah, some said, you know, it's 
ride it. I guess I was the competitive. We had a little trouble ^ going to be junk. And so I said, “So 


hard-headed one, but I felt I was 
right. When they did get an Open 
bike for me it was junk anyway. 
There was talk of letting me set one 
up, work on it so I could race it, 
but that never happened. I just said 
the hell with it and rode the Maico. 
DB: Chaplin stayed with Honda for 
the series. How did he do? 

GJ: Gary rode hard and very well, 
but the bikes made him look bad. 
He'd be doing really fine for a few 
laps and then it would break on him 
or throw him down. 

DB: Were there any real hassles 
with Honda over all this? 

GJ: No, everything was handled 
legally. It was just a business 
arrangement that didn't work out. 
No hard feelings. I'm still friendly 
with some of those guys. 

DB: And then the Can-Am thing 
came along. How did you get into 
that? 

GJ: Well, that’s another long story. 
Dennis Mahan, the same guy that 
used to work for my father and 

: ater got me started with Yamaha, 
works with Can-Am. He does all 
the racing engine development and 
stuff like that. We got to talking 
and decided that we'd help them 
and they'd help us. That's how it 
worked out. Then Jimmy Ellis 
decided to get into it heavy with 
Can-Am too; before that he was just 
riding locally. 

DB: How much development did 
they let you do on the thing; could 
you do just about anything you 
wanted? 

GJ: We all worked together, really, 
everybody was trying to get the 
thing to work. I shouldn’t say 
anything bad about it, but the bike 
wasn't very good when we first got j 
it. By the time we first raced it, : Dr : 

though, it was a pretty good : / mean, why should we 
motorcycle. We did a lot of work on : be fi 

it before that first race. ee е ixing somebody else’: 5 

DB: How close to stock was it when bikes when we could do it - 
you finally raced it? for ourselves? 
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were a lot of other machines that I 
started on and eventually . . .” well, 
you know. We did have a lot of 
problems with it. But everyone 
involved was working hard to fix 
them. That's why I was riding the 
bike, to fix it. And then I broke my 
leg on the thing. 


DB: When was that? 

GJ: In Daytona, the 8th of March, 
1975. It was my own fault, it was 
just stupidity. They had Open and 
250 practice together. There were 
too many people on the track and I 
was riding very slow, that’s what I 
always do, practice the track 


\ 


I stuck my foot right in 


his rear wheel while he was 
down and his bike was 
running wide open. 


e 


instead of racing it. I was looking 
around and had my head up my 
butt, going slow in the 
straightaway. Peter Lamppu had 
fallen off in a corner, a low-gear 
U-turn-type corner, and I just 
whipped in there and threw it 
down. I stuck my foot right in his 
rear wheel while he was down and 
his bike was running wide open. I 
just stepped into his rear wheel and 
it tore my leg up. 

DB: How did they get you out? 

GJ: They had trouble with that. 
They tried to pull out the axle and 
finally had to pound it out, into the 
dirt. My dad cut all of the spokes 
out with a pair of dykes and ripped 
the shock off. It took about 30 
minutes to get me untangled from 
that wheel. I don't know whose 
fault it was, but they never stopped 
practice or anything. The other 
riders just rode around me while I 
was lying there. 

DB: Well, the time schedule at 
Daytona is something else. For all 
practical purposes, that was your 
last race on Can-Am? 

GJ: That was it. The last time I 
rode it. I mean, I had a good 
contract with Can-Am, and they 
paid me if I got hurt, and all that. 
Everything seemed to be working 
out well. At first, the word was that 
I wasn't broken up too bad. I even 
thought that myself. I figured I'd be 
racing within six months, but the 
first four went by and I wasn't 
healing at all. They had to restrain 
my leg twice because of difficulties, 
and the rumor started that I was 
faking it and trying to collect 
money for nothing. I never did find 
out who said that, but I heard 
about it. 

Anyway, we talked to the 
Can-Am folks and no one would 
admit having heard anything about 
the rumor, though we continued to 
get the same feedback from our 
own sources. We had the chance of 
a deal with Frank Cooper, he 
wanted to sell out. I wasn't doing 
anything and Dad wasn't doing 
anything. We quit doing any testing 
for Can-Am and gave back our test 
bikes and stuff. When we first went 
to Mexico it was just to look 
around, to check it out. After that 
we decided. I mean, why should we 
be fixing somebody else's bikes 
when we could do it for ourselves, 
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and have something solid fourth. Karsmakers was running intentionally, too, you know. So І 


afterwards. So we bought out Frank third, and I passed him, so in the said something about it to the old 
Cooper, and started AM Mex. next corner he ran over me. We man but nothing was done. 
Can-Am heard about what we were both went down, but to make а DB: Did you talk to Pierre after 
doing. They said it would cause long story short І got the bad end of that? 


conflicts of interest and all that, and the deal. It screwed up my leg and GJ: Well, we were good friends 
that it would be better if we all got bent my motorcycle up pretty good. until that incident. What can you 
out of our contract. We agreed that It was a new bike! He did it say? I thought he was an ass and I 
for a certain amount we would. 
They settled with us, and so we got 
out. 

DB: They bought you out of the 
contract. Were there hard feelings 
about that? 

GJ: No, not really. You know, there 
are always hard words going back 
and forth, but once everything's 
over, everybody’s still friends. 

DB: Does it bother you now, while 
the AM Mex is under development, 
to get beaten continually because 
the machine is still not up to the 
competition? Obviously, you were 
on top for so many years... 

GJ: Well, it's not so bad that I get 
beat, I accept that, the fact that I'm 
not riding very fast. When I'm 
going good, though, and the bike 
breaks on me, that gets to me. 
Every weekend the same things 
keep breaking. We don't have 
millions of dollars to put behind 
things to solve the problems, so we 
keep trying inexpensive fixes. 
Finally I think we have a 

good motorcycle after a year of 
breakdowns. We're getting it 
together. Still, breaking down has 
always been a bummer for me. I 
haven't been riding all that fast yet, 
though, because my leg is still a 
little messed up. I still can't use it to 
its full extent. 

DB: Still? 

GJ: Yeah, today, right now. But it's 
getting a lot better. I just have to 
warm it up, like a new engine. I 
have to break it in a little bit before 
I can go wide open on it. 

DB: To backtrack a little, after you 
had your falling out with Honda 
you continued the series on your 
Maico and did really well. Tell us 
what happened that season between 
Karsmakers and you. 

GJ: It started in Atlanta. I had just 


gotten a new Maico from the 1 didn't care about the 
factory. I was finishing high on the 


stock bike so they gave me a special e race anymore... it was 


one, cantilevered shocks and all just kill him you know өө 
that. I was completely pumped. ; ^ 7 
Anyway, I was doing well at get him. 


Atlanta, I'd moved up from 12th to 
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guess he thought I was one too. I 
told him, "There'll be another 
day." You know, just like anyone 
would say. We went to the next 
race and rubbed handlebars a few 
times and that didn't make me feel 
any better. For some reason he kept 
getting off easy. Finally, in the last 


race, at Livermore, I had had about 
all I could take. I was riding the 
same bike, and doing pretty well 
again. I was passing riders after 
another bad start, battling it out 
with Rich Thorwaldson while we 
both moved up through the pack. 
We caught up with Pierre, with 


There's never a road 


ee 


long enough that it doesn't 
have a turn. That's all I'm 


e 


going to say about it. 
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Rich a little behind me, and Pierre 
and I knocked bars and I slid out. 

I got back behind Thorwaldson 
in a short time and Pierre was 
fighting with him, thinking Rich 
was me. He knocked him around a 
little bit until I passed Thorwaldson 
and Karsmakers got a flat. He 
started riding a zig-zag course, on 
the straightaway, trying to keep me 
from passing. I pulled up and he hit 
me on the side and knocked me 
down again! I saw red. The next 
time I got up next to him I just 
jumped off my bike and grabbed 
him. 

DB: Cowboy-style. 
DB: Yeah, really, I was just trying 
to get him. I didn't even care about 
the race anymore. I wasn't racing, 
it was just kill him, you know, get 
him. He punched me and I 
punched him a few times, then the 
crowd pulled us apart. I got on my 
bike and he got on his. His was a 
little screwed up, though, because I 
had kicked the throttle cable out of 
it. Anyway, I got fined, and my 
brother got suspended for jumping 
on Pierre after I rode away. As far 
as I could tell, Karsmakers never 
did get fined on that deal... But I 
don't know, I guess I’m the bad guy. 
DB: Was that pretty much the end 
of the feud? 
GJ: It's still not over as far as I'm 
concerned. There's never a road 
long enough that it doesn't have a 
turn. That's all I’m going to say 
about it. 
DB: Yeah. Well... Are you 
looking to be competitive again in 
1977? 
GJ: Definitely. I'm going back into à 
training again. 
DB: Do you feel you're in poor 
physical shape right now? 
GJ: Yeah, it showed on Sunday at 
the SCORE thing. 
DB: You still got second, though... 
Do you plan on riding the 
Trans-Ams this year? 
GJ: Well, we're going to see what 
happens with the production bikes 
these next few weekends. If every- 
thing's working good, then we'll go 
all-out to make a good Open bike. I 
may even ride the Support class on 
the 250 for a while. I don't think 
Im in shape yet to ride compet- 
itively in the Open class. Not yet. 
But I'm coming back to it! eo 
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It was an exciting year for moto- 
cross in America. 1976 found all the 
major motorcycle distributors more 
deeply involved in campaigning the 
National Motocross Circuit than 
ever before. At any one race, over 
half the entries in the 


40 bike _ 
starting field would be made up of — 


factory or factory supported riders. 


‘The racing became more exciting 


and with the deeper involvement of 


-the factory teams came the realiza- 


tion that the popularity of moto- 
cross was once again on the 
upswing after a two year leveling 
off period. 


Kent Howerton clinched the 500cc 
National Championship in New 
Orleans. er 


| THE 1976 AMA 125 
Ф 500cc NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 


by Jim Gianatsis 


THE 1976 AMA 25 à 50 ) 
- CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Bob Hannah and 
Kent Howerton 
depose the 
two-time reigning 
champions. 


The most competitive of the 1976 
Nationals were the 125cc and the 
500cc Championships. Over the 
previous two years these classes had 
been won by Honda's Marty Smith 
in the 125cc, and Jimmy Weinert in 
the 500cc on Yamaha and Kawa- 
saki. For 1976 there were many 
new faces in the winner's circle, and 
when the season-long Champion- 


ships wrapped up at the Popeyes 
Fried Chicken AMA 500 & 125cc 
National Motocross Championship 
Finals in New Orleans on August 
29th, Yamaha’s Bob Hannah was 
the new 125cc National Champion 
and Kent Howerton had clinched 
the 500cc Championship with his 
Husqvarna. 

The season had also proved to be 
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one of controversy and question. 
Controversy because a privateer 
rider, Mickey Boone, tried to use 
the AMA's claiming rule for the first 
time ever in weekly attempts to buy 
the winning factory works bikes at 
bargain prices. The factory teams 
always bid against him and in the 


drawing for the claim won their 


bikes back, but it stil left a 
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question. If the claiming rule stayed 


on the books for next year, what 
would happen to the factory 
supported AMA National Cham- 
pionships in 1977? 


THE 125cc NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
This had to be the most 
interesting class if only because few 


The 500 Class at St. Petersberg heads 
into the first turn. 

people believed Marty Smith and 
his RC125 Honda could be beaten. 
In reality they dominated the 125cc 
National Championship during its 
first two years because they had no 
real competition. Marty was a 
fantastic rider, but it wasn't until 
this year that he had to work for 


At the St. Petersburg National, Semics, 
DiStefano and Howerton head for the 
first turn. 


what he got. 

For 1976 both Yamaha and 
Suzuki engaged in an all out war to 
try and take the 125cc Champion- 
ship away from Honda. Yamaha 
fielded Bob Hannah and Dan 
Turner on the new OW 27 
watercooled monoshocks, while 
Suzuki brought in Billy Grossi, 
Danny LaPorte and Jeff Jennings on 
the World Championship winning 
RA Suzuki and RM production 
bikes. This left Honda caught with 
their shocks up. Marty was still 
riding his RC125 Honda Type I 
which was basically a two-year-old 
design when the season began. His 
only support on the team came 
from Don Kudalski and Steve Wise 
on FMF modified production CR 
Hondas. 

While Marty Smith was at a 
distinct disadvantage on rough 
tracks with his Type I Honda, it 
was mainly the riding skill of Bob 
Hannah and not the considered 
“advantage?” of his watercooled 


Opposite: Mighty Marty couldn't quite 
bring it off again this year, though he 
finished a strong second to Hannah. 
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Semics celebrates his win in Florida. 
He won more races than Howerton, 

but couldn't match the Husky rider's 
consistency. 


Yamaha that allowed Bob to take 
the year's first race at Hangtown, 
California, and pull away with the 
points lead in the Championship. 
His talent was proven during the 
season as "Hurricane" Hannah 
became the only rider in the history 
of AMA motocross to win in the 
250cc and 500cc classes as well. 


During the 125cc Nationals, wins 
were posted early in the season by 
Honda's Don Kudalski and Steve 
Wise, proving that production 
machinery could win against the 
works bike but that no one rider 
could win consistently against Bob 
Hannah. The only race Bob failed 
to finish during the Championship 
was at the Keysers Ridge 125cc 
National where, because of fear of 
having the waterpumper claimed, 
Bob rode using an old YZ engine in 
his bike. The engine blew the crank 
and at the next National, Bob was 
back on the waterpumper. Mechan- 
ic Bill Butchka said the fear of 
having the waterpumper claimed 
wasn't worth Yamaha's losing the 
Championship. 

Meanwhile, Marty Smith was 
either being beaten by Hannah or 
suffering mechanical problems at 
every race with his old RC. For the 
final three races of the Champion- 
ship, Honda brought out its new 
125 RC Type II with cantilever rear 
suspension in hopes that there was 
still time for Marty to salvage his 
title. Marty would have taken the 
overall win at the Type II' first 
race if a slower rider hadn't crashed 
him. He did manage to win one 
moto that weekend in San Antonio, 
37 
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125cc Championship. 


Danny LaPorte won the final two 125cc 
Nationals. He looks good for next year. 


Texas. When someone tried to claim 
the bike after the race, Honda put 
Marty back on the old Type I for 
the following weeks race in 
Houston. Marty could place no 
better than fifth that week which 
allowed Bob Hannah and Yamaha 
to win the Championship. Suzuki's 
Danny LaPorte won that week 
because Hannah only needed a 
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Bob Hannah andthe claim-ridden OW 27 waterpumper took the 


Gianatsis can’t send in a race report 
without at least one tootsie shot, lech. 


fourth place to secure the title. 

Even though the Championship 
was decided before the 125cc 
National Finals at New Orleans, 
this was Marty’s last chance to 
prove himself against Hannah. 
Marty told Honda that he wouldn’t 
race without the RC Type II and 
they relented, putting him back on 
the new bike for this last race. 


Yamaha wanted Bob to compete in 
the 500cc class where he stood a 
good chance to pull off the overall 
win and provide them with double 
publicity. But Bob didn’t want to 
interfere with the battle for the 
Championship in that class and 
chose to stay with the 125cc class. 
Bob won the first moto ahead of 
Danny LaPorte as Marty worked up 
from a slow start to finish third. In 
the second moto Bob was running 
away with the race again only to be 
slowed six laps from the finish by a 
flat front tire. Marty caught up 
with Bob, but when he tried to pass 
him they collided and both went 
down. LaPorte slipped on by to 
take the moto and the overall win 
as Bob recovered in time to hold 
onto second. Marty suffered a 
broken off rear shock and continued 
to race up to the last lap with the 
broken shock dangling off his bike 
as he tried to catch Bob, but on the 
last lap the Honda’s engine seized 
up tight and Marty had to walk 
back to the pits. 

The 1976 AMA 125cc National 
Championships had definitely 
proved to be an exciting Series with 
five different winners under the 
new points per moto scoring system. 
When it had ended though, Bob 
Hannah had proven himself to be 
the one rider capable of taking 
away Marty's crown. 


125cc NATIONAL STANDINGS 


1 Bob. HAMMAN d тъ ody ewe tater Yam 347 
2: Мапу Әп s x a ЛИШ AS SNES Hon 260 
3." Danny- LaPorte: ыле е ЖЕТУ. Suz 259. 
4; Steve Үйге? ы, „ышы ЕЛ ЕК к Ноп 243 
5. Broc Glover .. Yam 222 
6. Warren Reid Hon 154 
7. Ron Turner Hon 144 
8. Mike Kessler Kaw 142 
9. John Savitsk Suz 141 
10. Billy Grossi... Suz -—117 


THE 500cc NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

This was the class where in past 
years it seemed anything could 
happen, and for 1976 it did. In the 
first race of the series reigning 
two-time 500cc National Champion 
Jimmy Weinert suffered a broken 
kneecap during practice at Mexico, 
New York, caused by a stone 
thrown up from the rear wheel of 
Tony DiStefano’s Suzuki. The 
“Jammer” made the mistake of 
riding his Kawasaki around in 
practice to check out Tony’s lines. 
The accident caused Jimmy to miss 
the first three races of the 500cc 
Championship and any chance at a 
third straight title. 
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With Jimmy out of the way the 
500cc title chase became a two way 
battle between Husqvarna's "Rhine- 
stone Cowboy" Kent Howerton 
and Yamaha's Bob Hannah. At the 
first two races Kent pulled off the 
overall wins as "Hurricane" Hannah 
fought him over every inch of track. 
Bob was proving himself to be 
equally fast on any displacement 
size Yamaha, but the experimental 
thermovalve monoshock in his 
400cc OW 26 was suffering from 
overheating and would severely 
affect the handling of his bike 
towards the end of the race. Kent's 
360 CR Husky on the other hand 
was proving itself to be the best 
handling bike in the 500cc class 
after he and mechanic Eric Crippa 
had spent the entire 250cc National 
Series sorting it out. 

The Yamaha's shock overheating 
problem was corrected by the third 
race in the series at St. Louis and 
Hannah was finally dialed in to 
take the win, only to experience 
ignition and shifting problems that 
put him out of the running. 
Honda's Pierre Karsmakers bested 
the competition that day with the 
new cantilever works RC bike. For 
Hannah it was the last race in the 
500cc Series, because the remaining 
race dates conflicted with the 125cc 
National Championships. 

Meanwhile, for the four remain- 
ing events in the seven race 500cc 
Series Kent Howerton would con- 
tinue to hold his points lead in the 
standings with high weekly plac- 
ings, though he would never post 
another overall win. Steve Stack- 
able took his RN 400 works Suzuki 
to victory at Unadilla, New York, 
for his first National win ever at 
race number four. 

The three remaining Nationals 
went to Kawasakis Gary Semics 
who really began pumping himself 
up as the Championships neared an 
end, with Yamaha's Rick Burgett 
managing one moto win in the mud 
of Castle Point, Kentucky. There 
was a good chance that Semics 
could beat Kent at the New Orleans 
500cc National and pull off the 
Championship, but he had to win 
both motos to do it. When Kent 
won the first moto over Gary the 
Championship was all but de- 
cided. The second moto saw Jimmy 
Weinert beating out Tony Di- 
Stefano for the win as Gary and 
Kent battled over third place amid 
the screaming of some 15,000 
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Honda brought out the new Type II RC in mid-season, but it was already too 
late for Marty to catch Hannah for the title. 


excited fans. A few laps from the 
end of the moto they collided into 
each other and went down, with 
Gary remounting first to go on and 
place third and take the overall 
win. Kent's fourth place finish was 
all that he needed to gain the 1976 
AMA 500cc Championship for 
Husqvarna. Gary had won the 
battle, but Kent had won the war. 
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500cc NATIONAL STANDINGS 


Kent; EOWeFtOn E Sr a 
. Gary Semics ... я i 
. Steve Stackable 
. Pierre Karsmaker 
. Tony DiStefano ... 


Rick Burgett Wok M. ЖМК. e Cip de 


»"RichiEierstedte 65 o. onte erecta 
TOMMY Croft, lois ode eren herd 
| Gaylon Mosier E анай 
ИЕК SUNS ee Selena s expri acie 


BOOTS OF SPANISH WEATHER 


After competing in the U.S. 
World Trial round at Gold Bar, 
Washington, Spanish trials cham- 
pion Manuel Soler, 19, traveled to 
Southern California. He spent some 
time with Bultaco press rep Mike 
Hannon and fellow factory rider 
Bernie Schreiber. Manuels affilia- 
tion with the factory is also a family 
one, since he is the grandnephew of 
Senor F.X. Bulto. Along with some 
riding at the local sand and rock 
piles he also got a chance to visit 
Disneyland, a  Dodger baseball 
game, Universal Studios and Las 
Vegas. 

We spent a couple of days with 
Manuel, who began his riding 
career at age three. He rode his first 
trial at ten. Soler appears a shoe-in 
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for his third straight Spanish trials 
championship, having won four of 
the first six events. After the trial at 
Gold Bar he was ranked sixth in the 
world standings. 

In addition to his riding, Manuel 

as a development contract with 
Clice, a Spanish accessory manufac- 
turer of boots, pants, helmets, etc. 
He plans on studying marketing in 
college. His language capabilities 
include English, which is how we 
understood what he was talking 
about, a little French and absolute- 
ly no Swedish. 

One day of our get-together was 
devoted to plonking — the other 
found us at Indian Dunes, where 
Manuel tried out a couple of RMs 
and a 125 Husky. There our guest 
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got a chance to demonstrate that 
well-known exercise, the chocar y 
quemar. 

Being curious about the state of 
motorcycling in Spain, the country 
second only to Japan in the number 
of manufacturers exporting to 
America, we pulled out the Sony 
and fired away. Here are some of 
the things we learned. 


OFF-ROAD RIDING 

Motocross is the most popular 
form of dirt riding. Trials and road 
racing are the next most popular 
aspects of motorcycling. There's 
quite.a bit of amateur or sportsman 
road racing. Enduros are not as 
prevalent as they are here. There 
are maybe a half-dozen nationals. 
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Sportsman motocrossing takes place 
on virtually stock bikes; there is no 
big accessory market. The only 
championship class for motocross in 
Spain is 250cc. 125 riders are all in 
the Junior class (This is similar to 
the under-17 Schoolboy class in 
England — there is no 125 class 
once the rider turns 17.) Sound 
standards have not yet made their 
appearance. 


STREET RIDING 

The largest street machine dis- 
placement offered by a Spanish 
manufacturer is 250cc. Bultaco sells 
the Metralla, Ossa has a sport 
roadster. The Montjuic, which 
received quite a bit of publicity a 
few years back, has not yet been 


offered for sale by Bultaco. There 
are larger displacement street bikes, 
imported from other countries in 
Europe. Dirt bikes can be licensed 
for the street fairly easily. Major 
requirement is lights, Several years 
ago it was not uncommon to see 
businessmen putting along on trials 
bikes. Enduros and ’crossers could 
also be seen on the pavement. Now, 
genuine street bikes are becoming 
much more prevalent. 


THE THREE FACTORIES 

Yes, there is a lot of competition 
between the three manufacturers. 
Montesa is the oldest. Ossa 
appeared next. Bultaco is the 
late-comer, appearing about 17-18 

years ago. 
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DERIVATION OF THE NAME 
BULTACO 
It is a combination of the 


surname and nickname of the 
founder, Senor F.X. Bulto. The F 
stands for Francisco, and Paco is the 
nickname for Francisco. They 
dropped the O from Bulto and the P 
from Paco and there it was. 


COMPETITION CLASSES 
They have just two classes, Junior 
and Senior. Age 16 is the minimum 
requirement. Five wins in the 
Junior class transfers a rider to the 
Senior class. 


TER RAIN IN SPAIN, 

FALLS MOSTLY ON THE PLAIN 

Twenty miles from Barcelona you 
can find water, mud, rocks and dry 
land. Land in Spain is still open for 
the most part, but laws spelling out 
where motorcycles may or may not 
ride are in the works. It is not 
anticipated that these laws will be 
excessively restrictive. (Evidently 
there won't be massive tortoise 
preserves so the strip miners can go 
about their business free of outside 
intrusion.) The motocross tracks 
don’t have admission fees. 


THE BIG-BORE SHERPA 

There is no official word whether 
some form of big-bore (348, 352, 
364) Sherpa will go into production. 
The factory has a more powerful 
and smoother 326cc prototype 
engine. Soler has ridden a big-bore 
prototype at the factory. that he 
feels is smoother than the 348 
currently ridden by world cham- 
pion Martin Lampkin. 


SPANISH IMPORTS 
European street bikes are im- 
ported, but motocrossers. and 
trialers aren’t. Imports have a very 
high duty, something close to 
100-percent. 


COST OF BIKES IN SPAIN 
A Pursang costs about $1200, a 
Sherpa T about $1100. 


FIBERGLASS 

Why do Spanish machines still 
sport fiberglass tank and fenders. 
Economics. Certain materials are 
not that readily available in Spain 
or are quite expensive relative to 
alternates. We'll probably see more 
plastic from Spain in the future. 
There is no law requiring that 


components on the bike be made in 
Spain. One of the reasons why so 
many components are made under 
license in Spain, such as the Amal 
and Bing carburetors, is to avoid 
the stiff tariff placed on imports. 


POPULARITY OF 

MOTORCYCLING IN SPAIN 

Soccer (called football over there) 
is probably the most popular sport. 
The motorcycle champions in Spain 
are much better known in their 
homeland than our bike stars here. 
Manuel is frequently recognized 
while mingling in public, as are 
other top riders. 


MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINES 
IN SPAIN 
There are three popular mag- 
azines. 


INDULGING YOUR EXCESSES 

A 450 SL Mercedes costs $80,000 
in Spain. A Kawasaki Z900 that 
costs about $2500 over here goes for 
about $8000. A Fiat is only $5000. 
Vans and pickups are not the major 
bike transporters; trailers are used 
by the majority of riders. Gasoline 
costs about $1.60 a gallon. That's 
another reason why there is a good 
deal of motorcycle апа bicycle 
traffic in the towns and cities. 


WESTERN MOVIES 

Know all those westerns (Man 
with No Name, etc.) they make in 
Spain in the desert (Almeria) that 
looks so similar to the American 
Southwest? Its a relatively small 
area in the southern part of the 
country. o 
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Most everything, no matter what 
it is or what type of finish protects 
it; will eventually fall to the 
torturous effects of our hostile 
atmosphere. Still worse than normal 
everyday objects, consider some- 
thing. as close to you as your 
fire-breathing, two-wheeled dream 
machine as its subjected to the 
grasping, wildly gyrating motion of 
your body flailing against its 
epidermis for hours at a time. Each 
skillful. movement rubbing, wear- 
ing, grinding away at its only 
means of protection from the 
elements. Then imagine the com- 
pounded effects of sand, mud, sage- 
brush, boulders . . 
just no way to stop it. However, 
you can slow the proces down 
considerably. Looks aren't every- 
- thing, but surely you remember the 
saying immortalized by Darrell W. 


Green, the famous race driver: “A: 


clean car is a fast car." Get it? 

` After you've stripped the bike 
completely and the location of each 
nut, bolt, washer and slip pin is 


permanently etched in your mem-. 


ory banks, you actually have a 
couple or three roads you can take 
depending on how serious you are 
or what strange things you're into. 

First, there's your basic sand job. 
Start with. 100 and finish up with 
990 wet or dry sanding paper. 
There's nothing to it. Everybody 
loves to sand. Then there's always 
the super sano route where you 
drag your frame down to your local 
sand blaster and have him blast it 
down to bare metal and ugly welds. 
This will usually set you back 
between eight and twelve dollars, 
which isn’t too much when you 
figure that you're starting out fresh. 

. Some extra precautions will have to 
be taken to protect swingarm 
bushings and bearing surfaces from 
the blasting sand. A couple or three 
layers of silver tape and directions 
to the blaster to go easy on | those 
spots should do it. 

If you're very strange and like to 
abuse your body and mind, there's 
always paint remover. It's got to be 
one of the worst things you can do 
to yourself or your bike. Youll be 
better off sanding. 

Those of you who аге not 
familiar. with painting and what 
works best should consult your local 
shop. There are several good long 
lasting brands available. In the case 
that you've blasted or sanded down 
to the bare metal, a compatible 
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RUST PREVENTION 


Restoring antiques for fun and praise 
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by George Wegner 


A trip to the sandblaster will save you from lots of sanding and give youa 
fresh new surface.to start from: Be sure to cover all bearings, races and 
bushings so they're protected from the merciless blast. 


You too can have as fine a finish as 
on this C&J unit. 


primer coat will be necessary if you 
expect the paint to stay on more 
than a day or so. For that exotic 
reddish-orange trick look you can 


try Krylon Ford engine red. It’s 
very durable, easy to use and fast 
drying. 

After blasting or sanding be sure 
to remove all sand and dust from 
every tube and orifice. Use an air 
hose to begin with, then wipe it 


down a couple of times with a clean 
rag. 

The hot set-up is to flip the frame 
over and paint the bottoms of the 
tubes first. Then flip it back to lay a 
perfect coat on all the tubes that are 
constantly in view of your critical 
eye. A sano masking job will save 
you a lot of tedious clean-up work 
later when you're eager to proceed 
with reassembly. 

Last but not least, an extra bit of 
protection for your glistening work 
of art. When the frame is 
completely dry, wipe it down once 
again to get the dust off and finish 
it off with a couple coats of clear 
lacquer. Itll protect the paint like 
fiftv coats of wax and make it shine 
like a new German car. Well, sort 
of. 
> As you bolt each component into 
place, you'll rediscover true beauty 
in an old and good friend. If you've 
been riding a certain Spanish or 
German maké, youll realize that 
something's been missing all along. 
Take it out and rub your body 
against it. Avoid hitting trees, 


boulders and old car bodies. You've. 


done all you can. It’s still at the 
mercy of the elements. 


eo 
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PRODUCT EVALUATION 


Lectron 
Carburwhatser? 


JS e 


Lately, the domination by Mikuni 
carburetors іп all phases of 
motorcycle competition has been 
seriously threatened. The new 
square bodied Amal carb is being 
used by many of the top road racers 
on the National circuit, and the 
Lectron carburetor is being used by 
many of the top National dirt 
trackers, including Kenny Roberts. 
In motocross Bing has captured 
nearly 100 percent of the European 
market and is even occasionally 
appearing on Japanese brands. 

We all know what shape makes a 
Mikuni or a Bing and most of us 
could pick out the new MkII (square 
body) Amal, but for piston’s sake, 
what is a Lectron? 

We wondered too, and decided to 
take a closer look at it. The Lectron 
is an oddity in a world of similar 
carburetors in that it uses a single 
"needle," or metering rod as they 


prefer to call it, instead of the 
proliferation of jets found in a 
normal carburetor. 

But the metering rod is not the 
only unusual feature of the Lectron. 
It also uses a so-called guillotine 
slide, which is a flat rather than 
round slide. The metering rod also 
acts as its own atomizer. This means 
that there are few obstructions to 
cause turbulence when the slide is 
partly or fully open, thereby 
creating more uninterrupted flow 
through the venturi, and therefore 
more power. 

The metering rod itself is attached 
to the slide via a threaded inter- 
mediate holder on-er and locked via 
a set screw. 

We decided to try the Lectron on 
three different brands, a Honda 250 
M2 (piston port), a Suzuki RM250 
(piston port and reed induction) and 
a Husqvarna 360 CR (reed valves). 


In each case the stock carb size was 
replaced by an equivalent size 
Lectron. At the beginning of the 
testing there were only a handful of 
needles available and we had a heck 
of a time trying to get the jetting 
straight. So we called the head tech 
guy from Lectron for help. Bill 
Edmonston Jr. came to our aid, and 
what a difference! He brought a 
whole box of needles which had just 
been put on the market the day 
before. It seems that Lectron had 
recently discovered that two-strokes 
have entirely different fuel needs 
than the four-strokes for which the 
carb was originally designed. 

The carb itself is easy to install 
and has the same physical size as a 
Mikuni or Keihin. In order to 
replace the carb on the Husky a 
major machine job was required, 
though. The Lectron also requires a 
special cable to fit your twist grip. 
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HONDA 250 M2 


= Keihin 36mm Lectron 36mm 


== Mikuni 36mm 


SUZUKI RM250 


Lectron 36mm 


HUSQVARNA CR 360 


Lectron 38mm 


Gurtner 38mm 


We spent considerable time jetting the 
three bikes and had the help of the 
Lectron representative in the final 
stage. There is no clear-cut trend when 


The slide with the metering rod. The 
rod has a flat cut as opposed to regular 
needle's circular taper. 


Eventually, Lectron will provide a 


kit with all the necessary hardware 
for easy installation on any bike. . 
Working on the Lectron is not an 
easy chore. Everything is held in 
place by Allen screws, three 
different sizes, from the float bowl to 
the carb top to the metering rod. 
And they are not metric. All the 
screws but the lock screw for the 
metering rod ought to be either hex 
and/or regular slot screws. In 
addition, every time the slide was 
reinstalled, the air cleaner had to be 
removed to guide the rod back into 
the carb body. Tolerance between 
rod and body is extremely close and 
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comparing the curves. The only bike to 
have any real gain is the Husky, which 

has about one horsepower more on top 
than with the stock unit. This is largely 


the hole in the body is gun bored 
(means very accurate) right in the 
aluminum body. What may happen 
when the body becomes worn? 

After extensive fiddling we finally 
got the bikes running right and 
found that performance was about 
the same as with the stock carb: no 
faster, no slower. There was, 
however, a difference in the 
mid-range. There is a tendency to jet 
the Lectron lean in the mid-range 
which feels good when the motor is 
cool, but brings on pinging when the 
motor is hot. So, with the proper 
jetting on tap we were hard-pressed 
to measure a  seat-of-the-pants 
difference between stock and 
Lectron. With truth in our eyes we 
headed from track to dyno to ask the 
divine answer from the electro- 
mechanical genius. 

Result: Viewing dyno charts 


confirmed our track test impressions. 


The needle has to be guided into the 


carb every time the slide has been 
removed. 


because the stock jetting is quite rich 


on top and the engine starts blubbering 
and completely signs off around 7000 
rpm. 


Easy installation on all but the Husky. 
Make sure that the top rubber boot is 
correctly attached to hold the cable in 
place properly. 


Performance was nothing if not the 
same. Now it is clear that individual 
jetting is considerably more impor- 
tant than the type of carburetor you 
are running. In this respect, the 
Lectron, with its limited choice of 
combinations and the tuner's inher- 
ent lack of familiarity with its tuning 
procedure, could easily become a 


handicap rather than an advantage. @ 
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The continuing saga 
of Dick Mann, TT500 
and the editors. 


There are undoubtedly numerous 
misconceptions on the part of 
moto-mag readers as to the nature 
of operation of your everyday 
motorcycle magazine. Since the 
great glut of the rags attempt, 
sometimes unwittingly, to portray 
characteristics that they suppose 
readers will respect, the original 
misconceptions are buoyed by this 
artificial authority. 

Authority has a tendency to 
perpetuate itself as long as the 
authoritarian figures involved never 
expose their alter ego: bumbling 
incompetence. We all have roughly 
equal portions of each in our 
make-up. On the average each of us 
works out to be 50-50 fool and sage. 

It is important to remember, 
while reading motorcycle mag- 
azines, that having a vehicle to 
express an imbalance toward com- 
petence has no real effect on that 
person's overall level of talent and 
clumsiness. Moto-editors are every 
bit the fool that you, the 
readership, are. And, likewise, 
every bit the wiseman. To illustrate 
this, observe the operation of DIRT 
BIKE magazine in procuring and 
assembling a project bike: | 

You may remember the meander- 
ings of editors Woods and Schoon- 
maker in the November article 
concerning a frame for the Yamaha 
TT500. At the conclusion of these 
adventures both had taken a short 
but intensive trail ride with Dick 
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Oil is carried in frame in the same manner as stock frame, including 


dipstick and filter. 


Mann, the creator of the frame, and 
had sampled the pleasures of Dick's 
scooter sufficiently to want one. 
Enough, in fact, to do an article on 
the frame. 

The experience was actually 
powerful enough to keep your 
wandering reporters awake the 
length of Interstate 5, the world's 
most bleak highway, and to their 
respective homes late that evening. 

Some five days later we dis- 
covered a crate amidst the paper 
wad debris of the DIRT BIKE 
offices. No one could guess how 
long it might have been there; 
things can easily hide in “the 
office." Contained inside the Cham- 
pion Racing Frames crate was a red 
frame resembling a Works BSA 
motocross frame. No coincidence. 
Though Bugs humbly claims that 
any dummy can build a good 
frame, we have certain suspicions 
about the origins of the Works BSA 
motocross frames. 

Included with the frame was an 
exhaust pipe, a pair of Fox shocks 
and an impressive assemblage of 
mounting hardware — the use for 
which would obviously be explained 
by the ten-page pamphlet we held 
in hand. 

The next problem to be dealt 


with by our adroit and future- 
thinking staff was the location of a 
powerplant and running gear to 
attach to the frame. Rumor had it 
that DB had its very own TT500 
. somewhere. Old hands even 
claimed to have caught glimpses of 
it from time to time. But, after 
being apprised of some of the 
people seen aboard it and the 
distances it might have traveled, we 
turned instead to the telephone. 
Woods was quick on the draw. 
With a flurry of touch-tone 
previously unknown to an IBM 
Selectric, he punched up our friend 


A bracket installed where the shift 
shaft points would allow easy rectifier 
mounting for lights. 


Brian. Brian, you see, owns a 
TT500 which he claims will turn on 
a buck and charge tax. Brian also 
loves to put different frames in 
different engines. That is, no doubt, 
because Brian knows what he likes 
and that it isn't for sale. Conse- 
quently, he grows his own. Brian 
was the perfect choice. We talked it 
over, gave him the frame and set a 
date to meet at his shop for 
assembly and photography of same. 

The day arrived and both of the 
wordsmiths were involved in mag- 
azine bureaucratics (too long at the 
liquor bureau over lunch). So we 
begged out and set the date for 
three days from then. 

Come the evening of the second 
day and a call came from Brian. 

“Hi, it's done,” said he. 

“Uh, good. Did you 
pictures?” queried we. 

“Didn’t need to, you just put it 
together like the manual says. Took 
my son Kevin and I four hours to do 
the job, plus a little messing around 
I did," Brian stated calmly. 

"Uh, well, we'll fake the pictures. 
How did it go?" 

"There was hardly any problem 
at all. Easier than pulling a Maico 
engine from the frame. A couple of 


take 


A spring installed from the brake arm 
to the swingarm helps the pedal return 
more assuredly. 


things, though, Dick could improve 
on a little. There's a spacer on the 
forward lower motor mount that 
was .030-inch too thick. Just filed it 
а little. Oh, and there's one motor- 
bolt that's a half-inch too short. 

"I sure wish he used metric 
fasteners, too. All the pre-threaded 
nuts welded to the frame are great, 
but I like a metric motorcycle. I 
suppose it's less expensive to get the 
high-quality aircraft nuts and bolts 
he uses in American sizes. 

“Oh, I made the mistake of 
putting the air box and the engine 
in before trying to put the 
carburetor on. Had to take the 
airbox back out. Also, the rear 

DIRT BIKE 


brake pedal doesn't have a stop or 
adjustment, but I can fake that up 
pretty easy. 

“All in all, I'd have to say that 
this is by far the most impressive 
package I've ever dealt with. It is 
truly a bolt-together kit. People 
don't know what it's like to spend 
days searching for the right steering 
bearings and such. Compared to 
other frame kits, this one is worth 
more than Dick would ever charge 
for it." 

"Great, we're glad to hear it," we 
interrupted. "Can we pick it up 
tomorrow as planned?" 

"Sure, meet you at the I Hop in 
Glendale at 8:00 a.m.," Brian said 
brightly. 

“8:00 a.m.?" we moaned dully. 

By noon the next day Woods and 
Schoonmaker made a gallant 
entrance to the DIRT BIKE offices, 
assembled TT entruck. 

"Thought you guys were going to 
work on the project bike today," 
Gunnar said. 

"Oh, we finished that already," 
was the coy reply. "It was а 
breeze." 

Gunnar was so thoroughly shaken 
by the idea that his bumbling 
editors had removed a frame from 


Air box must be installed after engine 
and carburetor. Carb service is still a 
might sticky at best. 


one motorcycle, put a new one in 
place and made it to the office by 
noon that he began fumbling in his 
left second drawer for his coffee 
cup. How could we possibly tell 
him the truth? It wasn't exactly a 
lie. You know, just sort of an off- 
white lie. He won't be nearly so 
impressed when he reads this. 

With deadline nearly at hand, 
the need for photography became 
an overriding concern. No sane 
person would be interested in riding 
a motorcycle in the Southern 
California summer, but in the 
interests of honest and forthright 
reporting and filling the necessary 
pages, we decided to ride the 
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The chain tension is adjusted at the swingarm point with the use of a 


snail cam. 


project TT. At least far enough to 
acquire the necessary photos. 


An awe-inspiring collection of 
lens hounds was assembled and 
Gary Hymes was happy to join us to 
perform his patented sky shots. You 
know, motorcycles can only do so 
many things. They go up and they 
go down. They go sideways and 
they go straight. It just so happens 
that Gary causes them to go more 
up and more down and so on. So, 
as the mercury tickled the underside 
of 100, our testing and photo- 
graphic crew headed for the 
maximum altitude attainable, hop- 


Each Dick Mann frame is equipped 
with an attractively engraved plaque 
indicating its production number. 
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ing for a little cool. 

Soon we were trundling down a 
canyon near Gorman, California, 
searching for photogenic spots and a 
cool drink of water. Gary splashed 
through the water on the DMS-TT 
and the remainder pointed and 
pushed buttons. Slowly we worked 
our way through a loop and the 
film filed past the shutters. We 
traded off and everyone took a turn 
on the TT. 

The experiences were as remem- 
bered at Carnegie with Dick. A 
Yamaha was beginning to turn. 
Finally there was a four-stroke with 
true agility and stability. The frame 
would pick its way slowly through a 
rock pile or hop gracefully over the 
top at the devil's pace. Like any 
excellent chassis, the faster it was 
pushed, the better it seemed to 
handle. Because of the famous Dick 
Mann background, we were in- 
clined to expect the chassis to be a 
skidding fool. Not strictly so. The 
frame has a tendency to track with 
neutral power and drift slightly 
with power on. Even on the nastiest 
snotty surface the rear tire stays 
behind the front. 

Dicks smaller diameter pipe 
made an obvious difference in the 

Continued on page 79 
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“I'd rather switch 
than fight” 


— old Finnish proverb 


by Len Weed 


NE 


500 CLASS 

He was down by 29 points after 
just two rounds of the 12-round 
championship series, but it only 
took defending champion Roger 
DeCoster three more events to grab 
the lead and hold it for his fifth 
world championship in the past six 
years. Starting with the second 
moto at France, the six-time Belgian 
champion put together an 11-moto 
streak of eight wins, two seconds 
and a seventh. It looked like it was 
all over as the racers flew over for 
the eighth round at Carlsbad. Then 
Suzuki teammate Gerrit Wolsink 
went to work, sweeping the U.S. 
Grand Prix (his third straight win 
on the California track) and the 
Canadian Grand Prix the following 


weekend. This gave him six moto 
wins to Roger’s eight. Although the 
final point count for the best 13 of 
24 rides looks close, it wasn’t that 
close. Wolsink had to win both 
motos of the season finale in 
Luxembourg. He wound up with 
two seconds. : 

DeCoster held his title with a 
record of nine wins and four 
seconds. Wolsink finished with 
seven wins and six seconds. A win 
next year will tie the Belgian with 
countryman Joel Robert's record of 
six world titles. 

Brad Lackey moved up another 
notch in the world point table 
placings, taking fifth overall, up 
from sixth in °75 and tenth in "74. 
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Brad, who like DeCoster became a 
father during the summer, recorded 
a moto win at the Finnish Grand 
Prix. The Californian was Husq- 
varna's sole entry in the 500 chase 
for 76. 

A 19-year-old rookie, Graham 
Noyce from England, running on a 
near-stock Maico sponsored by the 
British importer, took fourth over- 
all. The nearly 40 and still flying 
Adolf Weil, who moved back to the 
Open class for "76, gave Maico 
another top-five placing, finishing 
in the show position behind the 
Suzuki duo. 

Pierre Karsmakers logged a lot of 
air hours, hopping back and forth 
across the Atlantic to compete in as 
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many of the world rounds as his 
national schedule over here would 
permit. Pierre, who finished tenth 
last year with very limited partic- 
ipation (which included a GP win), 
took ninth this year, winning one 
Italian round on his all-red Type 2 
Honda. 

There were numerous changes 
among the top riders: Mikkola 
departing to the 250 class, Weil and 
Willi Bauer moving up from the 
250. Bauer, who led the 250 class 
last year for about half the series, 
was dropped by Suzuki and picked 
up by KTM. Yamaha's withdrawal 
from international motocross left 
open classers Ake Jonsson and Jaak 
van Velthoven up for grabs. Ake 
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returned to the Maico fold while 
the Belgian signed with KTM, no 
surprise since his father is the 
Belgian distributor of the Austrian 
bikes. Van Velthoven, recovering 
from a very serious crash in the fall 
of "75, started slow but finished 
with a flurry, sweeping the season's 
finale at Luxembourg. 

Bengt Abert (champion in '69 and 
"/0) remained with Bultaco, but a 
broken kneecap at Sweden in May 
put a damper on his season. Puch 
rider Herbert Schmitz cracked the 
top ten in 76, placing sixth behind 
Lackey. 

The CCM thumpers of Vic 
Eastwood and Vic Allan remained 
in the hunt, if not exactly at the 
forefront. Allen did manage one 
third, the highest since John Banks 
at Carlsbad a few years back. 

So 77 is the year for DeCoster to 
shoot for the record tie. Can 
anybody topple the world’s most 
popular motocrosser? It starts all 
over again in April. By August, 
we'll know. 


250 CLASS 

Heikki Mikkola celebrated his 
return to the 250 class after a three- 
year absence by winning three of 
his first four rides, thus establishing 
his credentials as the man to beat. 
His opening burst put him 27 points 
ahead of defending champion 
Harry Everts and a whopping 57 
points ahead of 1974 250 champion 
Guenady Moiseev. Mikkola hung on 
to become the first rider ever to win 


both the 500 (1974) and 250 world 
championships. Even into the final 
grand prix at Sweden it didn’t 
appear as close as it turned out. 
Mikkola posted a second in the first 
moto to clinch it, but Moiseev swept 
the grand prix, giving him six wins 
in his final nine rides, and the edge 
in moto wins for the year, eight to 
seven. The best 12 rides in 22 motos 
showed the Finn the winner, 163 to 
162. Mikkola scored seven wins, 
four seconds and a third; Moiseev 
had eight wins, two seconds, a third 
and a fourth. The series was 
originally scheduled for 12 events, 
but the French GP was cancelled. 
Vladimir Kavinov marked his 
return to international competition 
after a three-year absence by taking 
third overall. The KTM rider 
allegedly had been “detained” by 
his government within national 
borders for the past three years. 
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So 


Brad moved up to fifth in the world, posted a moto win in Finland. 


Jim Pomeroy moved up to fourth 
overall in the points standing for 
"76, edging 75 champion Harry 
Everts. In the two previous years 
the Bultaco teamster had managed 
14th and then seventh. The 
Washington rider added two moto 
wins to his collection, one each in 
Poland and Italy. The series opener 
in Spain in April was only his third 
race of the year coming off of knee 


surgery. He finished third overall, 
riding with some caution. The 
Bultaco strike left Jim temporarily a 
“privateer” of sorts until the dispute 
was resolved. Three weeks later at 
Belgium he was sufficiently re- 
covered to holeshot both motos. He 
finished with a seventh and fourth, 
being centerpunched by Falta while 
holding the lead in one moto. 

Falta, the “other” 1974 cham- 
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pion, returned to the 250 wars after 
withdrawing from competition last 
year amidst numerous rumors of the 
cause for his disappearance. The 
Czech rider started strong, but 
finished 12th overall. 

1973 250 champion Hakan 
Andersson, without a ride after 
Yamaha’s withdrawal from com- 
petition, signed with Montesa, but 
failed to finish in the top ten. 


500 CLASS 


SWITZERLAND 


. DeCoster (Belgium) 
. Wolsink (Netherlands) 
. Weil (W. Germany) 
. Noyce (G. Britain) 
. Lackey (U.S.A.) 


. Schmitz (W. Germany) 


Six-time champion Joel Robert, 
free of his Suzuki contract, 
campaigned aboard a Puch, a 
convenient move since he is the 
Belgian importer for the bike. He 
also failed to crack the top ten, 
finishing 16th. 

Torleif Hansen was the only 
Japanese factory rider in the 250 
clas. The Swede made things 
interesting for a while, winning two 
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straight GPs early on. He finished 
sixth for the series. 

Mikkola’s displacement of events 
broke the Belgian stranglehold on 
the three world championship 
classes as DeCoster and Rahier 
retained their titles.- Will Mikkola 
defend his 250 title next year? 
Before seasons end the -rumors 
started that he would be moving 
back to the open class. © 


LUXEMBOURG 


G. BRITAIN 
BELGIUM 


August 8 


July 4 
August 1 


7. Ovchinnikov (U.S.S.R.) KTM — 85; 8. Barborovsky (Czech.) CZ — 75; 9. Maisch (W. Germany) MAI — 71; 10. Pean (France) MAI — 51. 


MOTO WINS: DeCoster — 9, Wolsink — 7, Weil — 3, van Velthoven — 2, Lackey — 1, Karsmakers — 1, Noyce — 1. 


GRAND PRIX WINS: DeCoster — 6, Wolsink — 4, Weil — 1, van Velthoven — 1. 


250 CLASS 


1. Mikkola (Finland) HUS 


2. Moiseev (U.S.S.R.) KTM 


3. Kavinov (U.S.S.R.) 
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4. Pomeroy (U.S.A.) 


5. Everts (Belgium) 


6. Hansen (Sweden) KAW | 12-12 
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11. Anderson (Sweden) MON — 50; 12. Falta (Czech.) CZ — 48; 13. Boven (Belgium) MON — 44; 14. Malherbe (Belgium) SUZ — 33; 
15. Carlavist (Sweden) OSS/KAW — 32; 16. Robert (Belgium) PUC — 21. 


MOTO WINS: Moiseev — 8, Mikkola — 7, Kavinov — 3, Pomeroy — 2, Falta — 2. 


GRAND PRIX WINS: Mikkola — 3, Moiseev — 3, Hansen — 2, Ovchinnikov — 1, Kavinov — 1, Everts — 1. 
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The continuing adventures of the blonde 
from Pacoima... and the handicapped flamingo. 


EI Dl 
HODAKA IC» 


The new swingarm is an inch longer. chain passes over top of swingarm. 


Shocks are new. Inverted gas/oil Rear fender is steel to support tool 
Kayabas. Rear wheel travel is just over canister and pack rack. The bike 

five inches. Steel chain guard is new. doesn't come with buddy pegs, but 

No chain tensioner. Chain guide has there are provisions made for mounting 
roller; there's another roller where them. Big 3.50 rear tire. 
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ANOTHER 


FLICKERING 
SADDLE 


Wombat: Any of several stocky 
Australian marsupials (family Vom- 
batidae) resembling small bears. 

Marsupial: Any of an order of 
lowly mammals comprising kan- 
garoos, wombats, bandicoots, opos- 
sums, that with few exceptions 
develop no placenta and have a 
pouch in the abdomen of the female 
containing the teats and serving to 
carry the young. 

Is it clear now what a wombat is? 
"Cause there's a brand-new mechan- 
ical version hot off the presses . . 
er, assembly line. It didn't make it 
in time for our 125 street/trailer 
shootout in the August issue, but 
here it is now in an exclusive world, 
universe, solar system first test, 
available to every discriminating 
fun-and-foofer out there in reader 
land. 

If you're wondering who shot the 
piano player and assaulted the 
blonde from Pacoima, read no 
farther. (Farther refers to distance, 
further relates to time or quantity.) 
We don't have the answer. But we 
do have ground rules as well as 
ground round. The rules. Utility. 
Fun. Within the confines of DOT- 
dictated legality. So join us for 
another trek into the land of the 
trafficator, where utility is para- 
mount and folderol the paramour. 


THE TRUE TRUTH 
GET-IN-THERE-AND-SELL 
COMPARISON POINTS 

The Wombat is the only bike, 
compared to the other four 125 DPs 
from Japan, fitted with a tool 
canister over the rear fender. Only 
two others have the pack rack. It 
has the largest (26mm) carburetor, 
the longest wheelbase (54 inches, 
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the others range from 52 to 53.1 
inches), the steepest head angle 
(tied with Suzuki), and the longest 
swingarm (tied with Yamaha). Also, 
the second tallest ground clearance 
(just under Honda), the largest gas 
tank capacity by over a gallon and 
a patented Alumiferric cylinder. 
Other things to mention: nine- 
gauge spokes and two bottom shock 
mount positions. 

If someone says it's the heaviest 
(239 pounds ready for gas) of the 
five (the others range from 213 to 
233 pounds), the reply should be: 
but the front end is still light and 
responsive and it's strong, can't 
break it, look at those 250 
Thunderdog forks and...and... 
Then ask if any of the other bikes 
have won a Gold Medal. Your 
Hodie dealer can look you in the 
eye and call it a genuine Gold 
Medal Replica streetster. 

PABATCO-ite Ed Chesnut fin- 
ished all three Two Day Qualifiers 
he entered, grabbing one Gold, on 
a production model. His changes — 
mostly personal stuff. Handlebars 
and moving the footpegs back a 
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little. And, of course, knobby tires. 
He ran stock suspension, with the 
shocks on the stiffest adjustment 
position. He moved the rear-view 
mirror, added a gas tank tool bag 


and dropped the  countershaft 
sprocket one tooth. The bike now 
has 3000 miles on it, 1200 from 
Qualifiers. Ed is still running the 
original shocks and uses it to 
compute to work daily. 


VERBALIZING THE WOMBAT 
EXPERIENCE 

It's overwhelmingly cute. 

First gear is too high for twisty 
trail riding. Gear it down. 

The seat added to the rear end 
abuse after the right shock blew. 

Some found the pegs slippery. 

I couldn't collapse the wheels — 
and I tried. 

It feels 
around. 

Le'see. It was jetted too rich for 
6000 feet and it needed a tooth 
smaller countershaft sprocket for 
the twisty mountain trail we were 
on, which meant I had to really 
ride the clutch. Didn't seem to 


light, easy to throw 


Penton-type folding shift lever. Note 
pair of Zerk fittings forward of the new 
spring loaded folding footpegs. Skid 
plate is steel. Exhaust flange, 
aluminum, is new. Note how it 
protrudes away from cylinder to 
further reduce head buildup. The new 
frame secures the engine at four 
mounting points, one more than the 
old frame. There's a significant amount 
of air between the bottom of the 
engine and the bottom frame loops, 
but ground clearance is still a spacious 
ten-plus inches. 


Gas tank, with a 2.9-gallon capacity, is 
new design. Unlike earlier models the 
tank can be removed without having to 
also remove the seat. Battery is nestled 
behind side panel. The rear brake light 
switch has been moved from the rear 
brake torque arm to the frame loop 
where it's protected by rider's leg. Old 
setup had wires running back to brake 
torque arm — they could get tangled 
on brush. New arrangement is much 
better. Oil tank is new, transparent, so 
rider can check injection oil level at a 
glance. Wombat has same kickstarter 
as Road Toad. It tucks in well, but 
most riders find it difficult to adjust to. 


bother it any. 
Its a better bike than the one I 
rode last year. 
The kickstarter is not cute. The 
kickstarter is a pain. 
It watered out on me after you 
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rooster-tailed me at the creek 
crossing. As soon as it dried out it 
was OK. 

It died on me once in the water 
too. 

I think that what the Wombat is 
for is doing wheelies out of 
McDonald's, going to high school 
and bopping across fields. 
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It's the best 125 street/trailer I've 
ever ridden in whoopdies. The 
shocks work better than anything 
else the competition has. 

It likes to be revved. Get it down 
off the pipe going uphill and it loses 
its guts very quickly with the stock 
street gearing. 

The seat could be a bit plusher, 
particularly since it is a street bike. 

There’s no way you can flick the 
kickstarter out with your boot. It’s 
strictly a hand job. You can guide it 
back in with a boot. 

It wouldn’t get up on the pipe 
for me in fourth gear in the bad 
whoops, just the smoother rough 
stuff. Aren't these things built for 
200-pounders? 

Riding position, seated or stand- 
ing, was OK for me and I'm over 
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The rear end would get sideways 
some now and then in the sand 
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be handled. The front end worked 
good and could be lifted any time. 
It felt more stable in the whoops 
than you would expect a legal 
trailer to be. 

The pipe was frying my boot 
when I wrapped my legs around the 
frame and hung it out in the 
whoops. 

The brake pedal is tucked in so 
close that until the rider adjusts to 
using just the edge of his boot he's 
going to lock up the rear wheel a lot 
for lack of feel. 

Its the ideal accessory for the 
mountain cabin, young honey, 
mink oil — don't forget the fishing 
pole — orgy lifestyle. 


BANDICOOTS AND PIECES 
If you're looking for a 125 traffic- 
dodger, price won't be a major 
factor. Hodaka suggests their 
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Dog, but have a lighter spring. Fender 
is Petty Muder. 2.75x21 Nitto trials tire. 
One rimlock on both rims. Nice front 
brake adjustment feature. There are no 
nuts to loosen, adjust and retighten. 
Turning the adjuster knob does it. The 
cable can be popped out quickly by 
simply spinning the brake adjuster 
knob off the end. Roller for front brake 
cable has cotter pin securing it so it 
can't fall out. Roller for rear brake also 
has cotter pin. Triple clamps are 
aluminum, have double pinch bolt 
arrangement which helps reduce fork 
flex. Standard adjustment for fork 
tubes is a one-inch rise above the top 
of the triple clamps. The tubes can be 
lowered for more rake. 


dealers sell the Wombat for one 
buck less than $800. The other four 
Japanese alternatives were all 
priced just under $800 too, the last 
time we looked. 

Hodaka really updated the little 
rascal, which you already know if 


you've been paying attention. 
Heres a quick review: cylinder, 
exhaust flange, exhaust system, 
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frame, countershaft and gears, 
hand grips and levers, gas tank, 
kickstarter, pegs, rear brake arm, 
brake light wiring, front axle, front 
brake adjustment, rims, motor 
mounts, ignition key location. The 
end is listless. 

Hodaka likes to play up their 
patented Alumiferric fusion casting 
process for cylinders. Normally an 
iron liner is slipped into the 
aluminum cylinder. The windows 
in the liner are supposed to match 
up with the ports in the aluminum 
cylinder. Sometimes they don't and 
this produces less than peak 
effective fuel flow. That’s why 
racers blueprint or match. The iron 
core on Hodakas includes the port 
passages so poor match-ups are 
impossible. The aluminum exterior 
is bonded to the iron core using the 
Alumiferric process. 

You need a funnel to pour the 
injection oil into the tank unless 
youre truly skillful. 

The air filter inlet needs some 
tape to keep water out. 

We have to assume that the 
blown shock was just one of those 
freak things. We shipped it back to 
PABATCO. They were anxious to 
take it apart and see what 
happened. They told us it was the 
first shock problem they had 
encountered. 


WHO PUT THE WHOMP IN 
BAT BAT BAT? 

Still no word about the condition 
of the piano player, but the blonde 
is stable. Where does this leave the 
brand-new Wombat, ‘or for that 
matter, the handicapped flamingo? 
Both are doing well. The Wombat 
is probably the best bike in its class 
for fast foofing, but can’t challenge 
the XL125 for chug-a-lugging. It 
probably has the best suspension: 
forks borrowed directly from a good 
250 enduro, the Thunder Dog, and 
genuine inverted Kayaba gas 
shocks. The engine loves to. be 
revved, but isn’t much good for 
lowdown hill foofing with the street 
gearing. Some were heard to utter 
gutless ‘midst much down-snicking. 

Any stock street bike that can stay 
within 25 percent of the front- 
running 125 racers in the special 
tests has to have something going 
for it. 

The extra weight it carries should 
mean durability — it certainly 
doesn’t reveal itself while riding, 
unless you have to hoist it out of a 


HODAKA 125 WOMBAT 


Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $799 
Engine: 

Piston port/reed valve induction 

two-stroke single 
Displacement 
Bore &:Stroke-: с. ris ra езге 56mmx50mm 
Compression Ratio ............... 7.3:1 
Carburetion ....... 26mm (Mikuni UM26) 
Standard Jetting: 

180 main, 0-2 needle jet, 5 F21 jet 

needle, 50 pilot, 2.0 slide 
СЇшїє гө а Wet, four-plate 
Primary Drive ...2.75:1 (helical cut gears) 
Transmission Ratios: 

1. 3.33 (31.8 overall) 

2. 2.55 (24.3) 

3.:1.79:(17.1) 

4. 1.29 (12.3) 

5. 1.00 (9.6) 
Final Drive: 3.47:1 (428 G Daido chain) 

15-tooth countershaft 

52-tooth rear sprocket 
AireFiltration® fe ots cere neta eg Oiled foam 
Electrics ...... Flywheel magneto (points) 
Starting ........ Primary kick in any gear 
Lubrication: 


Oil injection (Bardahl) 1000cc tank 
Recommended Fuel ........... Premium 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 2.9 gallons (11 liters) 
Frames sete repere RI AS ee TOL dn Mild steel 
Forks: 185mm (7.3 inches) travel, 6 

ounces of oil 


Shocks: Inverted gas/oil Kayabas (b-way 
adjustable, 2-way mounting). Rear 
wheel travel — 5 inches 

Wheels & Spokes: Shoulderless, one rim- 
lock each 

Tires: Nitto Trials Universal 
3.50x18) 

Dimensions: 

Wheelbase ....... 136.5cm (53% inches) 

Swingarm length ..... 45.7cm (18 inches) 

Ground clearance. . .26.0cm (1074 inches) 

Bars, height ........ 109.2cm (43 inches) 

Width’ «65 06 90.2cm (35 % inches) 

Pegs, height ......... 30.5cm (12 inches) 

width........ 45.1cm (1734 inches) 

Seat Height. ....... 81.9cm (32% inches) 

Fork angles ...... 30% degrees measured 

Weight: 

108.4 kg (239 pounds) ready for gas 

Rake and Trail: 5.2-inch trail; 30-degree 
rake claimed (measured) 

Brakes: Single leading. shoe; both 130mm 
diameter 
Instruments: 
resettable) 


(2.75x21; 


Speedo/odometer (tenths 


quagmire. It seems like every other 
person you talk to started their 
riding career on a Hodaka — this 
new Wombat certainly should help 
to perpetuate the myth. Which 
leaves but one question unanswered. 
Just how did the flamingo become 
handicapped? o 
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Next month will feature our 
coverage of the International Six 
Days Trial. The ISDT, though well 
known in America, has little in 
common with other, more common 
events. As an introduction, and to 
add depth to the coverage of the 
actual event next month, we 
thought we'd let you know what 
goes into the months before, exactly 
what preparation and qualifying 
entail, for one of America’s top 
endurance trial riders. What better 
rider choice than Billy Uhl? Who 
could tell the story better than his 
wife, Debbie? 


For Bill the road to Six Days in 
September starts in January at the 
motorcycle dealer shows. Whether a 
person likes them or not, social 
functions are all a part of the Six 
Days game. I suppose it has 
something to do with that old 
saying, “It’s not what you know, it's 
WHO you know." Becoming recog- 
nizable is important, because before 
a rider can have fast special test 
time in an event, he first must have 
a way of reaching the event, a 
machine to ride, support at the 
checks, and, last but not least, a 
way of making an income while 
he's running all over the country. 
No cash goes with those Gold 
Medals. 

For some unfathomable reason 
non-motorcyclist employers frown 
on an employee who packs up and 
leaves for about three months; they 
don't even seem too anxious about 
holding a job for him until he gets 
done "playing with his motorcycle." 

Which leaves the motorcycle 
manufacturers and product people 
as the folks a serious rider must turn 
to for support as well as income. 

Attending one of the annual 
dealer trade shows usually involves 
working in а booth (belonging 
either to a supporting manufacturer 
or an endorsed product) for about 
11 hours a day, then a quick change 
at the hotel before a five-hour 
business dinner to try to convince 
prospective sponsors that you've still 
"got what it takes" to benefit their 
ad program. This goes on for two or 
three days, then it's on to the next 
show. 

This year Bil began at the 
January Anaheim Dealer Show, 
returned home: to Boise for three 
days, and then left for Arizona to 
ride the Parker SCORE 400. Four 
rainy days in beautiful downtown 
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Parker, and we were on our way to 
Cincinnati for the next show. 

It took us three days of driving to 
reach "the City." Although we've 
been going to large cities for some 
time now, Bill and I still find it 
hard to believe how many hassles 
are involved in just trying to get a 
room or something to eat in one of 
these monsters. It took us an hour to 
register, and then we went for 
something to eat, forgetting just 
how difficult that can be. The 
convenient, friendly hotel restaur- 
ant wanted $7.95 for an adulterated 
hamburger, so we decided that the 
grapes and leftover tuna in our 
cooler would have to do for the 
night. 

After dinner we encountered our 
second dilemma: how to take our 
dog, "Ruffles," out for a walk. It 
would be a bit much to ask her to 
hide in the suitcase and be 
smuggled down seven flights of 
stairs every time she needed to 
“walk.” Bill discovered an eight-foot 
ledge outside our window. He 
lowered Ruffles down to the ledge 
and seemed quite proud of his quick 
thinking until the dog indicated 
that she wanted to come back їп... 
It seemed Ruffles was too short to 
jump up and Bill couldn't reach 
her. Finally Bil went out the 
window head first, as I held on to 
his ankles. We went through that 
circus act every time Ruffles needed 
out. 

After four days of Cincinnati, 
since we were already in the 
neighborhood, we stopped in to see 
a former employer, John Penton. 
Bill had worked for John for two 
years. It's always fun talking to Mr. 
Penton. You never know what to 
expect. 

A sponsor, Kurt Kieffer of 
Bel-Ray, offered to let us stay at his 
home in New Jersey for the week 
leading up to the first Qualifier. Bill 
worked on his bike and rode most of 
the time. It took me the entire week 
to wash the clothes, van, and 
bodies. It was pleasant to stand up 
straight without bumping my head. 

Bill got his Gold Medal in New 
Jersey, and we were off to Daytona 
for another trade show. 

I had heard about the Daytona 
Speed Week for a long time, but 
somehow Bill always seemed to 
have a convenient reason to leave 
me at home. I looked forward to it 
as I'd looked forward to county fairs 
as a child. After four days of heat, 


people and general hysteria, I 
realized that it wasn't a fair at all, 
but a circus. 

Once safely back in the quiet 
confusion of our van, we drove to 
Fort Hood for the second Qualifier 
of the series. Bill got his second 
Gold, and I drove home while he 
flew to Philadelphia to work on 
another sponsor agreement. 

Two months later, with one 
desert race, two dealer shows and 
two of the seven Qualifiers behind 
us, we spent the eight days we had 
together at home unpacking, clean- 


ing and packing for the next race. 
Preston Petty sponsors Bill in the 
form of a truck, which we use to 
haul bikes, parts and Petty Products 
for riders, and as our home away 
from home. We picked it up from 


the lot in Boise and left for 
California City, having had just 
enough time to throw our things in 
the back nd drive. 

Anything bad that could have 
happened did in the next ten hours. 
The truck didn't run right, the kid 
got diarrhea, the dog got carsick, 
and Bill got a speeding ticket as 
soon as the truck did start to run. 
The normal five-hour drive from 
Boise to Nevada took us 11 hours. I 
had driven most of the night trying 
to get Bill to the race on time. At 
this point, we would much rather 


Getting there 
is half the funk 


ON THE 
ROAD TO 
SIX DAYS 


by Debbie Uhl 


DIRT BIKE. 


have stayed home and played 
farmer. 

Nothing personal to the people 
down there, but Bill and I can't feel 
comfortable without seeing moun- 
tains and pine trees. So, though Bill 
got his Gold in the desert, I really 
don't have much to say about 
California City. 

There are things in our lives other 
than motorcycles. As Bill was making 
his last-minute arrangements to 
drive to Alabama for the next event, 
I was preparing a half-acre of 
ground for a garden. I think Bill 
must have been a backwoodsman or 
something in a former life. He 
sometimes justs wants to skip a few 
races and stay home to work on our 
land or go to our cabin in the 
Sawtooths and play pioneer. As he 
pulled out of the driveway for 
Alabama, I knew that he was 
having those feelings. Even with 
this case of spring fever, Bill 
performed a feat many believed 
impossible. In Pell City on the 
morning of the second day he 
replaced a piston and cylinder in 
13% minutes, staying on time for 
the remainder of the event, and 
bringing home his fourth consecu- 
tive Gold Medal of the season. 

Bill's work doesn't end when he 
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comes home from a race. He works 
in his dad's motorcycle shop from 
ten to seven, then comes home and 
works in our comfrey field (it’s an 
herb used for tea), maintains the 
buildings, works on farm equip- 
ment, and plants fruit trees. It isn’t 
all work, though, because he enjoys 
working on “his place.” 

We camped in the truck during 
the Olympia, Washington, race. 
This event had the usual first-time 
problems: pit crews lost or stuck on 
logging roads, confusion in mark- 
ing, and arguments at the check- 
points. Most riders, however, 
agreed that the course was fun. 

One rider from Portland confused 
the course markings and did an 
unspeakable thing in trials riding. 
He turned on the course, believing 
himself to be lost, and rode back 
down the trail he had just ridden. 
There was a head-on crash. The 
rider was killed, and another 
hospitalized. 

The incident gave me feelings 
which I seldom experience while 
Bil is riding. I felt nervous, 
anxious, even frightened during the 
rest of the event. 

The Trask Mountain event, the 
next in the series, is a favorite of 
Bill's. Maybe its because of the 


course, or simply because of the 
memories he's built in the last five 
years of riding it. 

We went to Salem, Oregon, 
about 25 miles from the event, a 
week early to attend a family picnic 
with my relatives. I don't have to 
say how "excited" Billy was to sit 
for a day with all of my relatives, 
whom. he'd never met before, but 
he survived very nicely. 

The following day Bill and I went 
for a trail ride near the Oregon 
coast, then to the beach for a little 
R&R. More PR work before the 
event, and then Trask and Bill's 
sixth Gold Medal. 

Instead of driving to the next race, 
which is only about 200 miles from 
McMinnville, we drove back to 
Boise to water our garden and 
check on the ducks and chickens. 
Everyone was fine, and we left 
again, heading for Athena, Oregon, 
where the last event of the series 
would be held. 

Maybe it's because Bad Rock is 
usually the final event in the series, 
or because the four-month, 15,000- 
mile trip is nearing an end, or 
maybe because of the unreal 
hospitality of the townspeople; 
whatever, Bad Rock has to be my 
favorite event. The two days ended 
with a motocross special test, which 
made for some good spectating for 
the pit crews who had been 
squinting to read muddy number 
plates, smelling gas cans, driving 
two-track roads in Dodge Maxi- 
Vans, and watching Jack Penton 
wheelie out of the pits for their 
riding excitement. 

After a shower in the local high 
school we drove to the Mayor’s 
house for a barbecue and keg party 
put on by the folks from the area. 
It’s like a family reunion with the 
ties that have been made through 
the year. At the same time, it’s the 
last time many of these people — 
riders, families, press and support 
crews — will be seen for three 
months . . . that is, the ones who 
qualified for Six Days. 

Ah yes, Six Days, the reason for 
all of this effort, money and sweat. 
All of this to ride a motorcycle for 
six days. Why? Good question! I 
think there are as many reasons for 
that as there are riders who have 
ever dreamed of entering this 
Olympic event. I can’t answer for 
Bill, he doesn’t really give me an 
answer when I ask, just a nod and a 
wink... [s] 
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BRITISH BODY ENGLISH 


It's the real thing. 


- RIDING AN ENGLISH TRIAL 


It all started over there, and if 
you re into it you might as well do it 
there if you get the chance. The day 
after the Scottish Six Days found our 
intrepid foursome (see Sept. issue) in 
the county of Cumbria ready to ride 
a local trial. Bill Emmison of Berm 
Specialties loaned us two bikes and 
served as pit crew, interpreter, 
mission coordinator and all-around 
good-guy. Bill had visited the vast 
DIRT BIKE complex a couple of 
months earlier while over to line up 
some American products he wanted 
to distribute back in England. As 
soon as he learned of our planned 
Scottish expedition he offered the 
loan of a bike and lined up a trial for 
us to ride. (English readers 
interested in vented nylon jerseys 
and other American accessories 
write to Berm Specialties, Ellough- 
ton Lodge Mews, Elloughton, North 
Humberside. ) 

We rode a club trial put on by the 
Westmorland Motor Club Ltd., 
located a bit west of the fabled 
Yorkshire area. Speaking to Com- 
petition Secretary Malcolm Watson 
we learned that the club puts on 
about 15 events a year: eight Senior 
events and seven Juniors (Schoolboys 
for those under age 17). Like almost 
all trials in England, the event was 
held on private land. The trial 
started near a farm house and 
headed up into the surrounding 
hills. The three-mile loop was ridden 
twice. Start time was 10 a.m.; most 
were on their way home by 2 p.m. A 
three-mile loop doesn't sound very 
long, but mud, wet, grassy 
off-cambers and a downhill slalom 
through the trees made it pretty 


interesting  — particularly for 
Southern Californians. 
Ken and I slogged, pushed, 


shoved and slid our way around the 
first loop and through the sections, 
then turned the bikes over to Bernie 
and Marland, who were impatiently 
foaming at the mouth. So we were 
the last riders in. So? Bill bolstered 
our morale by remarking that a rider 


by Len Weed 


actually has to be super-strong to be 
a bad rider on that kind of terrain. 
He's right, you know. Ken and I 
decided that with a year of English 
mud under our belts we could — 
dare we say — rule the dust bowls of 
the world. 

There were 61 entries in the trial, 
not counting Bills two bikes. (32 
Buls, ten Montesas, eight Ossas, six 
Suzukis, four Hondas, one Yamaha.) 
The class breakdown was 28 
Experts, 21 Non-Experts and 12 
Novices. Twelve Novices? Where 
were the others? Did they know 
something we didn't? 


The three-mile loop had 23 
sections, including several that were 
continuous. 

Everyone rode all the sections, 


which made no deviation for 
different classes. You pays your 
money ($1.80 approximately) and 
you rides your sections (all 23). 
Scores for the 46 rides ranged from 
15 to 198. The winner was Nigel 
Birkett, a Suzuki works rider, who 
had finished eighth in the Scottish 
the day before. 

The sections were similar to those 
at the Scottish — what is referred to 
over here as traditional English 

DIRT BIKE 


Marland, Bernie, Bill and Ken. Notice 
that all are exhibiting intense 
pre-competition tension. Bill's 240T is in 
the foreground. 


sections — wide, multiple line, 
continuous ascent over natural 
terrain, mostly gullies, creeks and 
hillsides. It’s the mud, rocks and 
water that separate the classes. No 
white-knucklers to intimidate the 
average Novice. 

At the Hutchinson Trial in 
Cumbria it was all done with mud. 
There were mud sections, mud 
sprinkled with rocks sections, rocks 
sprinkled with mud sections and a 
few rocky creeks. Since it was not 
raining Ken and I quivered at 
thoughts of what it would have been 
like if the weather was bad. 

Some sections required a running 


Understanding how it works 
over there. English trials has a 
layered structure within the ACU, 
the national sanctioning organiza- 
tion. There are 12 national 
championship events that deter- 
mine the British national cham- 
pion. These are open to Experts 
only, except for something like the 
Scottish. There are about 50 
nationals a year open to all classes. 


These shouldn't be confused with 


the Championship rounds. The 
nationals are open to all riders in 
Great Britain with a national 
license, obtainable at age 17, the 
same age as a drivers license. 
Many of the trials include 
pavement and require street-legal 
bikes. Over there a license plate is 
the basic requirement for making a 
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start just to get the bike over the start 
line with some semblance of forward 
motion — and from there it got 
tricky. For Novices used to dry 
terrain most of the sections became a 
just-keep-this-thing-moving-to-get- 
a-three proposition. But we both got 
a genuine English clean. One to a 
customer. 

It was a tough trial we were later 
told (less than a 20 percent Novice 
entry) but we dug those natural 
sections, slimy as they were. Slime is 
better than dust any day. 

Marland and Bernie, short on 
practice and aboard unfamiliar 
bikes, averaged less than a mark a 
section while Ken and I averaged 
about 3.3 per ride. We kept 
reassuring ourselves that that wasn't 
so bad, considering the Novice 


winner came in at 2.7 marks a 
section. 

Here's how the awards worked: 
the winner, Birkett, got the premier 
award. Ten percent of the entry — 
six riders — received Golds. The 


Bernie tackling a triple section. 


plonker street-legal. 

That's the top of the structure. 
Now let's start at the bottom and 
work up to the nationals. 

There are club trials. These are 
open to any member of the club 
and any member of any other club 
in the centre. There are 17 centres, 
generally following geographical 
county borders. 

Next up the ladder are centre 
trials: centre restricted and open 
centre. Anyone within the centre is 
eligible to ride a centre restricted 
trial. Open centre trials are open to 
riders in the centre of the 
presenting club as well as adjoining 
centres. 

The layers are set up so that the 
trials generally are tougher as the 
eligibility increases. A restricted 


Whippers-in Edward Mason (left) and 
John Holmes. The phrase comes from 
the sport of fox hunting. Whippers-in 
are like course marshals, only they also 
compete. They take the last two rider 
numbers (riders start one to the minute) 
and follow the tardiest riders around the 
loop. They also close the sections on 
the last loop. 


next six finishers (the second ten 
percent) received Silvers. Then ten 
percent of the Non-Experts and 
Novices combined — three riders — 
received Bronze. The top-placing 
Novice received the Novice award 
since his score was no more than 150 
percent of the lowest placing 
Bronze. Birkett won with 15, the 
best Silver score was 44, best Bronze 
68, best Novice 122. To transfer to 
Expert a rider has to win four 
Bronze awards in one year. 

The club trial was a fine way to 
top off our sporting holiday in the 
highlands. And, as somebody once 
said: just wait’ll next year. o 


centre trial is tougher than a club 
trial, easier than an open centre 
trial. A national is tougher than an 
open centre. This allows a rider to 
anticipate the degree of difficulty 
he will encounter at any given 
trial, and decide whether he wants 
to ride an easy, average or tough 
event. Because of the numerous 
number of trials available on any 
given weekend, on both Saturday 
and Sunday, and sometimes in the 
evening too, a rider can usually 
ride one, sometimes two and even 
three trials a weekend. 

And we wonder why the English 
riders are so good. All they have 
besides talent is the land, the 
tradition, the pride and the 
organization to take them to the 
top. 


65 


1976 KX125 Ge 


New 
Suggested 
Was Retail* 


$ 776 $599 £i 


“TZ | 1 t 
ХМ |) 


1975 KX250 ў A 
New 1 
(й 
Was gear y 4 
, 1 


$1058 $749 ^ 


COS 


Aj 


1975 KX400 
New 
Was "mee 


$ 1211 $999 


1976 KT250 
Su eed 
Was Retail 


$1079 $749 


лм: 
Жо, 
I e 


KAWASAKI MOTOCROSS BIKES AT SUPER SALE PRICES... NOW! 


Hurry! While supplies last! Kawasaki's 
Off-road Competition Clearance Sale is 
now. Fantastic competition Kawasakis 
ready to do the dirt for very little money. 
Kawasaki prices are the lowest ever. See 


your participating Kawasaki dealer today 
because supplies are limited. Its a real - 
dirty trick on the competition; high perfor- 
mance Kawasakis at super sale prices. 
We know why you ride. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


i Ё 
*Effective November 1, 1976. Manufacturer's suggested list prices excluding freight, dealer prep, title, state and local taxes. Prices subjectto change without notice. Prices apply to U.S. only. 


Good times include riding safely, and wearing a helmet 
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PRODUCT EVALUATION 


AIR RIDE /UJPEn/IOn 


Wanta walk on air? 


/ // oe 


If you have tried to convert your 
regular forks to air forks, you have 
very likely run into some problems. 
As we mentioned in an earlier issue, 
in regulating the air pressures and 
volumes we are playing with 
something called “Boyles law.” 
Without getting too technical here, 
problems arise because a modern 
long travel fork doesn’t have the 
volume of air needed to use the full 
travel of the fork, without being too 
soft or mushy during the first part of 
its travel. The solution to this 
particular problem is to increase the 
air volume in the fork and use two or 
more separate chambers, as on the 
Yamaha air-forkers. This type of 
arrangement has not been available 
as an accessory until now. 

AIR RIDE offers a kit that makes 
a lot more sense than the two air 
chambers on the Yammies, mainly 
because it’s lighter. It connects both 
fork legs into a single chamber 
(which is not too hot in itself), but it 
separates the two air chambers with 
a rubber diaphragm, which is 
leakproof and has no internal 
friction. (Yamaha has a dynamite 
looking diaphragm in their mono- 
shock unit but uses floating seals in 
the fork setup.) On the AIR RIDE 


Primary chamber air valve 


Fork leg Fork leg 
connector connector 
hose hose 


Rubber 
Diaphragm 


Secondary chamber air valve Main body with connector hoses and the rubber diaphragm on the side. The 
bottom plug holds the rubber in place and provides an air-tight seal. 
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unit the second chamber can also be 
partially filled with oil to regulate 
the progressivity. By installing the 
air chamber behind the front 
number plate, the CG is lowered 
and the use of off-set axle forks is 


There are two tools absolutely 
necessary when using air forks or 
shocks. The first one is something to 
pressurize the unit with. An air 
tank with a regulator is certainly a 
very high-class item, but there are a 
couple of hand pumps available that 
work very well. We have told you 
before about the Schwinn bicycle 
pump with its built-in gauge and 
check valve. There is also a new, 
tiny little hand pump available from 
Rocky Cycle Co. (see your dealer) 
that lists for $6.95 and that we have 
tried. It pumps close to 100 pounds, 


possible (where the bars are located 
right above the fork cap). 

Installing the AIR RIDE, in this 
case in the Marzocchis on the 250 
Moto Villa, is quite easy and takes 
only a few minutes. The critical 


has a check valve and works 
superbly for small-volume stuff, like 
forks and shocks. 

For checking the pressure, a 
regular automotive pencil-type 
gauge is about the crudest thing you 
can use. The clock-type gauge is a 
little bit better, especially if you 
have the length of the tip that 
compresses the valve needle adjusted 
(see Hot Set-ups, Aug. 76 DIRT 
BIKE), but remember that even if 
the air pressure is correct, you 
are going to lose some as soon as you 
use the gauge, and when the gauge is 


parts are, of course, the two fork 
caps, which must fit well and not 
leak. Two small brackets hold the air 
chamber to the top fork crown. 
Installing the number plate requires 
additional brackets. Our test bike 
merely had the stock number plate 
bent around the air chamber. Not 
sufficient. By the time you read this, 
AIR RIDE has promised to have a 
bracket available. 

However, it is after installing the 
air chamber that you encounter the 
most time-consuming operation, and 
the one that requires the most 
patience and knowledge: adjust- 
ment. Much experimentation is 
required to make the forks work as 
well as when using the regular 
springs. Basic instructions are 
included with the kit, but if you 
want to really do the job, you will 
have to be a real fork tuning wizard. 

If you want to use air and no 
spring in your fork, this product 
certainly has the potential to work at 
least as well as springs. And it looks 
tricker than anything. $75 takes it 
away. Add to that the price of an air 
tank or air pump and the special 
adjuster-type gauge and you will get 
the picture. 

Available through Rocky Cycle 
dealers or through Rocky himself at 
1250 Elko Dr., P.O. Box 1431, 
Sunnyvale, California 96086. (408) 
734-3750. o 


removed the pressure will be too low 
and its time to add air, and start 
checking the pressure all over again. 
A new type of gauge that has been 
developed especially for this purpose 
is being sold by the Moto X Fox, 
Yamaha and others. Even if it 
doesn't replace pumping and adjust- 
ing, it makes it into a much easier 
chore. With the tool attached, 
bleeding and adding is easy and no 
pressure is lost when the gauge is 
removed, which otherwise is the 
most difficult task when adjusting 
pressures. 


DIRT BIKE 


SURVIVING 
MEGAPOLIS 


Dirt biking is a sport more 
commonly associated with the West 
Coast, but we East Coast residents 
are strong on the sport too. West 
Coasters have it easy, what with 
large open areas, desert riding, 
mountain trails and a climate more 
conducive to year-round riding. 
What is easy out West is more 
difficult in the East and our New 
York kids really need ingenuity to 
get their riding done. 

Over this last year they’ve been 
skateboarding on some streets where 
adults are afraid to walk. And now 
the New York bikers are beginning 
to claim and scrounge their own 
pieces of turf. 

In certain areas of upstate New 
York its easy enough to find 
established racetracks where pros 
and non-pros can compete in 
money-making organized com- 
petition. But the tendency now and 
probably for the future is for small 
track operators to be inundated by 
everything from insurance to com- 
munity pressure. Larger promoters 
are making it and the small, local 
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track is dwindling away. The 
mileage traveled to a riding area 
increases all the time. And practice 
tracks become harder to find. 
Congested urban and suburban 
living areas and noise limitations 
narrow the options further. 

Sixteen-year-old John  Rotton- 
koller and his friend Gary Oswald 
took it upon themselves to solve 
their own problem. 

“We just created our own track,” 
John explained. “My dad and I pass 
this big empty lot every time we 
drive across the Whitestone Bridge 
to go from Queens to upstate New 
York. Actually, when we started 
riding there it was more a dump 
than a lot. Since nobody was using 
it, we decided that it would be a 
great place for us to practice our 
riding. Gary, myself and a bunch of 
other guys got together one day and 
started riding there. Before long our 
bikes had worn away the grass and 
we had the makings of a track. 

"Soon we set to work building it 
into a real track. We spent days 
collecting old tires and laying them 
alongside the track to better define 
it. Then with shovels, picks and a 
lot of muscle we built actual jumps. 
Now we have an ideal place to 
practice. Nobody complains about 


Let's 


see, if we put a downhill here... 
DIRT BIKE 


AN YOu - 


Go ahead, ask him if it’s worth it. 


the noise because there’s nobody 
around to disturb. Besides, the 
traffic over the bridge is much 
noisier than any of our bikes. Even 
the police have given us an 
unofficial sanction by turning their 
heads. Today were attracting all 
kinds of people who are eager for a 
place to ride.” 

Dirt riding in a New York City 
dump provides an ever-changing 
environment. When large trucks 
pass through on a muddy day they 
leave deep tracks which create a 
new challenge for the beginning 
bikers. And on a near-weekly basis, 
dump trucks deposit new piles of 
dirt which turn into new obstacles 
for different skyshots. 

When the weather warms up 
again John and Gary will head for 
the Catskills to clear their heads. 

“Every once in awhile it’s nice to 
get out in the country and breathe 
some fresh air,” Gary says. “We can 


. get lost in those mountains for days. 


The camping is great. Fresh-water 
streams are plentiful. The riding is 
endles. Al we have to do is 
remember that the track wont 
make a full circle unless we make it 
that way. Back under the bridge it's 
never a long walk when you run out 
of gas." o 
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NEW BRAD LACKEY BOOT BY ALPINE-STAR Improved version of 
the famous DeCoster boot. Affords the ultimate shin protection with 
three sturdy ribs in front (replacing the old steel plate that bent with 
wear). Virtually seamless outer leather surfaces—eliminates danger 
of snagging or ripping. Outstanding comfort and protection with 
padded shin and ankles, steel sole support and steel toe. Has quick 
release buckles. Color coordinated in red, blue and white. 1976 
catalog $1.00. Dealers request on letterhead. 
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A aN Is your dirt bike missing that 
/ LÀ EXTRA SOMETHING? 
M Find it FAST in the NEW 


MIU JEVOKIEG 
> BUYER'S 


filled with fenders, flames, forks, tires, tools, 
tanks, carbs, controls, chains, chemicals, 
clothing, and most anything else that goes with 
Dirt Bike riding. 


DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE 
ORDER TODAY! P.O. Box 317 Encino, CA 91316 
Only $2.00 Name 


plus $.50 postage and handling Address 
for each copy ordered. Make City 
checks payable to HI-TORQUE 
PUBLICATIONS. State 


Circle Number 11 on pg. 88 
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[ | Be a Winner with 
Outstanding Cycle Accessories 


à ra Wi from PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller—guaranteed for 
life — with a heat-treated center bolt. 
Order yours today and never be 
plagued with breakage again. 


sg% 


LONG-WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 
thumb protection. Seamless 
thumb for comfort. Sandstone 


color. Sizes small, medium, A. 

large and X-large. B. 
°6 95 PR 

C. 


HYDRON-COATED GOGGLES 


New coating of Miracle Plastic 
Hydron prevents fogging. Adjust- 
able strap fits everyone. 


No. 70 $695 
No. 90 $995 
(wide angle) 


STICKIES 


Now you can show 'em 
where the action is! Put your 
Dirt Bike or Motocross Stickie 
on your gas tank, helmet or 
any unusual place that will make you stand out. Both stickies are 
3-5/8x2-7/8". Only a mere 25 cents each, five for a buck, 
1,000 for $250, 10,000 for? 


PERS ONALIZED WATCH 


Your face hand painted 
on the dial. Send black 
and white or color photo. 


WHATA 
SUPER 
GIFT IDEA! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy watch. Eight 
illustrations to choose from. 


1 yr. service warranty. $19.95 
17 jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case $39.95 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service 

warranty. 

17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. $44.95 


Silver tone case with stainless steel back. 
Two-year service warranty. 


get it together binder 


Tough durable binders for those dog-eared, 
priceless old back issues of Dirt Bike and 
Motocross Action Magazines. A rich finish 
with the name of the magazine embossed in 
gold on the front and on the spine. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY ... 
DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
very impressive on your desk or 
in your bookcase. 


ORDER NOW! $6 45 each 


PLUS. PRODUCTS, INC. P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 > 


NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 


STATE. ZIP. 


POSTERS 
O $1.50 each plus 50g for postage and handling 
Û $5.00 for -4- plus 50g for postage and handling 


BINDERS [Г] PIGSKIN GLOVES Г] 
D DIRT BIKE Indicate quantity 
OOMOTOCROSS ACTION Pair(s) and size(s) 
$6.45 plus $1.00 postage $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. 
GOGGLES [ ] 
J 470 $6.95 STICKIES (0 254 each, 5 for a buck. 
[.] 490 (wide angle; $9.95 D DIRT BIKE 
$1.00 for postage and handling. O MOTOCROSS ACTION 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


WATCH [J] Include Photo 


Indicate: Hair Color Eye Color 
Name on Watch 


D) DESERT RACER 


Complexion 
О CHOPPER 


A. $19.95 Watch (es) 
Omx BORAS RACER в, $39.95 Watch (es) 
О ENDURO BIKE STREET BIKE 

C. $44.95 Watch (e 
D MINI BIKE D CAFE RACER atones) 


Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


FLYWHEEL PULLER : $8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 


Model Year 
О Yamaha D Hodaka {j Puch [)Sachs 
O Suzuki [1 Ossa ODKW Bultaco 
© Husky (Penton 


HERE'S A SUPER WAY TO COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITI ON YOUR WALLS... 


TRICK- ACTION 
COLOR POSTERS 


9. GEORGE WEGNER, CAN-AM175 ` ` 


: yr FOUR NEW 
Д ES ALL- ACTION 
10. JIM CONNOLLY, 250 BULTACO PURSANG COLOR POSTERS 


Mp cart OT ie 


1. FIRSTISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION AT INTER-AM 11. ALBAKER ON A 250 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! Postage will be paid on all orders over four. 


Use the 
coupon 


below — 
ORDER “ 
NOW! 7. KAWNSAKI CLIMBING 


3. JIM CONNOLLY INDIAN DUNES 


A 


J D6-12 L 
[| PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. i 
i P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 В 
| [| 
g Enclosed is check or money order for $ A 
р PosterNo.10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 i 
gp $2.50 each plus $.50 postage and handling; $7.50 any four plus $1.00 Е 
J postage and handling. i 
| | 
Е Name Е 
Jg Address B 
B City - i 
— State Zip Е 
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COMING UP IN THE WORLD 


Ьу Arnie'Sgalio 
Photos by Larry: Gonzales 
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"Because its there!" said Sir 
Edmund Hillary, and the civilized 
world sighed in appreciation of his 
wit and wisdom. It seemed such an 
elegant and simple explanation. 
Why else would an intelligent man 
risk his life struggling to climb 
Mount Everest? Several thousand 
Abominable Snowmen may have 
had an even better explanation, but 
they have, as yet, been unavailable 
for comment. 

Motorcycle hillclimbers are a 
different breed. Closer in attitude, I 
would guess, to the elusive Yeti, 
than to the aristocratic Hillary. The 
“because it’s there” rationale would 
not be alien to them, but the 
suffer-to-conquer mentality would- 
n't fit at all. The ride, as well as the 
actual reaching of the summit is 
involved in the pleasure of hill- 
climbing. 

And titles don't cut much ice with 
hillclimbers either. Consider the fate 
of Ron True, 1976 world champ. 
He showed up at the Montana State 
Championships, with every reason 
to be confident of success, only to 
finish behind two locals in the Open 
Class. He didn't place at all in 
either the 500cc or Advanced Class 
competition. 

July 18th was a sunny day in 
Billings. Two-thousand dollars in 
prize money likely brightened the 
day even more for the waking 
competitors. The Montana Cham- 
pionship Motor-Cycle Hillclimb, an 
event that has been held on and off 
since 1919, was about to begin. 

In the brochures and posters they 
referred to it as "the Hill." It was 
described as “320 feet high, by 45 
degrees, by 60 degrees by 87 
degrees." 'The poster concluded 
simply, “Good Luck.” 

The rules were simple, no chains 
or studded tires allowed. A 
dead-man type kill button would be 
required on all machines. Only 
ethyl or regular gas were allowed. 
“The Hill” was to be closed to all 
riders for two weeks prior to the 
competition. Without “hookers” to 
stop and/or save runaway bikes, 
practice was a dangerous proposi- 
tion anyway. 

Cash prizes were offered in all 
classes, including 250, 500, and 
Open. The top 250 rider would go 
on to the Advanced competition, as 
would the top three 500 classers and 
the top five Open riders. 

Only by winning the Advanced 
class, by beating the best of all 
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other classes could a rider be 
named Champion. The Advanced 
winner would receive $175 for that 
win, with second and third places 
also in the money. Each displace- 
ment class winner would pocket 
$200, with the five places following 
winning cash in each class. 

Easier said than done. The climb 
was a classic example, not of man 
and machine against others, but of 
man and machine against earth and 
gravity. Needles to say, the 
"hookers" who worked the ropes for 
the Billings Club would earn their 
rewards. Amazingly, they worked 
for nothing. 

To get credit for topping "the 
Hill" the riders would be required 
to trip the electric timer at the 300 
foot level. Even if only a front tire 
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broke the magic beam, no more 
would be needed. If a bike and 
rider were good enough to make the 
entire distance they would have 
only 20 feet to react and to 
maneuver down a dirt part, or a 
87-degree cliff. In most cases 
coming down presented more 
problems than going up. 

The first 100 feet of the course 
was the worst. Chewed and loose 
from years of competition, it 
provided precious little traction. 
When а bike started spinning 
wheels and spitting dirt, it was 
pretty much all over. 

Especially for the 250 class riders. 
Not one of them made the hill this 
year, though a flat-tracker from 
Billings managed 265 feet on his 
second try to take the first prize. 


Greg Vosen thus moved on to the 
Advanced competition, and would 
later make 285 feet, 15 short of the 
summit. 

Horsepower helps, and the 500 
class has at least that much of an 
advantage over the 250 riders. The 
lower hill, of course, was more 
chewed up than ever. 

It didn't look likely, odds-makers 
were ready to bet that the 500 class 
would fail too. But Marvin 
Blodgett of Fort Benton, Montana, 
put his Honda over the top. 

Blodgett and two other riders 
would go on to the Advanced 
competition. There was a familiar 
name missing from the class results. 
Ron True, though he made 292 feet 
on his 500 Class Yamaha, finished 
out of the money. 
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Shovel crews tried to manicure 
the hill in preparation for the Open 


class attack, but 75 bikes had 
already had a chance to do their 
digging and sifting, with only one 
having made the summit. Under 
these conditions it was likely that 
the big bikes would have some 
problems too. 

Ron True, of course, was still the 
best bet. His Open class Norton was 
a veteran bike. It had proven itself 
many times to be capable. He 
would have his work cut out for 
him. Surprisingly, all the Open class 
bikes made the summit. The 
competition was no longer aimed at 
topping "the Hill," now it became a 
race. With the timer at 300 feet 
deciding the winner. 

The sound of the Open bikes 
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seemed to draw even the most jaded 
spectators to the bottom of the hill. 
The smaller bikes were fun to 
watch, sure, but this was a 
hillclimb. 

Each bike in turn rumbled up to 
the line, only to be lost in a cloud of 
dust and gravel for its first 60 feet. 
The starters all wore ear plugs and 
were forced to duck under the hail 
of rocks as the bikes showered 
everything behind them. Attempts 
by a water truck to dampen dust for 
the spectators proved useless. The 
big bikes were after traction, and it 
could only be found six inches 
below the surface of the Hill. 

The engines thundered. Harleys, 
Nortons, Hondas and Triumphs 
prepared for their runs. It was 
Sensurround no matter where one 
sat. The competition began. 

Jerry Richter, a 29-year-old 
veteran of twelve years of hillclimb- 
ing, won the Open Class with an 
8.08 clocking, while Tommy Glenn 
held second with 8.77. Joining these 
two, and Ron True, in the Open 
Class transfers to the Advanced 
competition were Ken Henry on a 
Harley and Bob Morgan on a 
Honda. 

As it turned out, the Advanced 
runs would change the standing 
little, except for absenting Ron 
True. He would be nudged out in 
the Advanced finals by Ken Henry. 
Jerry Richter, with times of 8.1 and 
8.75 ended up in first. 

For the weekend, True picked up 
only $100 in prize money but also 
collected the admiration of some 
eight thousand fans. To show the 
type of competitor he is, True agreed 
to put on an exhibition after the 
event, using nitro and chains on his 
Norton, to take a shot at the 6.2 
second hill record set by Ron 
Harmon of Montana. 

Ron took a stab at it, but the big 
Norton seemed to lose power about 
halfway up the slope, as it had all 
day. He set a remarkable time of 
7.1 seconds. Great, but still far 
from the record. 

The attempt seemed to sum up 
the day's disappointments. 

But there will be other days for 
Ron True, and for Advanced class 
winner Jerry Richter and the others. 
Other days to feel the rear wheel 
panic-scramble for traction, to hang 
on as the bike goes up and up. 

After all, it's not the money, not 
even the trophies. Ask any of them, 
the hill's the thing. © 


TEAM 
LEATHERS 


Now you can have 
authentic team 
styles and factory 
colors just like the 
; professionals. 
| We manufacture a 
complete line of 
racing leathers 
for MX, flat 
track, speedway, 
and touring 
leathers for the 
road rider. 


Send 50¢ for 
2 our complete 


Lancer Leathers 


10624 No. 19th Ave., Dept. K2 
Phoenix, Arizona 85029 


(602) 944-1783 
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Increase travel, maximum per- 
formance. Satisfaction gtd. 


HIGH PIPES 
=== - 


Pictured is new CR-125 '76. 
We dyno tune and custom fit 
all pipes for top performance, 
and design them so they won't 
toast your legs. Spark arrestors 
available. 

HONDA 

CR-125 '76 


RM SUZUKI 
RM-125 '75,'76 
RM-250 '75,'76 
RM-370 '75,'76. 
WORKS LOW PIPES 


4 STROKE PIPES 


Custom fit and dyno tuned. 
XR-75 '75,'76 

w/silencer 

SL-70 w/silencer L 
SL-100 (hi) w/silencer. $29.95 
XL-250 (hi) w/silencer. $39.95 
XL-350 (hi) w/silencer. $39.95 
XL-250 (hi) w/silencer. $24.95 
XL-350 (hi) w/silencer. $24.95 
TT-500 (hi) w/meg... $49.95 


GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS! 


ORDER NOW TO AVOID HOLIDAY MAIL RUSH 


HONDA RC TANK 


Uses stock Elsiner cap and Pet- 
cock. Plastic, guaranteed 1 yr. 
Specify: red, yellow, white 
silver or orange 


RACE FACE 


One-piece face protection. 
Specify: black, red, yellow, 
blue or white 

Polarized lenses 

Tear-offs 


FORK BOOTS, 
BAKER 


Available: 
black, red, yellow. ... 


Y Z-80 AIR BOX 


$ 8.95 


Increase H.P. and torque. 
Complete with element $19.95 


OURY,GRIPS 


All colors, pair 


S&W FREON SHOCKS 
AND SPRINGS 


cL 
ECTS 


Lengths available: 13, 13.5 
14.25 (complete).... $79.95 
15.5 (complete) $86.95 
Specify motorcycle, position 
of shock, rider weight and 
classification. 


SKID PLATES 


Protect your cases. 

HONDA 

CR-125 '73-'75 

CR-125 '76 

MR-175 All 

CR-250 '73,'74 

CR-250 '75,'76. 

XL-250/350 All 

SUZUKI 

RM-100/125 '75,76. . $24.95 
TM-100/125 '73-76.. $24.95 


$24.95 
YAMAHA 
250/400 Mono. '75,'76 $24.95 
TT-500 '76. 
TT-500 w/hi pipe. ... 
HUSQUAVARNA 
250/400/405 '72-'75. . $21.95 
250/360 '75,'76 $24.95 
KAWASAKI 
KX-250/400. 


SWING ARM 


BUSHINGS Ё 


1 year guarantee. 

HONDA 

CR-125, CR-250, XL-250 
MR-175, MR-250, XL-350 
SUZUKI 

RM-125/250/370, pair $ 9.95 


SWING ARMS 


= к : 
Р REC 


CROSS-UP ALLOY 

CR-125 '74, '75, '76. $129.00 
RM-125/250/370. . . . $129.00 
STEEL ARMS 


520 CHAIN KITS 


Chain only. 
Sprockets only 


UP-TITE CHAIN 
TENSIONERS 


CR-1 Yamaha, all 250, 360, 400 

CR-2 Yamaha, all 125YZ, 
YZ100C, 125C MX125C 

CR-3 Yamaha TT 500 

CR-4 Yamaha Y Z80, A,B,C 

CR-5 Suzuki RM250, 370 

CR-6 Suzuki RM100, 125 

CR-7 Honda CR125 

CR-7A Honda CR125 using 
520 chain kit 

CR-8 Honda CR250 

CR-9 Honda XR75 

CR-10 Husky 250, 400, 5&6 
speed 

CR-11 Husky GP125, 175,250, 
360 

CR-12 Maico 250, 360, 400, 
501 

CR-13 Bultaco Pursang 

CR-14 KTM 250, 400 

CR-15 CZ 

CR-16 Husky 125, 175, GP 

CR-17 Husky automatic 

CR-18 KX125 Kawasaki 

CR-19 KX250, 400 Kawasaki 

CR-20 Can am 

CR-21 Hodaka 

CR-22 Motovilla 

CR-23 Montesa 


HEAVY-DUTY 
CLUTCH PLATES 
OR SPRINGS 


$us 


Honda CR125/MR 175 springs 


City. State uci руге аы сед 
| M/C Make Model Year ——————— — — ——— 15174 Raymer St. | 


Add $2.50 for shipping CA residents add 6% sales tax 


| Enclosed is my O certified check [J money order for $ — —— (total of order) 


Van Nuys, Calif. 91405 | 
(213) 997-7055 
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YAMAHA 
Continued from page 51 


throttle response and pulling power 
of the Yamaha motor. In situations 
where the rider needed to loft the 
front wheel over a rock or ditch, the 
power and frame combined to 
allow it to happen. We're now 
looking forward to hooking into 
Mega-Cycle's piston and cam mods 
that Dick uses. 

Perhaps our only genuine crit- 
icism of the package comes as a 
qualified one at that. The Fox 
shocks which come with the frame 
perform quite well at an aggressive 
pace. Push them hard and they do 
the job as well as any. But if you 
slow for.a rock pile or a gnarly trail, 
the springing proves a bit stiff for 
the average rider (which most of us 
are). The springs could be replaced 
by softer items to suit a slower pace, 
but high speed potential would 
obviously suffer. You either bounce 
in the slow stuff or bottom in the 
fast. 

As an accessory frame for a 
four-stroke motor, the Dick Mann 
frame does things that we are 
inclined to classify as unobtainable 
elsewhere. We have not encoun- 
tered another accessory frame that 
is as agile and as stable as Dick's. 

As you roll off for a tight, 
off-camber corner and the rear end 
sets itself up without brake . . . as 
the front wheel falls conveniently to 
the inside and the door opens for 
the next straight section earlier than 
it should have . . . as the rear wheel 
drives out of the corner pulling 
traction out of adobe covered with 
pebbles . . . as the engine thumps 
below in loving ease, one is inclined 
to think that this may be it. Maybe 
four-strokes are going to rule the 
world again. 

Maybe we'll find out the answer 
next month if and when DMS-TT 
meets the Four-Stroke Nationals. @ 


HODAKA 
We Also 
Mail-Order 

catalog 


5606 W. Manchester Blvd. 
Westchester, CA 90045 
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Gift suggestions from 
Preston Petty for the rider 
with almost everything 


^R, Preston Petty has what the serious rider wants! Proven 
x durability, toughness, performance, and quality. 
The product choice is yours and guaranteed to satisfy 
the most demanding off-road rider. Preston Petty designed 
products are built for slogging, sliding, and surprise 
obstacles encountered in the toughest competition 
imagigable 
Don't confuse the markings, ask 
P your dealer for Preston Petty 
гу Products. The components 
to help you do 
your best —they work!! 


For additional 
information write: 
P.O. Box 89 
„ Newberg, Ore. 97132 


Enduro: 1) Tuf-Box; 2) Muder rear fender; 3) Baja rear 
fender; 4) |. T. rear fender; 5) Tool box/number plate; 
6) Engine Guard; 7) Universal bracket kit; 8) Motocross 


Motocross: 1) Tuf-Box; 2) Muder rear fender; 

3) MX rear fender; 4) Tuf-Tub; 5) Universal bracket 
kit; 6) Universal mounting bracket; 7) Mud Flap; 
8) "no-leak" gas cap; 9) Motocross number plate; 
10) ucro fork protector; 11) Tie-strap kit; 

) 12) Hex-Grips; 13) Muder |. B. front fender; 

Grips; 16) Tuf-Tub; 17) Muder I. B. front fender; 18) Muder 14) Muder front fender; 15) Baja 1. B. front fender; 


number plate; 9) Headlight/number plate; 10) District 
number plate; 11) Mud flap; 12) "no-leak" Gas cap; 
13) Garder” fork protectors; 14) Tie-strap kit; 15) Hex- 


front fender; 19) Baja I. B. front fender; 20) Baja front 
fender; 21) Mini-Muder |. B. front fender; 22) Mini- 
Muder front fender. 


16) Baja front fender; 17) Mini-Muder |. B. front 
fender; 18) Mini-Muder front fender. 
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Hey guys, 


| live in 
town or city 


my local dealer, 


dealer name and address 


Please get these guys on the ball! 


Send to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, Calif. 91436 
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T-Shirts 2%. 
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christmas 
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GIFT WITH ALL ORDERS 


Motocross Jerseys - 100% Nylon 


All in team colors, printed with cycle name on chest and arms. 


Adult Sizes $0.99 BOYS' SIZES 


E M-L-XL SHORT SLEEVES 
101 Yamaha 224 Bultaco DESIGNS ON FRONT 


102 Suzuki 225 Lu datae ТЕЗ: 
B а Re 90.99; 
awasaki aico 1o: 9» e 
223 Can-Am 228 Hodaka fg: 19 Team Caps - in Team Colors 


Top - quality twill con- No. 950 Harley 
struction. Adjustable. 951 Honda 
Vented. 952 Kawasaki 
953 Suzuki 
$4.99 each 954 Triumph 
(Two for $9.49) 955 Yamaha 


NEW! 


DENIMS 


Tough Blue Denim 
with Padded Hips 
and Knees, Zipper 
Legs, Big Cycle Name 
in Team Colors 


$19.99 


No. Q-9 No Lettering = 
Red, White, Blue 
No. Q-1 SUZUKI 
Red, Yellow, Black 
No. Q-3 YAMAHA 
Yellow, Black, Red 
2 No. 0-4 HONDA 
Sizes: Red, White, Blue 
S — Kids 22-24-26-28 Мо. 0-5 KAWASAKI 
Torsten Hallman Adult 28 thru 40 Red, White, Black 
Cycle Intercom Cross Peak 


CHEST PROTECTORS 


Cycle brand name, bright team colors 


No. 110 Honda 114 Can-Am HEX GRIPS 


111 Kawasaki 115 Husqvarna i ems 
$8.99' ni dew ee Sote Wyl 


EACH 113 Yamaha 117 Bultaco 


Yellow - Black or 
Clear Colors 
No. 1280 


$2.49 Pr. 


_ Chat with your fellow rider easily, safely, Duck Bill 
without shouting or taking your eyes off the 
road. Sound - powered. No batteries. W/Hallman Decal 


EB i arab = Bu CN $8.99 "$199 
ga CYCLE DECALS 
451.99 ш” ЫН 


EX ALL 15 
У; DIFFERENT ASSORTED 


| YAMAHA _ 
SUZUKI | 


Cross Bar Pads 


Vinyl-papped, with cycle brand 
name in team colors .A real 
safety accessory. 


$2 QQ No. 1151 Honda 
. No. 1152 Kawasaki 
No. 1153 Suzuki 


M/X Socks 


Imprinted in team colors. One EACH No. 1154 Yamaha Color-Trim Neck and Sleeve 
р Dozens of Other G 
HONDA MX GLOVES Catalog — Sent Hive sd Any o Qu vs 
KAWASAKI Ton Quality Soft Leather No. 1250 MENS' SIZES : 
SUZUKI, Red / White / Blue Colored Leather SM DE $2.0 With Design 
ouble Stitched — Fully Guaranteed “ңе 
Sizes: S- M-L- XL $14.99 Pr. on Front 
Add $1.00 For Additional Design on Back 
иш иш иш шн шш иш шш | 
@ A o о о 
ч цап. | Item No.| Description eo ы | | 
Switch ANE i] 
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No. 940 Honda 
Plate 941 Kawasaki 


$2.99 Mi, 


ха 
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paea 


ag 


[| Orders under $20 add $1 shipping. On orders $20 or more we pay shipping. Cash 


"jaquinu 


aans 


aeq dx3 


TO ORDER: Fill in coupon neatly. Print or type. or M.O. for prompt shipment. Checks require 2 weeks minimum to clear. Canadian E 

If more space needed use plain sheet of paper. Enter and all other foreign orders add $3. Ala. residents add 4% sales tax. 5g 
size, color, where needed. Add $1 shipping orders Ч = 

under $20, All Canadian and other foreign orders. ü Ship to: eS 
any amount, add $3. Remit cash or М.0. for prompt = 5 
shipment. Checks an 2 weeks minimum to clear our ae 
bank. NO COD ORDERS. Ala. residents add 4% Д абон 2, o CENT s Cz STATE, Bs eet TIPS ees 


sales tax. IF COUPON MISSING: Use plain sheet of 
paper. Give Quantity, Item No., Description, Color, 
Size, Price. Mail to CYCLE GEAR, Box 2001- D-12 
Dothan, AL 36301. 


| {Cycle Gear ERER! э? sso: 


cds LES SA ER сыраны LL‏ ت 


paea аблеце) 42jsey| Nok asp 
[T шш пш 


BITS & PIECES 


Continued from page 10 

score of 42 points as Roger had a 
first and second. The Dutch team 
was close behind with a score of 47. 
West Germany finished third. Tony 
D. again led the U.S. entry, 
finishing seventh overall. The team 


finished fifth. 


1977 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
DATES 


500 MOTOCROSS 
4-17 Austria 
Netherlands 
Sweden 

Finland 

Italy 

W. Germany 
U.S.A. 


о 
© ж 


о моо cO O1 CO 


Canada 

G. Britain 
Belgium 
Luxembourg 
Switzerland 
250 MOTOCROSS 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Belgium 

1 Czechoslovakia 
8 Italy 

5 Austria 
U:S.S.R. 
Yugoslavia 
G. Britain 

- Netherlands 
8-14 Sweden 

8-21 Finland 

125 MOTOCROSS 
4-10 France 

Italy 

Belgium 
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OS Oo GS e e ЧЙ 
NEN 


№ = 


цео а 


Denmark 
Yugoslavia 

2 Poland 

9 Czechoslovakia 
3 W. Germany 
0 Switzerland 

7 U.S.A. 
Canada 

8-14 Spain 
OBSERVED TRIALS 
2-12 Ireland 

G. Britain 
Belgium 

Spain 

3 France 
7 U.S.A. 
4 Canada 
1 W. Germany 
8 Sweden 
4 Finland 
8210:5.5:А: 

Switzerland 
SPEEDWAY 

7-23 Best Pairs Final, G. Britain 
9- 2 Solo Finals, Sweden 

9-18 Teams Finals, Poland 
LONG TRACK 

9-11 Denmark 

SIDECAR MOTOCROSS 
5-19 Sweden 

France 

Switzerland 

Belgium 

G. Britain 

Netherlands 

Austria 

Denmark 

9-18 W. Germany 

TEAM MOTOCROSS 

9- 4 250cc, W. Germany 
(Trophee des Nations) 
500cc, France 

(Motocross des Nations) 
INTERNATIONAL SIX DAYS 
TRIAL 

9-5/10 Czechoslovakia 


Continued on page 83 


9-11 


DECEMBER 1976 


For Pants, 
for Boots, 


As a committed dirt bike enthusiast, you know the 
value and necessity of quality accessories. Regardless of 
whether it’s a six day desert enduro that you are riding 
or a one day outing; comfort, dependability and 
affordability are foremost in importance. 

HATCH has been supplying riders with their pants 
and boots for years, and during that time has built a 
solid business reputation and a clear understanding of 
today’s motorcycle needs. 

In HATCH’s Motocross Pants rip-stop, flame- 
resistant nylon combined with top quality leather and 
superior workmanship provide an unbeatable team. 
High impact plastic knee and shin guards are supplied 
with adult sizes and removeable hip pads are also 
included with every pair. Rugged, great looking and 
safety conscious; these pants will fill your need. 

Available in adult sizes 28-38 and children sizes, 
22-26. 

Also from HATCH, a new design in Childrens 
Motocross Boots provides protection and comfort from 
the leather upper to the hard rubber sole and protective 
toeplate. Velcro flaps cover conventional laces while 
buckles are used at the top and bottom for added 
strength. 

Available in black only and in sizes 2 thru 6. 
Remember to always come to HATCH for your 
accessory needs. 


No matter what you ride or where, 
wear HATCH. 


Use this form to 
notify us at least 
six weeks before 


HATCH 


accessories 


Р.О. 

BOX 2402 
SEPULVEDA, 
CALIFORNIA 
91343 


Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


you move. im 
Subscription Dept. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address 

City. 

State Zip 
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AERO-PA'S 
MOTO 
far CHRISTMAS 


Scott Goggles $12.95 Scott Face Mask $6.95 Cross Peak Carrera Phantoms 
Polarized $16.95 Wht, Blue, Yel, Red $3.15 Clr or Yel Lens 
$12.95 


Gloves Webco 

Hi-Point G.P. 

$15.95 $13.95 
Professional Shoulder Pads Gold Belt $16.95 Hi-Point Tool Bag, Card 
$19.99 Jofa $38.05 Jim Davis $23.50 Holder $21.75 


Preston 
Petty 
Products 


f A Jerseys Д 


3 VIT 
T 1 
D سسس‎ 


Headlight/ Number Sun Rims 


PIERE ЕЕ Husky Blu & W $13.95 Bultaco Rd, W & Blu : oa en 
Front ІВ Muder $7.99 MX Rear $7.99 Penton Red, Wh, Blu $19.95 Metzler Tires 5 
IT Fender $18.95 $13.95 Rd & Gld $15.95 450x18 $38.95 


DB-12 


Windsor 
Tanks 
Penton $51.95 
Husky $55.85 Fox Shox $99.00 Petty Hex, GP, Oury or MS Super Trapp Complete 
Universal $44.95 Ex. Springs $19.95 Grips $3.95 $20.95 
4 I т=з пз m m کے کے مسر سے جت ست کے‎ эше جت‎ Па тыз шз ee ee тше тет эша тыт م سے س ست س ست ست س م‎ IBI тыр тыз a тиш т=з тыз II ee тшс ee Se SS тет тыз эт oe эз тир м 
! To Order: AERO-P.A. 
1 All orders will be sent C.O.D unless prepaid in full Box 475 
|. including freight by check or money order. We are McHENRY, IL 60050 
1 unable to send orders C.O.D. to the military or — (815) 385-4661 
! Canada. Please Send Me: 
| Total charges to your door: Quantity 
т Cost of items ordered $ Description 
| Ш. residents add 5% tax $2 =e SColor 
ı For freight and handling $ . 2.00 eem 
Boots ! If C.O.D. add $ .85 N 
Hi Point, Full Bore MX or ı Total Co mc ME n ame 
ISDT $73.95 | (Canadians and military please add $5.00 for ship- Address 
І ments over $50.00). Prices subject їо change. City - 
82 I State — Zip 
1 
П 
1 
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BITS & PIECES 
Continued from page 81 

Tom Corley's photo credit for the 
Tony D. Super Bowl centerspread 
in last month's issue (pages 46-47) 
was omitted. Sooo, we're giving it 
to him here. 


William Tell never told, but we 
will. It was the art department who 


did it. The lower arrow in the 
bottom photo of the Yamaha OW 
(page 58, last issue) is incorrect. The 
water flow on the right-hand side 
travels through the hose from the 
radiator to the fork crown, goes up 
the steering stem and then out the 
hose down to the water pump. The 
arrows indicating the return flow of 
the hot water into the other side of 
the steering stem and out the top 
are correct. 


* * * * 


Left out of the Hodaka Thunder 
Dog test — the availability of an 
optional enduro speedo/odometer 
kit with brackets for $26.70 and 
optional skid plate for $12.50. 


© 


* * * * 


"B Husqvarna Specialists 
HARD 


e Husqvarna 
e @ Hodaka 
e & Montesa 
Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid catalog. 
Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


DECEMBER 1976 


SOCCER 


CORNER 
SOCCER CORNER SCORES WITH COVERAGE OF THE BIG 
GAMES...INTERVIEWS WITH TOP PLAYERS, A LOOK AT 
THE PROS, COLLEGE AND AMATEUR TEAMS. 


INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 
$5.00 for 8 ISsues 


Offer expires December 15, 1976 


Regular price 
$6.50 for 8 Issues 


SOCCER CORNER 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year for additional 
postage & handling, other foreign add $2.00 per year. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


ДШ ЖО 


рее 


SUPER HOLIDAY OFFER! 


50% OFF 


WHEN YOU ORDER 
THESE FIVE EXCITING 
= TITLES FROM 
` HI-TORQUE 


Now is your chance to 
get these issues if you 
missed them before. 


They make great 
gifts for your dirt 
riding friends! 


ORDER NOW 
Offer expires Dec. 31, 1976 


Of course, you can order these 
individually at regular price 


Send all 5 titles. | have enclosed $5.75 
(A savings of $5.75) plus $1.50 postage 
& handling. 


Please send only titles | have checked at 
regular price. 

How to Win At Racing — $5.00 

Wrench Manual — $2.00 

How To Go Fast — $1.50 


HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Name 


Address 
City 
State 


Best of Dirt Bike Tests — $1.50 

Desert Racing — $1.50 

Add 50c postage & handling. for each 
magazine ordered. 
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With 12 ACTION, FULL COLOR 
MONTHS, plus features like 
CHAMPS OF YESTERYEAR, 
BENCH RACING, and more, it's 
a bargain at only $1.50, plus 50c 
postage and handling for each 
copy ordered. ORDER TODAY. 
AND REMEMBER A FRIEND 
— THEY MAKE SUPER GIFTS. 
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THE 1977 


MIT 


UIS 
CALENDAR 


IS ALREADY 
HERE 


AND WAITING 
FOR YOU 
TO GRAB IT UP! 


Make check payable to HI TORQUE D6-12 
PUBLICATIONS. 

DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 

P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


SAVE 25% ON THIS 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER! 


BY THE EDITORS OF 7/7 


RA : RAW 
„Ар ГОИ. ООРАВАМ : 


HORRENDOUS HIGHSIDI 
GRACEFUL GET-OFFS, 


LOOKING FOR AN UNUSUAL, BUT EXCITING GIFT FOR A 
SPECIAL FRIEND? HERE IT IS! 


How about a Christmas present to you... from you? 
AT THESE PRICES, YOU CAN'T GO WRONG! 


HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Send all 6 titles. | have enclosed $7.10 
(A savings of $2:40) plus $1.50 postage 
& handling. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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Offer expires Dec. 31, 1976 


Please send only magazines checked at regular 
price. 


Г1 Crash & Burn #14 — $1.50 
Crash & Burn Feb. 76 — $1.50 
Crash & Burn July 76 — $1.50 
Coloring Book — $1.50 
Foofaraw — $1.49 

DB Photo Album 1976 — $2.00 


Enclose 50c postage & handling for each 
magazine ordered. 


TUNNELVISION 
Continued from page 8 
that you suit up and coast down. 

Behold the silence. Listen to the 
birdies sing in the trees. Hear the 
flies scream as they smash against 
your goggles. 

Meditate upon the photo- 
chemical particulates which died 
before conception. Let not the 
Catholic Church worry thee — 
think of it as rhythm method. 

Learn to hold your breath to 
disturb not even the fragile oxygen 
molecule. 

Use brakes with care and observe 
small trace of your passing. 

Responsibility must now well up 
in your heart. Do you feel it: See 
the picnickers under the tree. Don’t 
look too close, they’re necking. 
They never noticed your passing. 
Does it not feel good to be a 
concerned citizen, a person truly 
dedicated to the furthering of 
human cooperation and under- 
standing? 

And observe too the man in blue 
beckoning to you. Treat not this 
man with disdain. Fill him with the 
joy of your discovery. Tell him of 
your bicycle and the morality of 
bicycling. Tell him that since this 
has no motor it cannot be a motor- 
cycle and therefore may be ridden 
in this city park with pride. Tell 
him what to do with his blessed 
green stickie. 

And as you rest from this 
afternoon repast, body aglow with 
the joy of blessed exercise and beer, 
contemplate the future. Divine 
inspiration someday may be placed 
in your hands and coffee break may 
be an unbearable wait. 

Yes my sons, daughters, mothers, 
fathers, casual acquaintances. 
Dream of the future of downhilling. 
Let the dollar signs glow in the eyes 
of ski area operators and the hooks 
for the cross-brace sprout willfully 
on the bottom of chair lifts. Let the 
slalom poles remain in the summer- 
time and let motocross attire find its 
natural end. Aprescycle? Let the lift 
lines build and the bunnies become 
tootsy. And may the lodge become 
the pit and the whoop-dee the 
mogul. May they all become 
bumps. For thine is the power and 
the influence to make things 
happen. Not to mention the money. 
I hereby cede the future into your 
care. 

Or, you could just blow it all off 
and go for a ride. © 

DIRT BIKE 


Save with 
Performance Products 
Unltd. 


DID: Alloy rims, 21 or 18 inch 

SCOTT: Polarized Goggles 
Non-Polarized Goggles 
Face Masks (Blue and White) 

ANDRES: Chromoly Handlebars (Husky, CZ, 
G.P., or Maico Bend) 

GOLD BELTS: The Original Sizes 18-24 

Sizes 27-40 

SHOEI: Full Cover Helmets. 

S, M, L, XL. Complete with Visor 
(White, Orange, Yellow, Black) 

SKYWAY: Silencers 
Silencer/Spark Arrestor 
Super Silencer/Spark Arrestor 

CHAIN TENSIONERS: Ball Bearing Roller, 
Super Lite and Strong. For CZ, 72-74 
Bultaco, Husky, Maico, Penton 
For Yamaha, RM, KX, Elsinore, 75 Bultaco, 
Ossa Phantoms 16.95 

LUJA G.P. PANTS: Waterproof Nylon with 
Padded Hips and Shins. Fully Lined 
with Knee Cups 

KONI: Shocks with Springs (11.9, 12.5, 12.9, 
13.5 Inch). Specify Spring Rate 

REPLICA TANKS: by CCC. 3 Year Guarantee! 
Complete with Cap, Mounting and Pedcock. 
(Honda, Maico, CZ and YZ Replicas) 

White, Yellow, Orange, Red, Blue, Silver . . . 

FORK BOOTS: All Bikes 

TERRYCABLES: For Most Dirt Bikes, Clutch, 
Brake, Throttle 

JT: Phase Two Filters. Bultaco, Can-Am, CZ, 
CR, Husky, KTM, KX, Suzuki (Foam only) 
Complete Units Except CR 

BOGE MX: Shocks with Springs (Specify Spring 
Rate 80-130 Ibs) 10.75, 11.75, 12.5, 

13, 13.5, 14 inch 

MAGURA CONTROLS: 
Quick Throttles 
Powerpull Levers 
Six Day Levers 

G.P. SEAT KITS: Adds Two Inch of Padding, 
New Cover, Adhesive, and Instructions. 
(CZ, Penton, Suzuki, Elsinore, Bultaco, 
Husky, Maico, Yamaha) 

VESCO Skinny Fat Tanks: With Petcock, 
Mounting and Сар. ................ 44.95 
#210 Fits XL Honda 
#211 Fits Yamaha, Suzuki, CZ, Bultaco, 
Kawasaki, 75 CR 125 
#212-4 Fits Huskys (4 Gallon) 

JOFA Shoulder Pads 2 
Shoulder Pads with Chest Protector 

NORSTAR-MUNARI BOOTS 

TERRY FORK KITS: 

(CZ, Bultaco, Husky, RM, TM, Montesa VR, 
Yamaha MX, TT 500, XT 500, YZ, and 
Kawasaki KX 250-450) 

SKYWAY FREON SHOCK KITS 

HERCULES LEATHERS: Fully Lined MX Pants 
with Padded Hips, Shins and Knees. 

Sizes: 28-40 Even in Black, Blue, Red orTan 64.95 

MIKKOLA GLOVES 


ANCRA TIE DOWNS 
SPOILER VISORS: 

Black, Blue, Red, White and Yellow 
GAS MARZOCCHI SHOCKS: 

12.4, 13, or 13.5 Inch with Springs 
SMITH GOGGLES: Clear 


HOW TO ORDER 
Write: 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS UNLTD. 
7633 Winnetka Ave. 
Canoga Park, CA 91306 


Prepaid orders over $75.00 shipped FREE (except 
Canada). Other prepaid, add $2.25 for shipping. Send 
complete information on bike and include phone No. 


IF YOU DON'T SEE IT CALL! 


(213) 998-7250 (213) 993-0280 EVE. 
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25% deposit on C.0.D. No personal checks please. 


CA. residents add 6% sales tax. Prices good 60 days. 


CHECKPOINT 
Continued from page 6 

Nope, I'm willing to be reason- 
able. The bike I’m looking for is 
well within the resources of any 
number of companies. In fact, it is 
my humble opinion that it is exactly 
what all of them should be 
manufacturing. 

Primarily, it must be a good 
enduro/woods bike. Thus nimble 
handling, reasonable weight and at 
least minimal lighting, coupled with 
a broad powerband, should begin 
to fill in the picture. 

On the other hand, I occasionally 
like to play-race around a motocross 
course. I might even, once in a 
while, ride a motocross, though 
only for a kick, so my "perfect" bike 
must be able to sashay from berm to 
berm without causing acute embar- 
rassment and/or pain. 

So far, no problem. There are at 
least two or three bikes on the 
market that can fit into this rather 
restrictive mold with only a small 
amount of jigsawing around the 
edges. 

But the slot, as they say, 
chickens. The “perfect” bike must 
also be quiet. I don't ask for silence, 
though I would love it, but the 
quieter the machine, the better I'll 
like it. Noise violates my eardrums 
and aesthetics. I can't ride fast 
while worrying about stampeding 
the cows in the next valley. 

Oh yeah, I need adequate ground 
clearance and low-end torque to 
grunt my way through stream beds 
chasing the demon (Len) Weed. 

Now for the zinger. Im not 
insistent, mind you, I don't want to 
be unreasonable, but Ive always 
had this thing for four-strokers . . . 

There it is. Im ready, willing 
and, within financial reason, able 
to buy the sucker right now. If I 
could just find it. Maybe testing 
bikes for a living, being constantly 
confronted with the best available, 
has made me overly critical, made 
me all the more determined to not 
own anything that isn't exactly 
what I want. 

I suppose the same thing could 
happen anywhere. Were there a 
comparable job that dealt with 
ladies rather than motorcycles a 
man involved would probably have 
identical problems in trying to 
choose a wife. 

If, by the way, you know of such 
a job, forget the bike, and send me 
an application . . . © 


Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 
most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools and 
clothing for custom, street, competition 
and dirt bikes. The 1976. motorcylist's 
catalog is just the very best mail order 
catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3 — 4 weeks for delivery 


Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
and handling for APO, FPO and 
foreign countries. 


ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE жє ес ex ZIP 


E C 515 N. Victory Blvd., 
Burbank, Ca., 91502 
UNW/ENIER (213) 849-7295 


85 


l 
Circle Number 25 on pg. 88 


Circle Number 26 on pg. 88 


ХАНАН UCM ПИШЕ Ripe 
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ДДД ДИННИН ДИЛЕ e RUE 


; Nylon & Leather 


Top quality heavy duty nylon is combined c 

with top grade 3 oz. cowhide to produce 
motocross pants from the professionals. Felt С 
backed knee and shin quards included. 


BILL 
WALTERS 
LEATHERS, 
INC. 
7359 Varna Ave.. No. Hollywood 
Calif. 91605 (213) 982-3738 


Bero RE HERRERA 
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STERLING SILVER RINGS 


indian Head Warrior 


Size 7 to 13 
$14.00 each 
$95.00 each 
$1.00 for postage and handling. 
7 day return privilege for full refund! 


Dealers price on Silver Rings; 5 or more 
$8.00 ea. 


BOB SASS 
P.O. Box 39865 Los Angeles, CA 90039 


Wholesale catalog rings for resale. 
$1.00 refund with first purchase. 
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1977 HUSQVARNA 125 CR 


Continued from page 27 

tuning the fork oil to personal styles 
and weight. We settled on ten- 
weight, though lighter riders will 
probably be happier with five- 
weight. Fork tops still squirt some 
oil at you. The shocks bottomed 
occasionally under our heavier 
testers but this bottoming was never 
felt while riding. Tire marks on the 
underside of the fender gave it 
away. 

The seat is firm and comfortable, 
and the seat-peg-bar relationship 
was instantly comfortable for most 
of our testers. The feeling of the 
little Husky, as well as its 
appearance, definitely suggests a 
bike bigger than 125cc. This is 
turned to the rider’s advantage on 
rough courses where it adds to the 
stability of the machine. 

Steering, as we said before, is 
spot-on. The legend of the hard- 
turning Husky can be laid to rest 
once and for all. 

Weight is within the realm of 
competitive 125s, and is located 
low, dropping the center of gravity 
and increasing stability. The Husky 
may not be quite as quick as some 
of the smaller “J” bikes on a flick- 
around slalom series of turns, but 
the difference is not great and is 
made up for in other situations. 

The single most impressive thing 
about this impressive motorcycle is 
its power. The 125 CR has 
unquestionably the best powerband 
we have encountered in this 
displacement category. It is 
torquey, and thus easy to ride, and 
very fast. Versatility is the name of 
the Husky game. Low rpm punch 
plus good top end make this bike 
wonderfully easy to ride on tight 
tracks where the competition is 
slowed by their constant spastic 
shift dance. It is a superb motocross 
mount, and we bet іе] make it for 
enduros and trail riding, too. 

Our motocrosser staffers have 
already proposed to the young lady, 
but the staff time-and-distance 
freaks are waiting in the bushes 
with spittle on their chins. They'll 
have their say in the project, later. @ 


GenParts 


got 'em for you 


-S WHOLESALE! 


ALL NAME BRAND PARTS & ACCESSORIE: 
Hooker, NOK: Cost & Marge Masy Вап. Casler. Yuasa, 
ешт 
BOX 600, CHESTER, N.J. 07930 : 
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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT THE 1977 
MODEL CARS — AND IN ONE 
PLACE, TOO! 


IT'S ALL IN THE NEW 


AUTO REPORTS 


MAGAZINE 


COMPLETE ROAD TESTS of some 
of the world’s most exciting new 
automobiles. 

PREVIEWS of Detroit’s new model 
lines. 


FEATURES on subjects 
from handling dealer 


ranging 
warranty 
problems yourself to the diesel 
engine as powerplant of the future. 


All this and more. If you're thinking 
of buying a 1977 model automobile, 
or if you're just one of America's 
millions of car freaks, then the all 
new AUTO REPORTS is for you!!! 


ORDER TODAY 


Only $1.50, plus 50c postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. 


Make checks payable to Hi-Torque 
Publications 


AUTO REPORTS 


P.O. Box 317, 
Encino, CA 91316 D6-12 
Name 
Address 
City 
State: 5^. 3. uo sv Zip 


DIRT BIKE 
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LONG-WEARING, COLORFUL 


Tank-Tee and Sweatshirts 


| "IW PRODUCTS, 
o y INC. 


All shirts 
made of 
100% Premium 
Cotton 


| E (AR. EP o 
; im, х pee E СЕТ IT ON! 


à ack: 
ex 
< E 
| 7 Xx a 
DAN QUO 4. - j 
; sb N X 
o. V 


Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, Blue 
| Р.О. Вох 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 T-shirt Colors: white, Red, Yellow 
1101 SIZES: S- M—- L—XL Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 
1 T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both sides. 
| SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on tront. $4.95 with 
j emblem on both sides. Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for 


Z2 
sears ! postage and handling. D6-12 
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2, 
It'S simple and fast! 


Here's how it works: 


yd (1) Print or type your name, address, city and state on the coupon 
below. 


(2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 
R EA D E R numbers) which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the 
ad on the page where the advertisement appears. Literature and 


SERVICE the name of your nearest dealer will be sent directly and 


automatically from the advertiser. 


DEPT. 


(3) Place coupon in your own envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover 
cost of postage and handling (please wrap the coin in paper — 


not in tape) and mail to: 


READER SERVICE DEPT. 
DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


Name 


P.O. Box 317 Address 
Encino, California 91316 City 


(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) State 


In order to continue making DIRT BIKE the 
kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 

our help by answering the following 
questions (circle the letter next to your 
answer): 


7. AGE GROUP 
a) a) Under 16 


41 and over 


. ANNUAL INCOME 
Under $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 or more 


. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? 
Yes 
No 


. IFYES, HOW MANY? 


. WHAT MAKES DO YOU OWN? 

Honda 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Kawasaki 
Bultaco 
Montesa 
Ossa 
Maico 
Triumph 
Can-Am 
Harley-Davidson 
Rokon 

m) Hodaka 

n) Penton/KTM 

p) Husqvarna 

p) other 


6. WHAT TYPE OF BIKES DO YOU 
OWN? 

a) trail/enduro 

b) motocross 

с) street/ trail 

d) trials 

e) flat-track 

f) speedway 


7. DO YOU COMPETE IN 
ORGANIZED COMPETITION? IF 
SO, WHICH TYPE? 

a) motocross 

b) enduros 

c) trials 

d) flat-track 

e) speedway 


8. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 
a) yes 

b) no 


9. IF "YES", WHAT MAKE DO YOU 


PLAN TO BUY? 


70. HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU 
PLAN TO SPEND ON ACCESSORIES 
FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
THIS YEAR? 
a) $0-$25 
b) $25-50 
c) $50-$100 
d) $100-$200 
e) $200-$400 
f) $400 and over 
11. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
OFARTICLES INTEREST YOU THE 
MOST? 
a) competition 
b) technical 
с) new bike tests 
d) personality features 
e) product evaluations 
f) other 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


12. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINES DC 
YOU READ MOST OFTEN? 

a) Dirt Bike S 

b) Motocross Action (insert letter) 
c) Cycle d 

d) Cycle World 3rd 

e) Cycle Guide Ah 

f) Popular Cycling SiR 

g) other t 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers’ money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 

"permitted in classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 


PUCH PARTS — Most five-speed 125cc 
and 175cc parts in stock. Fast UPS. COD 
delivery. We mail anywhere. SERENITY 
CYCLE, Bay Ridge Road, Orleans, MA 
02653. (617) 255-5695. 


DIRT BIKES — BANKRUPTCY RESALE 
— Twenty English Sprite 250 and 405cc 
2-stroke dirt cycles. Factory fresh in crates. 
Fast and Durable. $495 each. Dealers 
welcome. Call DON, (215) 353-5815, 
11-6pm. Pennsylvania. 


CANADIAN MOTORCYCLISTS — Now 
you can obtain the latest cycle accessories 
conveniently by mail order without all the 
hassle and expense of customs, duty, etc. 
from CYCLE ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED, 
your 100-percent Canadian accessory 
dealer. Send $1 for our catalog of values 
today. Box 175, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 
3V7. 


TWO STROKE PORTING — Expert 
porting and polishing to your or our specs. 
Hundreds of satisfied customers — many 
AMA professionals. $50 and up per cylinder 
depending on work requested. Inquiries 
invited. Send cylinder, pistons, carb and 
instructions, prepaid, to: MOTORCYCLE 
PERFORMANCE CENTER, INC., 6116 
Madison Avenue, Berkeley, Missouri 63134; 
(314) 524-7686. 


COMPETITION ACCESSORIES — Mikuni 
Conversion Kits CR125: 32mm: $42.95, 
34mm: $46.95. 520 Chain Conversion Kits: 
$37.95. Fox Shox: $89.95. Springs: $17.95. 
DeCoster Gloves: $20.95. FMF High Pipes 
RM125 & YZC125: $64.95. Pro-Tec Chain 
Tensioner: $16.95. Koho Face Mask: $6.95. 
Boge Shocks: $43.00. Catalog: $1.00. 
MISSOURI CYCLE SUPPLY, Box 715, 
Fenton, Missouri 63026, (314) 225-3833. 


TEFLON-COATED REPLACEMENT 
cables for throttle, clutch and brake. 
Three-year guarantee. Aircraft quality. 
Long cables and cable kits for most makes. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and price lists to: 
WHITTEN SALES, Dept. D, 1506 West 228 
Street, Torrance, California 90501. 


PATCHES FOR YOUR CLUB — Let them 
know who you are! Send sketch for free 
price quote. Send camera ready colored 
artwork and get one patch free with order. 
Free catalog. EASTERN EMBLEM MFG. 
CORP., P.O. Box 828, Dept. DB, Union 
City, N.J. 07087. 


DIRT BIKE 


Circle Number 32 on pg. 88 


Circle Number 31 on pg. 88 


METRIC NUTS & BOLTS — 250-piece 
assortment of hex head bolts, machine 
screws, nuts and washers in sturdy storage 
box. 3mm through 12mm diameter, lengths 
to 65mm. An important addition to any 
mechanic’s tool collection. $14.95 ppd in 
continental U.S. OHIO METRICS, Dept. 
DB, Box 22, Warren, Ohio 44482. 
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FOR STICKER AND 
CMT m 
У А C? WINNING RIDERS. 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045 


YAMAHA 


Genuine Yamaha Parts! 


Shipped The Same Day 
Order Is Received 


SEND $1.00 FOR NEW 1976 


Accessory Catalog, Plus Yamaha 
Sticker 


INTERNATIONAL M/C, INC. 


7233 Canoga Ave., 
Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
(213) 346-0900 


DECEMBER 1976 з 


AURAIT IIUKCS 


MAGAZINE 


How to Pass 

How to Climb Hills - 
How to Trouble Shoot your Bike 
Water Proof your Carb 

Super Tune your Body 
Cornering Can Be Easy 

How to Crash 

Secrets of Sand Riding 

Breakin' in a New Bike 
Decarbonizing 

Trail Ride 

Trail Ride 11 


Build your.own Skid Plate 
Buying a Bike 

Hard core Maintenance 
Project Yamaha 
Motorcycle Hygiene 
Making.a "Real" Enduro Machine 
Project Yamaha Part IV 
Port Purification 

Improve your Brakes 
Making the SC500 Fly 
Bing Carb 

Trail Trickery 


Vibration Proofing Lights 

Gas Filter Shootout 

Toting Technology 

Cylinder Boring Secrets 

Facts on Forward Shocks 
Winter AMA 

Make your Own Suspension Covers 
Hangtown 

Tank Mounting 

Chain Lube Shootout 

500cc World Champ Shootout 
World Bench Racing Champs 


BACK 
ISSUES 


PUCH 175 ISDT 
Shoulder Pad Shoot-Out 
Install a Heli Coil 
Trans-Ama 

DB Insurance 
Pursang Fix-up 
Maico 400MX 

CZ 400 MX 

125 MX Shoot-Out 
Wrench Racing IV 
Novice Advice 
World Trials 


Suspension Revisited 
Baja 500 Racers 

Baja Thousand 
Trans-Ama Wrap up 
BMX Godl Cup 


Enclose entire ad 


Hi-Torque Publications 
Back Issues Dept. 
Р.О. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 
Circle desired issues. 
Enclose $1.00 plus 50 cents postage 
and handling for each copy ordered. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


2 FOR 1 HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 


BUY ONE OF THESE 


DYNAMITE MOTOCROSS SPECIALS... 


GET TWO FREE MAGAZINES! 


Hurry — Offer expires Dec. 31, 1976 


HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Name 


Address 
City 
State 


GET ONE OF 
THESE COLLECTOR 
ISSUES FREE! 


Please send magazine(s) checked. 


Lj Motocross Champions — $1.50 
O MX Trans-Am — $1.50 


Send the following as my FREE сору(іеѕ). 
Lj 125 Tests 
O European Stars 


U.S. Stars 


Publisher reserves the right to substitute. Add 
75c for each magazine ordered. 


ircle Number 33 on pg. 88 


89 


Circle Number 34 on pg. 88 


Jaak van Velthoven demonstrates how a true professional crashes with grace at the Hawkstone Park, England, 500cc 
World Championship. Photo by John Palmer. 


90 DIRT BIKE 


1. DENIM PANTS: 

As comfortable as they are good looking, 
these ruggedly designed denim pants are of- 
fered with distinctive red and white leg strip- 
ing featuring hip pads and knee caps for ex- 
tra protection. 


2. MX-GLOVES: 

A tough and ruggedly constructed glove that 
must be worn to be appreciated. Featuring 
special tapered fingers to insure the natural 
grip. These contoured gloves give you the 
throttle feeling you have been looking for. 
Fully padded and attractively designed in red, 
white, and blue. 


3. MOTO-CROSS BOOTS: 

Made to take rough treatment, these top 
grade leather boots are ideal for all kinds of 
off the road riding. Soft elasticized leather 
tops, riveted buckle loops, one piece com- 
position rubber sole/heel and styrene-guard 
box toe. Red, white, and blue stripes to add a 
sporty look. Full sizes from 5 to 12, "E" width 
only. Height 17". 


Riders: See Your Beck/Arnley Dealer: 


Dealers: See Your Beck/Arnley Distribution Centers: 


New York Massachusetts 
Rt. 1 Industrial Park 
Westwood (Boston), Mass. 02090 


2917 Bailey Avenue Florida 
6950 N. W. 46th Street 
Miami, Fla. 33166 


3130 East Maria Street Maryland 
8214 Wellmoor Court 
Jessup, Md. 20794 


548 Broad Hollow Rd., 
Melville, L.I., N.Y. 11746 


Buffalo, N.Y. 14215 
California 


Compton, (L.A.), CA. 90221 


4. SCOTT GOGGLES AND FACE GUARDS: 


SCOTT'S GOGGLES designed for maximum 
eye protection, these goggles are made with 
Scott's unique foam venting system for re- 
duced moisture, dust penetration and mini- 
mizing fog. All models come complete with 
adjustable wide head strap and protecter 
bag. 

SCOTT'S FACE GUARDS are the newest in 
full face protection. Uniquely designed, the 
face guard attaches to the bottom of any 
Scott goggle. Both goggles and face guards 
are offered in white and blue colors. 


5. MX-JERSEYS: 

Cool, comtortable but tough, these ‘‘Hot 
Shoe" jerseys are styled with the motocross 
rider in mind. Manufactured with the finest 
nylon mesh, available in factory colors for: 
Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki, and Suzuki. 


Tennessee 
2331 Lamar Avenue 
Memphis, Tenn. 38114 


Oregon 
7421 N. E. Beech 
Portland, Ore. 97213 


© 1976 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


Where others seek mere 
wealth, he searches for 
experience. 

He captures it in his own 
distinct way. 

He smokes for pleasure. 

He gets it from the 
blend of Turkish and 
Domestic tobaccos in 
Camel Filters. 


Turkish and — 
Domestic Blend 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


